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SUMMARY

Scientific problem. Members of the Masonic Society and the
ideology cherished by the Masons affected, and in some cases even
predetermined, the nature and scope of Lithuanian studies from the
period of their flourishing in the 18th through the early 20th century.
In the process of the present research, attempts were made to find out
how the Masonic ideology penetrated into the Lithuanian studies-
related aspirations of cultural workers and affected them and how
much Masonic relationships contributed to the realisation of those
aspirations.

Research aim and objectives. The aim of the dissertation
research was to explore the possible links and relationships of the
Masonic Society with the Lithuanian studies in Prussia during the
period of the 18th through the early 20th century. To achieve the aim,
the following objectives were set:

1) to analyse the penetration of the Masonic ideology and the
relationships between the Freemasonry and the cultural life of
Prussia;

2) to study the relationships of Martin Ludwig Rhesa
(Lithuanian: Martynas Liudvikas Réza) and Heinrich Theodor
von Schon with the Society of Freemasons and their role in
Lithuanian studies;

3) to discuss the Masons who worked or operated in Tilsit and
their relationship with Lithuanian studies.

Research object. The most important object of the
dissertation research is the Lithuanian studies-related (cultural,
educational, publishing, support, etc.) Masonic activity in Prussia, and
therefore the research is also related to German cultural contexts;
moreover, considering that Masonry was a pan-European
phenomenon during the period in question, the disclosed topic
integrates Lithuanian studies into the European cultural paradigm.



Research novelty and significance. The Masonic Society,
particularly active and significant in the socio-cultural activities of the
18th century Europe, has remained influential to this day. It is natural
that both in the world and in Lithuania one can observe a growing
interest in the research into the history of Masonry, the ideology of the
Masons, and their cultural activity!. Despite the significant influence
of the Masonic ideology on the development of Lithuanian culture,
which has been more than once referred to by scholars in various
fields?, the topic has not been systemically studied from the viewpoint
of the history of Prussian Lithuanian literature.

In the dissertation research, the relationships between the
Masonic Society and the Lithuanian studies as well as the impact of
the Masonic ideology on the evolution and development of Lithuanian
activities in East Prussia in the period of the 18th through the early
20th century have been explored for the first time. All this testifies to
the significance, relevance, and novelty of the dissertation research.
The present research and its findings shall contribute substantially to
the research in the history of culture in Prussian Lithuania.

Research methods. The Masonic Society is an object of
interdisciplinary research of interest to historians, culturologists,
philosophers, art critics, and representatives of other fields. The nature
of the research required a combination of historical and literary
science methods. Careful reading and historical-descriptive methods
were used in reading and exploring texts with the aim of understanding
their true meanings. The interpretive method was used to analyse the
links between the membership in the Society and relations with
Lithuanian studies. The method of source study was used to explore

! Gerlach, Karlheinz, 2009: Die Freimaurer im Alten Preufien 1738-1806. Die Logen
in Pommern, Preuflen und Schlesien, Innsbruck: Studienverlag; Runkel, Ferdinand,
2012: Geschichte der Freimaurerei in Deutschland, Band 3, Salzwasser; Bucys,
Zygintas, 2009: Masonai Lietuvoje: XVIII a. pabaiga — XIX a. pradzia, Vilnius:
Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus; etc.

2 Kiauleikyté, Laima, 2001: ,,XVIII — XIX a. sandiiros Lietuvos masony muzikos
kultara®, Menotyra, t. 3 (24), 22-32; Pleckaitis, Vytautas, 2018: Masonai. Laisvieji
mirininkai, kitre ir stipring Lietuvg, Vilnius: Flavija; etc.
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primary written sources. The prozopographical method was employed
to determine the relationships of one or another Lithuanian cultural
and literary worker and to collect data about their environment. Based
on the criterion of belonging to the Masonic Society and connections
with Lithuanian studies, a group of individuals was selected, and their
short biographical entries were presented at the end of the paper. A
careful analysis of the biographical data of different individuals made
it possible to reconstruct certain connections between them, related to
Lithuanian studies and possibly contributing to their development.

Research sources. The heritage of Masonic archives has not
yet been comprehensively explored or well-known. The belonging of
outstanding persons to Masonic lodges has sunk to the centuries-old
oblivion due to lost or destroyed documents. The connection of the
Masonic Society with Lithuanian studies has been referred to in
Lithuanian historiography, yet has never been discussed in detail.

The research required a rich and diverse base of sources. The
necessary data were collected from a variety of complementary
sources. In the research process, the most valuable archival material
has been found in the Secret State Archives Prussian Cultural Heritage
Foundation in Berlin (Geheimes Staatsarchiv — Preufischer
Kulturbesitz, Berlin, hereinafter referred to AS GStA PK) and in the
Russian State Military Archive in Moscow (Poccuiickuti
2ocyoapcmeennblil soennulil apxue, hereinafter referred to as RGVA).
Moreover, print sources found in libraries in Lithuania and abroad
have been used.

The main source was the database of the biographical entries of
77 individuals, members of the Masonic Society related to Lithuanian
studies, created by the author of the dissertation through summarising
the primary sources. Based on it, the present doctoral dissertation has
been written.

