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Preface

Administrative and repressive structures of the Soviet Union conti-
nued their operations in the territory of the restored Republic of Lithu-
ania, with the occupying forces deployed. Lithuanian statehood was not
de jure recognised and it stood on the brink of survival. The Soviet Union
could have used military force and destroyed the structures of a restored
nationhood thereby reinforcing the fifty-year long occupation status quo.
The right and the need of a state to defend itself is a rationally formulated
fundamental natural law, and while it was theoretically entitled to self-
defence, the Republic of Lithuania, re-established in 1990, however, did
not possess the defence capability to exercise this right.

The defence capability is a wider concept than the military power.
It embraces not only military but also political and diplomatic instru-
ments. Lithuania’s defence capability is based not only on the armed
forces, their preparedness and military equipment, determination and
resolve of the Nation to resist any aggressor, preparedness of citizens
for total armed and unarmed resistance and civil defence, but also on
the aid and interoperability with the NATO Allied Forces'.

The incorporation of the NATO factor into the assessment of Lithu-
anian defence capability substantially changes the field of research. The
topic of research involving the participation in alliances of collective
security, which are capable of safeguarding the interests of the State’s
security, falls within the field of research in political science.

An interdisciplinary research field and its nature imply the relevan-
ce of this research. Given the rapidly accelerating pace of life, digi-
tisation and knowledge disseminated through modern technologies,
the historians are gaining new opportunities for the assessment of and
reflections on the past, while the time required for the identification of
“historical distance” has been increasingly shrinking.

1

Nacionalinio saugumo pagrindy jstatymas. 1996-12-19, Nr. VIII-49. Valstybés zi-
nios, 1997-01-08, Nr. 2-16 (The Law on the Basics of National Security, 1996-12-
19, Issue VIII-49. Official Gazette, 1997-01-08, Issue 2-16).



The Great Powers that had been victorious in the First World War
failed to create an effective system of collective security in Europe, while
the efforts by the First Republic of Lithuania to find a reliable ally had
proved unsuccessful between the two World Wars. Lithuania was there-
fore compelled throughout the whole interwar period to rely on her own
defence system based solely on the capabilities of the Lithuanian armed
forces and paramilitary organisations. That led to the situation where in
1938-1940 Lithuania could protect its statehood only individually, re-
lying on its own armed forces, without any support from explicitly com-
mitted allies. Neither the implementation of deterrence policies nor the
achievement of long-term security was practically possible without the
presence of a synergy in coalition capabilities during the interwar period.

The years 1990-2004 in the history of Lithuania saw the consis-
tent progress towards firm guarantees of collective security while res-
ponding to challenges and implementing transformations. On the other
hand, a back turn was made to a historical phenomenon of paramilita-
rism and the practice of paramilitarism when military operations invol-
ve a synergy of action between paramilitary and regular forces.

The novelty and relevance of the research lays in the fact that the
aspects of NATO enlargement and Lithuania’s accession to this alliance
for collective defence are for the first time examined not as discrete phe-
nomena but as a synergistic historical process through the assessment of
the impact and significance of the political component on the military
factor and conversely. The analysis of this issue makes it possible to give
recommendations regarding the ongoing discussions about the trends of
closer cooperation between the Baltic and Nordic countries or Eastern
European countries. In the aftermath of the military developments in
Ukraine, the 1990-2004 experience of territorial defence has resurfaced
as highly relevant, especially in response to hybrid threats. Furthermore,
the research might also be useful for the analysis of the development of
the Eastern Partnership, a programme aimed to assist Georgia, Ukraine
and Moldova in their integration into NATO structures.



With the concept of warfare changing from conventional toward hybrid
warfare (NATO uses the term hybrid warfare)?, it is to be expected that such
research will be relevant to the planning of the national defence strategy
of Lithuania. It could encourage public and well-argued discussion on the
current condition and future of Lithuania’s national security and defence.

Research object — transformation of the defence capability of the
Republic of Lithuania in 1990-2004.

The research aim is to identify and assess the combination of decisions,
actions and circumstances that allowed Lithuania, a militarily weak nation,
to become a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and
to build up its military capabilities meeting the requirements of NATO and
to address the threats to national security between 1990 and 2004.

Objectives:

1. To make an analysis of the rebuilding of a defence capability (the
national defence system) of the restored Republic of Lithuania in the
early phase of individual defence (before 1994).