Structure of the dissertation. The dissertation consists of an
introduction, and three chapters divided into subchapters. Chapter 1 of
the dissertation introduces the members of the Masonic Society -
Lithuanian studies-related educators of East Prussia and printers who



printed Lithuanian works, discusses the Masons who were active in
Prussia and Lithuania Major, and focuses on the penetration of
Masonic ideology into, and its impact on, the cultural life of East
Prussia in the 18th through the 20th century. Chapter 2 is devoted to
the discussion of the relationships between Martin Ludwig Rhesa and
Heinrich Theodor von Schon with the Masonic Society. Chapter 3
deals with the relationships between education institutions operating
in Tilsit and the members of the Lithuanian Literary Society (German:
Litauische literarische Gesellschaft) with the Masons. The
dissertation ends with conclusions, which briefly summarise the
findings of the research, a bibliography, and an appendix: biographical
entries of the members of the Masonic fraternity related to Lithuanian
studies.

Key results. Masonic lodges included a large number of
Prussian intellectuals (outstanding civil servants, university
professors, teachers, priests, doctors, musicians, printers, merchants,
etc.). In its ideology, Freemasonry was in line with a range of ideas
promoted by the Enlightenment thinkers. The Masons were
proponents of moral improvement, democracy, philanthropy,
tolerance, a perfect society, and social justice. Since they described
themselves as a fraternity striving to improve morality, they
emphasised the ideals of humanism — tolerance, equality, and freedom,
and the said humanistic values were paid special attention in all
Masonic activities. The pursuit of knowledge and self-improvement
were among the most important duties of the Masons, and therefore
great significance was attached to the spiritual imperative. For the
Masons, the continuous development of an individual, the fostering of
values, emphasis on humanistic ideals, and the improvement of the
inner world of each individual were of primary importance. Education
was also very important: support to it was one of the most important
priorities and philanthropic aspirations of the Masonic fraternity.

The Masons had their own world of ideas, in which those
ideas were expressed in very specific activities — the dissemination of
social welfare and education. They emphasised the value canon and



based it on the humanities. Poetic and literary expression was
important to the Masons, and they promoted the spread of the printed
and written word. Each Mason had a program of personal
development, which often meant the pursuit of science.

The research proved that Georg Heinrich Ferdinand
Nesselmann, professor at the University of Konigsberg, had been
sincerely devoted to Lithuanian studies until the end of his life, having
been a member of the Masonic Society for more than half of his life
(36 years) and having performed a Masonic educational duty. It was
found out that, already as a member of the Masonic Society,
Nesselmann published works significant to Lithuanian studies.
Encouraged and supported by Heinrich Theodor von Schon, a Mason,
Prussian civil servant, and Upper President of East and West Prussia,
he published the first scholarly dictionary of the Lithuanian language
(German: Worterbuch der Littauischen Sprache) (1851), surpassing
all bilingual Lithuanian dictionaries previously published in East
Prussia in terms of scope. Nesselmann also compiled a collection of
Lithuanian Folk Songs (German: Dainos. Littauische Volkslieder)
(1853), a full edition of Kristijonas Donelaitis' literary works with
their translation into German (1869), etc.

The material collected in the process of the research
evidenced that, in terms of the pursuit of a Masonic (educational)
calling, one of the most important fields of activity of educator and
folklorist Christian Bartsch was Lithuanian folklore. He became
interested in Lithuanian folklore seven years after joining the Masonic
Society (1872). Bartsch made a significant contribution to the
development of Lithuanian studies by submitting articles on the
subject to the press and by publishing the most significant and largest
19th-century two-volume collection of Prussian Lithuanian folk songs
with melodies (German: Dainu balsai. Melodieen litauischer
Volkslieder) (1-1886, 11-1889). Important facts of Bartsch's
biography, never recorded in Lithuanian historiography, have been
identified for the first time.



As the Masons were developing a sense of community, the
network of their interrelationships was forged and increasingly
strengthened. It was evidenced that the functioning dense network of
Masonic relationships created favorable conditions for the realisation
of some Masonic initiatives related to Lithuanian studies.

Printing shops in Lithuanian Prussia played an important role
in activities related to Lithuanian studies.

It has been discovered that the information about Lithuanian
studies was spread in Masonic correspondence. On 21 November
1886, Christian Bartsch informed Heinrich Gustav Adolf Kleffel,
Master Mason of the Strenua Tilsit Masonic lodge, a judge, and the
Mayor of Tilsit about the prepared collection of Lithuanian folk songs.

Statements to be defended:

1. Influenced by the Masonic ideology, Freemasons were able to
inspire / contribute to various scholarly initiatives.

2. The Masonic duty to promote education engaged the 19th
century intellectuals in the activity related to Lithuanian
studies and education.

3. The useful contacts established in Masonic lodges helped
Martin Ludwig Rhesa in carrying out Lithuanian studies-
related activities.

4. The activities of Heinrich Theodor von Schon were closely
connected with the Masonic ideology.

5. A dense network of Masonic relationships created favourable
conditions for the implementation of some Masonic initiatives
contributing to the development of Lithuanian writings and
literature.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. As established during the research, the Masonic ideology
promoted the development of education (including Lithuanian studies)
in Prussian Lithuania and contributed to the dissemination of
Lithuanian writings. The Masons who published or printed collections
of folk songs as well as other works related to Lithuanian studies
contributed to the preservation of an important part of the Lithuanian
spiritual heritage, laid the foundations for further research related to
Lithuanian studies, and performed a Masonic (educational) duty.