2. To look in detail into the objectives of the Republic of Lithuania
to build up a political component of the defence capability by joining
NATO, political, military and economical factors that defined that pro-
cess and the influence of the Russian Federation.

3. To examine the development of the national defence system, the
enhancement of the military defence capability component and the
support of foreign states in the process of the transformation of the ar-
med forces and in pursuit to comply with the requirements of NATO
applicable to the member states.

4. To study the creation, development and transformation of the territori-
al defence as a basis for the state’s armed defence and asymmetrical respon-
se in the transition from an individual defence principle (without allies) to a
collective defence (in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation).

Chronological framework of the research encompasses the peri-
od between 1990 and 2004. Such choice was made due to the fact that

2 There is no single definition of the term, but, in our case, the preferred definition of

hybrid warfare is a combination of military actions by conventional and irregular
forces and information warfare.



in 1990 the re-established Lithuania embarked upon the development
of its military structures and in 2004 achieved the goal in the field of
armed defence by becoming a member of a collective security alliance
(NATO) and entered a new phase of the collective defence.

Research methodology. The significance of historical experience
supplied by historical research has been acknowledged in the Lithu-
anian Military Doctrine promulgated in 2010 where it is said that an
analysis of history and incorporation of findings into a planning process
affords key insights into how the armed forces power can best be ap-
plied to achieve favourable outcomes’.

The descriptive method in my research is necessary for the presen-
tation of the collected archival material, to arrange it in chronological
order, and to make it possible to perform a cross-sectional study.

The research does not focus exclusively on military power or its
uses as it involves the necessity to investigate political processes that
took place in Lithuania between 1990 and 2004. The research, therefo-
re, utilises an interdisciplinary approach by employing not only histori-
cal methods but also methods of other social sciences.

The warfare development is estimated in historical, geopolitical and
national security contexts. The study of military power and its develo-
pment is performed by applying statistical method, yet such quantitati-
ve research method is also used by political scientists, as for example in
the assessment of the views and actions of politicians or an arms race —
and in our case — in the study of the development process of armament
in the Lithuanian armed forces. Using the statistical method, the study
was done of quantitative and qualitative parameters of the armed forces
assuring Lithuania’s national defence (personnel, organisation, wea-
ponry and equipment, etc.), including their changes and funding.

According to the Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT), se-
curity in any geographical region may be examined from a single or
all the four perspectives (patterns): at the local level; between states;
between regions (or complexes), and at the global level*. In my research

3

Lietuvos kariné doktrina (Lithuanian Military Doctrine). Vilnius, 2010, p. 29.
4 BUZAN, B., WAEVER, O. Regions and Powers: the Structure of International Se-
curity. Cambridge, 2003, p. 50-51.



an attempt is made to embrace all the levels of the studies of Lithuania’s
security, ranging from the local level (the state of Lithuania’s national
security per se) to the global level (relations with NATO and the US),
thereby construing the structure and narrative of the thesis.

Analysis of political documents and statements by politicians, a con-
ventional tool for research in political sciences, proves helpful in our
case as well for the purpose of historical research.

Regrettably, there is no more possibilities today to talk to certain
persons who took part in the initial phase of the creation of Lithuania’s
national defence system, nonetheless, the use of the unstructured in-
terview technique offered the opportunity to question directly persons
involved at first-hand in the events of that period who were responsible
for making decisions while creating and developing the national secu-
rity and defence system of the Republic of Lithuania in 1990-2004. It
should be clarified that the information gathered using the interview
techniques, which, at first sight, may seem inaccurate and biased, was
judged in conjunction with an analysis of official written and icono-
graphic sources (decrees, orders, and other official documents, legal
acts and resolutions, video footage and photographs, etc.).

The research relies on a critical analysis of historiographical mate-
rials. It should be noted that the research carried out by the representa-
tives of political sciences during the period under our examination has
already become a subject of history and historical research. While sear-
ching for the sources relevant for this research, we had to take a critical
look at the fact that the armed defence is a particularly sensitive area
and that part of the information related to the national defence has been
classified and therefore there was no possibility to make use of it. Ne-
vertheless, it can be stated that there is an adequate amount of available
public materials for the purpose of such research. Part of the formerly
classified or restricted information has been declassified today, which
implies that previous documents and records pertinent to the individual
defence have lost their relevance following the accession of Lithuania
to NATO. This can be seen at the NATO reading room of the Martynas



Mazvydas National Library where the documents bearing the marking
“classified” or “restricted” have been made available to the public.
Pursuant to legal and regulatory acts of the Republic of Lithuania
in compliance with the NATO requirements, a part of the information
will be destroyed after a fixed period of time. As a result, neither today,
nor after 50 or 100 years, such information will cease to be accessible
to historians, thus, when doing a research of the type I have done, one
often finds oneself in a situation when a part of valuable information
has been already destroyed. The major part of documents and written
records of the centuries gone has been lost irreparably and irreversibly,
which, however, does not prevent historians from the study of the past.

HISTORIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW

It is not easy to estimate an extent of historical coverage of the processes
of'the creation of Lithuania’s national defence system after 1990. There is no
lack of scholarly research dealing in geopolitical processes during the initial
period of the restoration of statehood, political confrontation with the local
Soviet power structures and the Soviet central authorities. Historical studies
covering the re-establishment of the Lithuanian army and defence capabi-
lities in the period 1990-2004 are scant, however. Compared with the other
countries of Eastern Europe, where similar processes took place in the sp-
here of the build-up of defensive capabilities in 1989-2004, a larger amount
of research exists in Poland®, the Czech Republic?, Slovakia’, whereas in
Latvia and Estonia such studies are inconsiderable in number®.

5 KUPIECKI, R. NATO w polskiej perspektywie 1989-2019. Warszawa, 2019; TELEP,
D. Ewolucja struktur organizacyjnych sit zbrojnych RP w systemie bezpieczenstwa
panstwa. Rozprawa doktorska, Siedlce, 2014; TOMASZEWSKI, P. Sity zbrojne w
polskiej mysli politycznej od roku 1989 do wyboréw parlamentarnych w 2011 r.
Historia i Polityka, 2013, Nr. 9 (16), s. 45-57, WALCZAK, L. NATO Enlargement:
Strategic Impact on Poland s Security. Quantico, 2004.

6 TUMA, M., JANOSEC, J., PROCHAZKA, I. Obrannd politika Ceskoslovenské a
Ceské Republiky (1989-2009), Praha, 2009; Armada Ceské Republiky 1993-2012.
Praha, 2013.

7 BYSTRICKY, J., CAPLOVIC, M., PURDEK, I, STAIGL, J. Ozbrojené Sily Slo-
venskej Respubliky 1918-2005. Bratislava, 2005.

8 CIGANOVS, J. The Latvian Army. Riga, 2019.
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It can be said that a military topic, covered to the greatest extent, is
related to the events of 13 January 1991 in Vilnius, the organisation of vo-
lunteer forces, specific circumstances of the acquisition of weapons and
the creation of the national defence system that took place between 1989
and 1993. These studies are valuable because they are based on archival
records and not simply on the memoirs and publications in popular sci-
ence editions. Of note is an annotated historical documentary publication
The Restoration of Lithuanias National Defence System, 1989-1993° is-
sued by the Union of Reserve Officers of Lithuania (LAKS) detailing the
circumstances of the re-establishment of the Supreme Council and other
entities involved in preparedness for the defence and the development of
other miscellaneous units of the national defence system. The widest co-
verage of the processes of the restoration of the Lithuanian armed forces
was provided by the Gintautas Surgailis in his volume Lietuvos kariuo-
mene 1918-1998 [The Lithuanian Armed Forces, 1918-1998]', and in his
studies on the establishment and activities of the Department of National
Defence in 1990—1991, and on the development of the Lithuanian state
border guard system in 1990-1994"". In 2004, a book on the Lithuanian
armed forces by the Soviet army officer Lieutenant Colonel Jonas Uzur-
ka saw the light which received negative reviews, the book claimed that
the initial phase of the restoration of the army was the year 1988 when
the Union of Reserve Officers of Lithuania (LAKS) was re-established
(though the term “established”” would be more accurate since that organi-
sation rallied former Soviet army officers)'>.

Over the past decade, a number of historical studies, based on hit-
herto unknown and unpublished sources, dedicated to the research of
individual units of the Lithuanian armed forces have been published.

Lietuvos krasto apsaugos sistemos atkiirimas 1989—1993 m. Vilnius, 2015.

10 SURGAILIS, G. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918—-1940. Vilnius, 1998.

I SURGAILIS, G. Krasto apsaugos departamentas ir jo veikla 1990—-1991 m. Karo
archyvas, t. XIX, Vilnius, p. 414-481. SURGAILIS, G. Valstybés sienos apsauga
1990-1994 metais. Vilnius, 2008.