In 1879, the Lithuanian Literary Society, the first
independent scholarly research centre in Lithuanian studies, was
established in Tilsit, which promoted the development of literature and
culture. Its members sought to record and explore everything related
to Lithuanian studies (folklore, culture, history, writings, etc.).
According to new sources, it has been established that, during the
entire period of the Lithuanian Literary Society's activity (1879—
1923), a large number of its members belonged to various Masonic
lodges operating in Prussia (Christoph Kairies, Robert Schau, Franz
Siemering, Heinrich Dorn, Julius Plew, Christian Bartsch, Gotthilf
Wilhelm Louis Nast, etc.). New archival sources also revealed the
existence of members of the Masonic fraternity among the founders of
the Lithuanian Literary Society: Ferdinand Joseph Leopold Hoppe,
Georg Heinrich Ferdinand Nesselmann.

Through promoting humanistic attitudes (tolerance, equality,
freedom, etc.), emphasising the importance of lifelong personal
development and education, and cultivating of values, the Masons
played an important social and cultural role: they took care of
education, supported financially disadvantaged gifted students
(Martin Ludwig Rhesa, Johann Wilhelm Reinhold Clemens, Heinrich
Theodor von Schon), and thus expressed their responsibility for the
education and training of people.

2. The fostering of Lithuanian studies was related to the
conscious and purposeful activities of specific personalities, their
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humanistic ideas, and their individual scientific interests. The research
revealed that a significant part of the well-known Prussian scholars
and cultural and educational workers of the 18th through the early 20th
century belonged to various Masonic lodges operating in Prussia at
that time.

As first revealed by the biographies of 77 members of the
Masonic Society related to Lithuanian studies, about 40% of the
cultural workers in Prussian Lithuania engaged in Lithuanian studies
(Max Bergens, Bernhard Konrad Ludwig Gervais, Johann Gottfried
Jordan, etc.), about 35% of scholarly and education staff (Christian
Bartsch, Gotthilf Wilhelm Louis Nast, Georg Heinrich Ferdinand
Nesselmann, etc.) and about 25% of the publishing-related staff
(Georg Friedrich Hartung, Friedrich Wilhelm Horch, Friedrich
Wilhelm Siebert, etc.) belonged to various Masonic lodges active in
Prussia at the time.

The research proved that the preparation and publishing of
Lithuanian works was part of the personal activity programme of such
Masons as Georg Heinrich Ferdinand Nesselmann, Christian Bartsch,
Martin Ludwig Rhesa (and some others).

Upon analysis of the lists of members of the Prussian Masonic
lodges, it was found out that Prussian education institutions employed
well-known scholars as well as cultural and educational workers
belonging to various Masonic lodges and associated with Lithuanian
studies, who had a great influence on the development of Lithuanian
culture (Martin Ludwig Rhesa, Peter von Bohlen, Georg Heinrich
Ferdinand Nesselmann, Christian Bartsch, etc.).

As established during the research, in the 18th through the
19th century, the University of Konigsberg was permeated with the
Masonic spirit. Important figures of Lithuanian culture and writings
who belonged to the Masons (Martin Ludwig Rhesa, Heinrich
Theodor von Schon, Peter von Bohlen, Georg Heinrich Ferdinand
Nesselmann, Franz Siemering, etc.) studied and taught there. The
Lithuanian Language Seminar at the University of Konigsberg was
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administered by people related to the Masons (Johann Gottlieb
Rakowski, Johann August Starck, Johann Ernst Schultz and others).

Moreover, the research revealed that the Masons related to
Lithuanian studies carried out educational activities at Tilsit Royal
Gymnasium (German: Kénigliches Gymnasium zu Tilsit), Tilsit Non-
classical Gymnasium, (German: Konigliches Realgymnasium zu
Tilsit), Tilsit High School for Girls (German: Hohere Stdidtische
Mddchenschule zu Tilsit), Tilsit Music School (German: Musikschule
in Tilsit), and other education institutions. Mason Gustav Berent,
member of the Lithuanian Literary Society, taught at Tilsit Non-
classical Gymnasium; members of the Lithuanian Literary Society
who taught at Tilsit High School for Girls, included Mason Heinrich
Dorn, Rector of the said school, and Christian Bartsch, Director of the
school. The Director of Tilsit Music School was the organiser of
Lithuanian music festivals in Tilsit, a well-known composer,
musician, and pedagogue Mason Peter Wilhelm Wolff, who founded
the Conservatory of Music (1898), organised concerts of classical
music in Tilsit, and maintained contacts with Vydiinas, an outstanding
cultural figure of Prussian Lithuania.

As it was found out during the research, the Masons took an
active part in the life of Tilsit Royal Gymnasium which was significant
for Lithuanian studies. After the fire in 1824 that destroyed the
gymnasium, lessons took place in the rented premises of the Masonic
lodge of Tilsit, and at various times the lessons were taught by
teachers belonging to the Masonic Society, such as members of the
Lithuanian Literary Society Julius Plew, Robert Schau, PhD, Gotthilf
Wilhelm Louis Nast who published a scholarly study on the
characteristics of poetics and melodics of Lithuanian folk songs
(1893), and others. The newly collected archival material revealed that
Johann Wilhelm Reinhold Clemens, one of the most significant
Rectors in the history of the above mentioned gymnasium who made
a substantial contribution to the improvement of the gymnasium and
its reforms, belonged to the Masonic Society, too. During his term of
office as the Rector at Tilsit Royal Gymnasium, the teaching of the
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Lithuanian language to future theologians and lawyers was ensured,
and the importance of the mother tongue was emphasised. In order to
preserve the teaching of the Lithuanian language in the above-
mentioned gymnasium, Martin Ludwig Rhesa also spoke in favour of
teaching the Lithuanian language there. Affected by the Masonic
attitude of fostering education, Heinrich Theodor von Schén provided
financial assistance for Tilsit Gymnasium.

3. Masonic lodges for Martin Ludwig Rhesa served as an
important communication channel for disseminating ideas and
realising scholarly ambitions. It was found out that belonging to the
Masonic lodges provided him with some advantages: he was created
conditions for self-education and for preparing and publishing
Lithuanian works; he was also able to establish useful contacts that
helped him in the dissemination of Lithuanian publications. Through
the Masonic Society, Rhesa established contacts with some of the
enlightened figures of that period of time, interested in Lithuanian
studies (Johann Gottfried Jordan, August Karl Wilhelm Werner, etc.).
Masonic connections and acquaintancehips helped him to find
assistants and supporters: printer Georg Friedrich Hartung contributed
to the publication of the most significant Lithuanian works of Rhesa;
Prussian civil servant Johann Georg Scheffner introduced Rhesa to
famous German polyglot and writer Abraham Jakob Penzel, who in
the year 1818 published a review on The Seasons. With the aim of
getting a recommendation for the collection of songs being prepared
and hoping for wider dissemination of the publication, Rhesa tried to
establish contacts with the great German literary figure Johann
Wolfgang Goethe, who also belonged to the Masons. Rhesa was able
to seek the support of the above mentioned persons precisely because
of belonging to the network of the Masonic Society.

4. The research revealed that the Masonic Society and its
influence on Mason Heinrich Theodor von Schon, a Prussian civil
servant and the Upper President of East and West Prussia, who came
from Lithuanian lands (he was born in Sereitlaukis in East Prussia,
inhabited by Lithuanians), could have initiated administrative reforms
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in East Prussia that protected and strengthened Lithuanian culture,
language, and writings.

A conclusion was made that the reforms carried out by
Schon were very closely related to the values declared by the Masons
and their ideology: the promotion of education, an aspiration to self-
improve and improve society, and the implementation of philanthropic
action. Influenced by the Masonic ideology and considering education
to be a priority, during political activities, he founded new primary
schools in Gumbinnen district, where the Lithuanian language was
also taught, took care of improvements in teaching, founded the
Queen's Teachers' Seminary (German: Schullehrerseminar Karalene)
(1811), and advocated an innovative primary education system of
Mason Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, a Swiss pedagogue and reformer
of the education system. Seeking to establish closer relationships with
the inhabitants of the province of East Prussia, Schon launched a
German newspaper in Gumbinnen and possibly had plans to launch
and publish the first Lithuanian newspaper in Bialystok, whose editor
was to have become Christian Gottlieb Mielcke (Lithuanian:
Kristijonas Gotlybas Milkus).

The material collected during the research testified to the fact
that social activities carried out by the Masons were significant for
Prussian Lithuania. In 1827 in K6nigsberg, the Masons contributed to
the founding of a society that took care of neglected and unattended
children from the East Prussian provinces inhabited by Lithuanians
(German: Verein zur Rettung verwahrloster Kinder). The Statute of
the Society was approved personally by Schon, and the members of
the society included some Freemasons (Karl Wilhelm Goebel, Carl
Friedrich Heinrich von Wylich und Lottum, Johann Theodor Schmidt,
etc.).

5. The Freemasons formed a network of socio-cultural
relationships. Masonic lodges were an important communication
channel in disseminating ideas and literature and in looking for useful
acquaintanceships. As established in the research process, the
relationships and contacts of the pro-Lithuanian figures forged in
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Masonic lodges stimulated their determination to protect the language
of the people of the land and promoted their literary activity.

Heinrich Theodor von Schon's activity revealed a strong
network of relationships and contacts with members of the Masonic
Society. He interacted and corresponded with members of various
Masonic lodges, cultural and state figures (Friedrich Wilhelm
Heinrich Alexander von Humboldt, Heinrich Friedrich Karl vom und
zum Stein, Karl August Fiirst von Hardenberg, etc.) and friends
(Johann Gottlieb Friedrich Stolterfoth, Johann Gottfried Frey), and
also corresponded with well-known schollars and professors (Peter
von Bohlen, Ludwig Ernst von Borowski, Friedrich Wilhelm Christian
Karl Ferdinand von Humboldt, etc.).