12 UZURKA, J. Lietuvos karivomenés atkirimas 1988—1991 metais, Vilnius, 2004.

Recenzija: SURGAILIS, G. Jono Uzurkos knygos ,,Lietuvos kariuomenés atkiri-

mas 1988-1991 metais“ recenzija. Karo archyvas, 2005, t. XX, p. 331-341.
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Mindaugas Katilius explored the evolution of the Training Regiment
of the then Department of National Defence in 1990-1991", Valdas
Rakutis and Jonas Vaic¢enonis provided a historical overview of the Li-
thuanian Grand Duke Algirdas Mechanized Infantry Battalion', and
Algirdas Gamziukas, in his historical sketches Padangiy vyciai'® and
Du deSimtmeciai padangiy sargyboje'®, investigated the development
of the Air Force of the Lithuanian armed forces in 1992-2012. The his-
torical annals of the Lithuanian Navy are dedicated to the history of the
restored Lithuanian naval force!’. Major General Jonas AndriSkevicius,
the first Chief of Defence of Lithuania after the re-establishment of in-
dependence, in his historical study provided an outline of the history
of the establishment and activities of the Lithuanian National Defence
School, subsequently reorganised into the General Jonas Zemaitis Mi-
litary Academy of Lithuania, in the period from 1990 to 1994'%. Darius
Kuodis, on the basis of unpublished sources, explored the activities of
the Soviet Committee for State Security (the KGB) directed against the
Department of National Defence in 1990-1991 and uncovered attempts
to discredit it, he also presented the data on the information collected by
the KGB pertaining to the armament activities on the part of Lithuanian
national defence structures®.

Another area of research related to the subject matter of my thesis
that received a somewhat more extensive attention concerns the cir-
cumstances of the withdrawal of the Russian Army from the territory
of the Republic of Lithuania and the military and political issues as-
sociated with these developments. A number of studies dedicated to

3 KATILIUS, M. Lietuvos Respublikos krasto apsaugos departamento Mokomasis
Jjunginys 1990-1991 m. Istoriné apybraiza, atsiminimai, dokumentai. Vilnius, 2011.

14 RAKUTIS, V., VAICENONIS, J. Lietuvos didziojo kunigaikscio Algirdo mechani-
zuotojo péstininky bataliono istorija. Vilnius, 2012.

5 GAMZIUKAS, A. Padangiy vyciai. Kaunas, 2008.

1 GAMZIUKAS, A. Du desimtmeciai padangiy sargyboje. Vilnius, 2012.

Karinés jiiry pajégos. Istorijos metrastis. Ed. Antanas Brencius. Vilnius, 2018.

18 ANDRISKEVICIUS, J. Nuo krasto apsaugos mokyklos iki akademijos (1990—1994

m.). Vilnius, 2019.

JUODIS, D. KGB pries Krasto apsaugos departamentg 1990-1991 m.: informacijos

rinkimas ir méginimai veikti. Karo archyvas, 2019, t. XXXIV, p. 240-261.
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the withdrawal of Russian troops from Lithuania are available. In his
publication On Negotiations with Russia Concerning the Withdrawal of
Troops from Lithuania, Ceslovas Stankevi¢ius provided an overview of
the negotiations at the highest political level on the withdrawal of the
Russian Army from Lithuania®, and Gintaras Surgailis, in his mono-
graph Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas 1990-1993 [The Withdrawal of
Russian Troops, 1990-1993], examined the steps of Lithuania’s politi-
cal leadership and authorities seeking to draw the attention of foreign
politicians to the issue of the presence of foreign armed forces in Lithu-
ania and practical questions of the process of the withdrawal of the oc-
cupation forces®'. Inga Arlauskaité and Raminta K$anyté-Amstrong, in
their book Okupaciné kariuomené Lietuvoje [The Occupation Army in
Lithuania] gave space to the developments that involved the withdrawal
of Russian troops?. Also noteworthy is an informative annotated col-
lection of the documents related to the withdrawal of Russian forces
which saw the light in 2005%.

Political scientist Feliksas Zigaras studied the security and defence
concerns of the Baltic countries during the period from 1990 to 2002
and institutional cooperation of the Baltic States in the military sphere
in 1990-2010%. Noteworthy are an informative annotated collection of
the documents related to the withdrawal of Russian forces which can be
attributed to the source database and an article by a Lithuanian diplomat
Vladimir Jermolenko.?