As established during the research, the Masonic environment
both encouraged research and facilitated the publication of the
research outcomes. The newly collected archival material revealed
that Masonic lodges included representatives of a number of Prussian
printing shops significant for Lithuanian studies (Friedrich Wilhelm
Horch, Johann Heinrich Eduard Waikinni, Johann Heinrich, Georg
Friedrich and Gottlieb Lebrecht Hartung, Friedrich Wilhelm Siebert,
etc.). Masonic lodges were places of discussion and communication,
where printers and cultural and education workers could make useful
and profitable acquaintances.
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SANTRAUKA

Moksliné problema. Priklausymas masony draugijai, jy
puoseléta ideologija veike, tam tikrais atvejais netgi [émé, lituanistinés
veiklos pobiidj ir apimtis nuo pat jos suklestéjimo XVIII a., iki XX a.
pr. Vykdant tyrima buvo aiskinamasi kaip masony ideologija
skverbési ir veike lituanistines kultiiros darbuotojy aspiracijas ir kiek
masoniski rySiai padéjo tas aspiracijas realizuoti.

Pagrindinis disertacinio tyrimo tikslas — istirti galimas
masony draugijos sgsajas ir ry$ius su lituanistine veikla X VIII a. - XX
a. pirmoje puséje Prusijoje. Tikslui pasiekti iSkelti tokie uzdaviniai:
1) iSanalizuoti masony ideologijos skverbtj ir laisvyjy miirininky
sasajas su kulturiniu Prisijos gyvenimu;

2) istirti Martyno Liudviko Rézos ir Heinricho Theodoro von Schono
ry$ius su laisvyjy mirininky draugija ir jy lituanistine veikla;

3) aptarti Tilzéje dirbusius ar veikusius masonus ir jy ry$j su
lituanistika.

Tyrimo objektas. Disertacijos tyrimo svarbiausias objektas
— lituanistiné (kultiiriné, SvieCiamoji, rasty rengimo, spaudos,
palaikomoji) masony veikla Priisijoje, tad tyrimas taip pat susijes su
vokieciy kultiiros kontekstais, o turint mintyje tai, jog masonizmas
tiriamuoju laikotarpiu buvo bendraeuropinis reiskinys, atskleista tema
integruoja lituanisting veiklg j Europos kulttiros paradigma.

Darbo mokslinis naujumas ir aktualumas. Masony
draugija, ypac aktyviai ir reikSmingai jsijungusi  socialing kultiiring
veikla Europoje XVIII amziuje, iSliko jtakinga iki pat Siy dieny.
Natiiralu, kad tiek pasaulyje, tiek Lietuvoje stebimas vis
augantis susidoméjimas masonizmo istorijos, masony ideologijos, jy
kultiirinés veiklos tyrimais®. Nezidrint jvairiy sri¢iy mokslininky vis

3 Gerlach, Karlheinz, 2009: Die Freimaurer im Alten Preuffen 1738-1806. Die Logen
in Pommern, Preuflen und Schlesien, Innsbruck: Studienverlag; Runkel, Ferdinand,
2012: Geschichte der Freimaurerei in Deutschland, Band 3, Salzwasser; Bucys,
Zygintas, 2009: Masonai Lietuvoje: XVIII a. pabaiga — XIX a. pradzia, Vilnius:
Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus; ir kt.
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nurodomo reik§mingo masony ideologijos poveikio lietuviy kultiiros
raidai®, Priisijos Lietuvos literatiiros istorijos poziliriu §i tema
sistemingai netirta.

Disertacijos tyrime pirma karta tyrinéti masony draugijos
rySiai su lituanistika, jy skleistos ideologijos poveikis lituanistinés
veiklos raidai ir plétotei XVIII-XX a. pr. Ryty Priisijoje. Visa tai rodo
disertacijos tyrimo svarbuma, aktualumg ir naujuma. Atliktas
disertacijos tyrimas ir jo rezultatai naudingi tyrinéjant Priisijos
Lietuvos kultiiros istorij3.

Disertacijos tyrimo metodai. Masony draugija —
tarpdisciplininiy moksly tyringjimo objektas, dominantis istorikus,
kultiirologus, filosofus, menotyrininkus ir kity sri¢iy atstovus. Tyrimo
pobudis reikalauja derinti istorijos ir literatiiros moksly metodus.
Skaitant ir tiriant tekstus, bandant suprasti tikrasias jy reikSmes,
naudojami atidziojo skaitymo ir istorinis-apraSomasis metodai.
Interpretaciniu metodu remiamasi analizuojant priklausymo draugijai
ir rySiy su lituanistika sgsajas. Tiriant pirminius rasytinius Saltinius,
naudojamas Saltiniotyros metodas.

Nustatant vieno ar kito lietuviy kulttiros ir rastijos darbuotojo
ry$ius, renkant duomenis apie jo aplinka, taikytas prozopografinis
metodas. Remiantis priklausymo masony draugijai ir rySiy su
lituanistika kriterijumi, buvo atrinkta tiriamy asmeny grupé ir darbo
pabaigoje pateiktos trumpos jy biogramos. Atidziai iSanalizavus
skirtingy asmeny biografijos duomenis, buvo galima rekonstruoti tam
tikrus juos siejancius rysius, susijusius su lituanistika ir galimai
prisidéjusius prie jos plétotés.

Tyrimo $altiniai. Masony archyvalijy paveldas dar yra iki
galo nepazintas ir neiStirtas. Garsiy asmeny priklausymas masony
lozéms yra slepiamas amziy riko, neiSlikusiy ar sunaikinty
dokumenty. Apie masony draugijos sgsajas su lituanistika lietuviy

4 Kiauleikyté, Laima, 2001: ,XVIII — XIX a. sandiiros Lietuvos masony muzikos
kultara®, Menotyra, t. 3 (24), 22-32; Pleckaitis, Vytautas, 2018: Masonai. Laisvieji
mirininkai, kitre ir stipring Lietuvq, Vilnius: Flavija; ir kt.
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istoriografijoje uZsimenama, taCiau iSsamiau jos iki Siol nebuvo
aptartos.

Tyrimas pareikalavo gausios ir jvairios Saltiniy bazés.
Reikalingi duomenys buvo surinkti i§ jvairiy, vienas kitg papildanciy
Saltiniy. Atliekant disertacijos tyrimg, vertingiausia buvo archyviné
medZziaga, rasta Prusijos kultliros paveldo Slaptajame valstybiniame
archyve Berlyne (Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preuflischer Kulturbesitz,
Berlin, toliau — GStA PK) ir Rusijos valstybiniame kariniame archyve
Maskvoje (Poccuiicknii TocyaapCTBEHHBIN BOSHHBIA apXuB, toliau —
RGVA). Taip pat naudotasi spausdintais $altiniais, rastais Lietuvos ir
uzsienio Saliy bibliotekose.

Pagrindiniu $altiniu tapo Sio tyrimo autorés suformuota 77
masony draugijai priklausiusiy ir su lituanistika susijusiy asmeny
biogramy bazeé, sukurta apibendrinus pirminius Saltinius. Ja remiantis,
raSyta daktaro disertacija.

Svarbiausi rezultatai. Masony lozéms priklausé didelé dalis
Prisijos inteligentijos atstovy (Zzinomy valstybés tarnautojy,
universiteto profesoriy, mokytojy, kunigy, gydytojy, muziky,
spaustuvininky, pirkliy ir kt.). Savo ideologija laisvoji mirininkija
atitiko ApSvietos epochos deklaruotas idéjas. Masonai buvo dorovinio
tobuléjimo, demokratijos, filantropijos, tolerancijos, tobulos
visuomenés ir socialinio teisingumo Salininkai. J[vardydami save kaip
brolija, siekiancig tobulinti dorove, jie akcentavo humanizmo idealus
— tolerancija, lygybe ir laisve, todél Sioms humanistinéms vertybéms
visoje masony veikloje skiriama itin daug démesio. Pazinimas ir sielos
tobulinimas buvo viena i§ svarbiausiy masony priedermiy, todél didelé
reik§mé buvo teikiama dvasiniam imperatyvui. Masonams buvo itin
svarbus nuolatinis asmens tobul¢jimas, vertybiy ugdymas,
humanistiniy idealy akcentavimas, kiekvieno zmogaus vidinio
pasaulio gerinimas. Taip pat daug démesio buvo skiriama Svietimui —
jo rémimas buvo vienas i§ svarbiausiy masony draugijos prioritety ir
filantropiniy siekiy.

Masonai tur¢jo savo idéjy pasaulj, kuriame tos id¢jos reiskési
labai konkrec¢ia veikla — socialinés gerovés ir Svietimo sklaida. Jie
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akcentavo vertybinj kanong ir jj grindé humanitarika. Masonams buvo
svarbi poetiné ir literatiiriné iSraiSka, jie prisidéjo prie spausdinto ir
raSytinio Zodzio sklaidos. Kiekvienas masonas turéjo asmeninio
tobuléjimo programa. Daznai tai reiSké mokslo siekima. Disertacijos
tyrimas parodé, jog lituanistikos puoseléjimas buvo susijes su
konkreCiy asmenybiy samoninga ir kryptinga veikla, jy
humanistinémis idé¢jomis ir individualiais moksliniais interesais.

Atlikto tyrimo metu nustatyta, jog daugiau nei pus¢ savo
gyvenimo (36 m.) priklausydamas masony draugijai ir atlikdamas
masoniSka Svie¢iamajg pareiga, Karaliau¢iaus universiteto profesorius
Georgas Heinrichas Ferdinandas Nesselmannas iki pat gyvenimo
pabaigos buvo nuoSirdziai atsidaves lituanistiniam darbui.
ISsiaiskinta, jog jau priklausydamas masony draugijai, jis i$leido
lituanistikai reikSmingy darby. Skatinamas ir remiamas masonams
priklausiusio Priisijos valstybés tarnautojo, Ryty ir Vakary Prisijos
vyresniojo prezidento Heinricho Theodoro von Schoéno, jis isleido
pirmaji mokslinj Lietuviy kalbos Zodyng (1851), lietuviskos leksikos
apimtimi pranokusj visus iki tol Ryty Priisijoje iSleistus dvikalbés
lietuviy leksikografijos darbus. Nesselmannas taip pat parengé
Lietuviy liaudies dainy rinkinj (1853), pilng Kristijono Donelai¢io
rasty leidima su vertimu j vokieciy kalbg (1869) ir kt.