2 STANKEVICIUS, C. Derybos su Rusija dél karivomenés isvedimo is Lietuvos. Vil-

nius, 2002.

SURGAILIS, G. Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas 1990—1993. Vilnius, 2005.

2 ARLAUSKAITE, I, KSANYTE-AMSTRONG, 1. Okupaciné karivomené Lietuvo-

Jje. Vilnius, 2007.

Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas dokumentuose. Edited by Algis Balaisis and Gintau-

tas Surgailis, Vilnius, 2005.

2 ZIGARAS, F. Baltijos Salys: saugumas ir gynyba 1990-2002. Vilnius, 2002.

25 7IGARAS, F. Baltijos saliy institucinis bendradarbiavimas 1990-2010 m. Vilnius,
2012.

2 Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas dokumentuose. Ed. Algis BalaiSis ir Gintautas Sur-
gailis, V., 2005; JERMOLENKO, V. The withdrawal of the Soviet/ Russia armed
forces and the end of occupation, Romanian Journal for Baltic and Nordic studies,
2016, Vol. 8. No. 2, pp. 103—-111.

2
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The issues of the Baltic States’ security and defence, the orientation
towards NATO, the changes of the US position on the Baltic countries
and the Russian factor in the Nordic-Baltic region, the comparison of
the military capabilities of the Baltic countries have drawn increased
attention of the academic community after 1990, and certain insights
were of great value to my research?’.

Kristina Spohr Readman analysed Germany’s policy actions in re-
solving the security problems of the restored Baltic countries®, and a
group of authors examined NATO’s “open-door” policy in Europe in
an informative edition published in 2019 Open Door: NATO and Euro-
Atlantic Security After the Cold War®.

In 2004, Arvydas Pocius, at the U.S. Army War College, produced
a final thesis on the transformation of the Lithuanian armed forces see-
king to comply with the new tasks while joining NATO*. The mono-
graph authored by Vytautas Jokubauskas, Jonas Vaicenonis, Vygantas
Vareikis and Hektoras Vitkus®' deals, from different perspectives, in a
number of issues such as the historical development of the Lithuanian
Riflemen’s Union and paramilitarism, the structure, funding and equi-

2" Baltic security prospects at the turn of the 21st century. Ed. A. LEJINS, 2000;
BLANK, S. J. NATO enlargement and the Baltic States: what can the great po-
wers do? Carlise, 1997; JACOBY, W. The enlargement of the European Union and
NATO. Ordering from the menu in Central Europe. Cambridge university press,
2004; KNUGSEN, O.F. Stability and security in the Baltic Sea region. London,1999;
LEHTI, M. Protege or go-between? The role of the Baltic states after 9/11 in EU-US
relations. Journal of Baltic studies, 2007, Vol. 38, No. 2, pp. 127-151; DAVIS, M.D.
An historical and political view of the reserve and guard forces of the Baltic States
at the beginning of the twenty-first century. Journal of Baltic studies, 2006, Vol. 37,
No. 4, pp. 363-387; LAMOREUX, J., GALBREIT, D.J. The Baltic States as “small
states”: negotiating the “East” by engaging the “West”. Journal of Baltic studies,
2008, Vol. 39, No. 1, pp. 1-14.

2 SPOHR READMAN, K. Germany and the Baltic Problem After the Cold War: The
Development of a New Ostpolitik, 1989—-2000. Routledge, 2004.

2 Open Door: NATO and Euro-Atlantic Security After the Cold War. Washington,
2019.

30 POCIUS, A. Joining NATO: transforming the Lithuanian armed forces for new tas-
ks. Carlisle barracks, 2004 [The author’s collection sent from the US War College].

31 JOKUBAUSKAS, V., VAICENONIS, J., VAREIKIS, V., VITKUS, H. Valia priesintis.
Paramilitarizamas ir Lietuvos saugumo problemos. Klaipéda, 2015.
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pment of the recreated Lithuanian armed forces, the National Defence
Volunteer Forces, threats to national security and defence perspectives.

It must be stated that there is a scarcity of conceptual works of his-
tory related to the subject matter of my thesis, therefore there is a lack
of historiographical tradition to rely upon. In fact, the statements and
assessments formulated in my thesis have been arrived at through the
analysis of the data from unpublished sources, official documents and
information obtained by means of interviewing techniques.

Meanwhile, there is no lack of policy studies and a wide range of
research is available on Lithuania’s political and diplomatic orientation
towards NATO, the defence build-up strategies and confrontation with
Russia over security issues.