Disertacijos tyrimo metu surinkta medziaga atskleide, jog
vykdant masoniskajj (Svietéjiskajj) paSaukima, vienas i§ svarbiausiy
pedagogo ir tautosakininko Christiano Bartscho veiklos bary buvo
lietuviy folkloras. Lietuviy tautosaka jis susidoméjo praéjus
septyneriems metams po jstojimo j masony draugija (1872). Prie
lituanistikos plétotés jis svariai prisidéjo spaudoje skelbdamas su
lituanistika susijusius straipsnius, iSleisdamas reikSmingiausig ir
stambiausig XIX amziaus dvitom] Prisijos lietuviy liaudies dainy su
melodijomis rinkinj Dainy balsai (I-1886, [I-1889). Pirma karta buvo
nustatyti svarbiis ir iki Siol istoriografijoje nefiksuoti kai kurie
Bartscho biografijos faktai.

Masonams ugdant bendruomeniskuma, mezgési ir stipréjo jy
tarpusavio ry$iy tinklas. ISsiai$kinta, jog veikes tankus masonisky
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ry$iy tinklas sudaré palankias salygas realizuoti su lituanistika
susijusias kai kuriy masony iniciatyvas.

Svarby vaidmenj su lituanistika susijusioje veikloje atliko
Prisijos Lietuvos spaustuvés.

Atliktas disertacijos tyrimas parodé, jog Zinia apie
lituanistinius darbus buvo skleidziama masony korespondencijoje.
1886 m. lapkricio 21 d. apie parengta lietuviy liaudies dainy rinkinj
Christianas Bartschas informavo Tilzés masony lozés Strenua meistra,
teiséja, Tilzés merg Heinricha Gustava Adolfg Kleffelj.

Ginamieji teiginiai:

1. Veikiami masoniskos ideologijos, laisvieji miirininkai galéjo
inspiruoti/prisidéti prie jvairiy moksliniy iniciatyvy.

2. Masoniska priedermé, skatinusi Svietima, XIX a. jtrauke
inteligentija i su lituanistika ir Svietimu susijusj darbg.

3. Masony lozése uzmegzti naudingi rySiai padé¢jo Martynui
Liudvikui Rézai vykdant su lituanistika susijusia veikla.

4. Heinricho Theodoro von Schono vykdyta veikla artimai
susijusi su masony ideologija.

5. Tankus masonisky rysiy tinklas sudaré palankias sglygas
realizuoti su lietuviy rastijos ir literattiros raida susijusias kai
kuriy masony iniciatyvas.
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ISVADOS

1. Tyrimo metu nustatyta, jog masoniska ideologija skatino
Svietimo (kartu ir lituanistikos) plétote Priisijos Lietuvoje, prisidéjo
prie lietuviy rastijos sklaidos. Masonai, kurie publikavo ar spausdino
liaudies dainy rinkinius, taip pat kitus su lituanistika susijusius darbus,
prisidéjo prie svarbios lietuvisko dvasinio paveldo dalies i§saugojimo,
padéjo pamatus tolimesniems su lituanistika susijusiems moksliniams
tyrimams ir atliko masoniska (Svie¢iamaja) pareiga.

Propaguodami humanistines nuostatas (tolerancija, lygybe,
laisve ir kt.), akcentuodami nuolatinio asmens tobulé&jimo ir Svietimo
svarba, vertybiy ugdyma, masonai atliko svarby visuomeninj ir
kulttrinj vaidmenj — riipinosi Svietimu, rémé gabius neturtingus
studentus (Martynas Liudvikas Réza, Johannas Wilhelmas Reinholdas
Clemensas, Heinrichas Theodoras von Schonas), taip iSreikSdami
atsakomybe uz Zzmoniy Svietimg ir lavinima.

2. Tyrimo metu nustatyta, jog nemaza dalis zinomy XVIII-
XX a. pr. Priisijos mokslininky, kultiiros ir Svietimo darbuotojy
priklausé jvairioms tuo metu Prisijoje veikusioms masony lozéms.
Disponuojant 77 masony draugijai priklausiusiy ir su lituanistika
susijusiy asmeny biogramomis, pirmg karta iSsiaiSkinta, jog
masonams priklaus¢ apie 40 % su lituanistika susijusiy Prusijos
Lietuvos kultiiros darbuotojy (Maxas Bergensas, Bernhardas
Konradas Ludwigas Gervaisas, Johanas Gotfrydas Jordanas ir kt.),
apie 35 % mokslo ir Svietimo darbuotojy (Christianas Bartschas,
Gotthilfas Wilhelmas Louisas Nastas, Georgas Heinrichas
Ferdinandas Nesselmannas ir kt.) ir apie 25 % spaudos darbuotojy
(Georgas Friedrichas Hartungas, Friedrichas Wilhelmas Horchas,
Friedrichas Wilhelmas Siebertas ir kt.).

Atliktas tyrimas parod¢, jog lituanistiniy darby rengimas ir
leidyba j&jo | masony (Georgo Heinricho Ferdinando Nesselmanno,
Christiano Bartscho, Martyno Liudviko Rézos ir kai kuriy kity)
asmeninés veiklos programa.
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[$analizavus Priisijos masony loziy nariy sgrasus, i$siaiSkinta,
jog Prisijos Svietimo jstaigose dirbo jvairioms masony lozéms
priklause ir su lituanistika susij¢ zinomi mokslininkai, kultdiros ir
Svietimo darbuotojai, padare didele jtaka lietuviy kultiros plétrai
(Martynas Liudvikas Réza, Peteris von Bohlenas, Georgas Heinrichas
Ferdinandas Nesselmannas, Christianas Bartschas ir kt.).

3. Masony lozés Martynui Liudvikui Rézai buvo svarbus
komunikacijos kanalas platinant idéjas, realizuojant mokslines
ambicijas. Nustatyta, jog priklausymas masony lozéms jam teiké kai
kuriy privalumy — sudaré salygas $viestis, rengti ir leisti lituanistinius
darbus, taip pat uzmegzti naudingus rysius, padéjusius vykdant
lituanistiniy leidiniy sklaidg. Per masony draugija mezgési Rézos
rySiai su lituanistikai neabejingais to meto Sviesuoliais (Johanu
Gotfrydu Jordanu, Augustu Karlu Wilhelmu Werneriu ir kt.).
Masoniski rySiai ir paZintys padéjo rasti pagalbininky ir talkininky.

4. Tyrimas atskleidé, jog masony draugija ir jos jtaka Prusijos
valstybés tarnautojui, Ryty ir Vakary Priisijos vyresniajam
prezidentui, masonui Heinrichui Theodorui von Schoénui, kilusiam i§
lietuvisky Zemiy (gimé Ryty Prusijai priklausiusiame ir lietuviy
gyvenamame Sereitlaukyje), galéjo duoti impulsy vykdant su Ryty
Priisija susijusias administracines pertvarkas, kurios gyné ir stiprino
lietuviy kultiira, kalba ir rastija.

Prieita prie iSvados, jog Schono vykdytos pertvarkos labai
artimai susijusios su masony deklaruotomis vertybémis, jy ideologija
— Svietimo propagavimu, siekiu tobuléti ir tobulinti visuomene,
filantropinés veiklos vykdymu. Veikiamas masoniskos ideologijos ir
Svietimo svarbg laikydamas prioritetine sritimi, politinés veiklos metu
Gumbingés apygardoje jis jkiiré naujy pradiniy mokykly, kuriose buvo
mokoma ir lietuviy kalba, ripinosi mokymo tobulinimu, jkaré
Karalienés mokytojy seminarija (1811), pasisaké uz Sveicary
pedagogo, Svietimo sistemos reformatoriaus, masono Johano
Heinricho Pestalocio naujg pradinio mokymo sistemg. leSkodamas
glaudesnio rysio su Ryty Prisijos provincijos gyventojais, Gumbingje
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Schonas jsteigé vokiska laikraStj, galimai turéjo plany jsteigti ir
Balstogéje leisti pirmajj lietuviska laikrast;.

5. Laisvieji murininkai sudaré sociokultiiriniy rySiy tinkla.
Masony lozés buvo svarbus komunikacijos kanalas platinant idéjas,
literatiira, ieSkant naudingy pazinCiy. Nustatyta, jog masony lozése
uzmegzti lituanistikai palankiy veikéjy rysiai ir kontaktai skatino
lituanistikai palankiy asmeny pasiryzimg saugoti krasto zmoniy kalba,
aktyvino literatiiriniam darbui.

Heinricho Theodoro von Schono veikloje atsiskleidé ryskus
rySiy ir kontakty tinklas su masony draugijai priklausiusiais
asmenimis. Jis bendravo ir korespondavo su jvairiy masony loZiy
nariais, kultiros ir valstybés veikéjais (Friedrichu Wilhelmu
Heinrichu Alexanderiu von Humboldtu, Heinrichu Friedrichu Karlu
vom und zum Steinu, Karlu Augustu Fiirstu von Hardenbergu ir kt.),
bi¢iuliais (Johannu Gottliebu Friedrichu Stolterfothu, Johannu
Gottfriedu Freyumi), susiraS§inéjo su zinomais mokslininkais ir
profesoriais (Peteriu von Bohlenu, Ludwigu Ernstu von Borowskiu,
Friedrichu Wilhelmu Christianu Karlu Ferdinandu von Humboldtu ir
kt.).

Tyrimo metu nustatyta, jog masoniska aplinka skatino ne tik
tyrinéti, bet taip pat sudaré salygas tuos tyrimus isleisti. Surinkta nauja
archyviné medziaga atskleidé, jog masony lozéms priklausé daugelio
lituanistikai reik§mingy Prisijos spaustuviy atstovai (Friedrichas
Wilhelmas Horchas, Johannas Heinrichas Eduardas Waikinnis,
Johannas Heinrichas, Georgas Friedrichas ir Gottliebas Lebrechtas
Hartungai, Friedrichas Wilhelmas Siebertas ir kt.). Masony lozés buvo
diskusijy ir bendravimo vietos, jose spaustuvininkai, kulttros ir
Svietimo darbuotojai galéjo uzmegzti naudingy ir pelningy pazinciy.
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