In his article published in 1999, Darius K. Mereckis evaluated the perfor-
mance of Lithuania and NATO under the Partnership for Peace programme,
including an analysis of Lithuania’s prospects to become a NATO member.
He claimed that it would have been beneficial for NATO to admit Lithuania
to the Alliance as the first one among the Baltic states because it would fa-
cilitate the solution of Russian dilemma, justifying his statement by the fact
that Lithuania did not have a contiguous border with the mainland Russia
(only with the Kaliningrad Region), and therefore NATO would not expand
towards Russia’s border*?. Rolandas Kacinskas examined Lithuania’s public
perceptions on security issues. When assessing the survey results, he arrived
at the conclusion that it did not matter what percentage of people supported
one or another approach, what really mattered is the fact that a large part of
the public was entirely unconcerned about security issues, he therefore for-
mulated a conclusion to the effect that an explicitly stated security concept
makes it possible to keep the public informed and to forge a consensus,
which is vital for Lithuania’s security and provides an opportunity to clearly
express its own security concerns and expectations to foreign counterparts®.

2. MERECKIS, D. K. Lithuania as a NATO partner. Lithuanian Foreign Policy Re-
view, Vol. 4 [interactive] 1999 [accessed July 19, 2016]. Internet address: <http://
Ifpr.1t/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LFPR-4-Mereckis.pdf>

3 KACINSKAS, R. Lithuanian Public View on National Security in a Changing Environment
Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review, Vol. 2 [interactive] 1998 [accessed August 29, 2016].
Internet address: <http:/Ifpr.lt/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LFPR-2-Kacinskas.pdf>
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In his article published in 2003, Kestutis Paulauskas explored the
transformation of Lithuania’s armed forces in the transition from the
individual defence principle to the collective defence principle. He ar-
gued that NATO convinced Lithuania and other candidates to move
away from the concept of territorial defence and structures®. In asses-
sing these insights from a historical perspective, we shall note that the
author gave a fairly accurate evaluation of the transformation of the Li-
thuanian armed forces, but he made an error in assessing the role of ter-
ritorial defence as the “shadow of the past”. The 2014 military actions
and Russia’s aggression in Ukraine have clearly shown that territorial
defence is an important component of the defence capability, especially
in the face of hybrid war, and it is exactly hybrid warfare that would
make an integral part of hypothetical aggression.

The study by Gediminas Vitkus published in 2006 inquires into
Lithuanian-Russian relations which are examined through the impli-
cations of the experience of the relationship with Russia gained after
the re-establishment of Lithuania’s independence and the assessment of
the impact of external factors — the European Union and the United Sta-
tes®. The study by Ainius Lasas, Irmina Matonyté and Vaida Jankaus-
kaité, which saw the light in 2020, provides a research of the impact of
historical experiences on the general public of Lithuania as far as public
perception of military threats is concerned?®.

RESEARCH SOURCES

For the purpose of the thesis research, an extensive use was made
of the records maintained at the National Defence Archives of the Mi-
nistry of National Defence of the Republic of Lithuania (KAA), the

3 PAULAUSKAS, K. The Driving Logic Behind the Defence Reform in Lithuania:

Building the Future Military. Baltic Defence Review, 2003, No. 9, Vol. 1, p. 134.

VITKUS, G. Diplomatiné aporija: tarptautiné Lietuvos ir Rusijos santykiy norma-

lizacijos perspektyva. Vilnius, 2006.

36 LASAS, A., MATONYTE, I., JANKAUSKAITE, V. Facing past, present, and futu-
re: the role of historical beliefs and experiences in the Lithuanian public perception
of military threats. Journal of Baltic studies, 2020, Vol. 51, No. 2, p. 199-221.
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archives of the National Defence Volunteer Forces (KASPA) and the
Lithuanian Special Archives (LYA). Part of the records at the archi-
ves of the Ministry of National Defence are marked as “confidential”
or “restricted”, although they were declassified a decade ago. Another
important resource was the NATO online database (nato.int), the online
digital archives of the United States presidents George Bush and Bill
Clinton, the President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin, and the National Secu-
rity Archive, NASA.

The research has extensively utilised a new and unpublished restric-
ted-access source from the KAA — three pre-accession programmes, the
Membership Action Plans®’, which defined the objectives and results of
Lithuania as a country seeking NATO membership, including quantita-
tive and qualitative indicators of the transformation of the armed forces,
an analysis of military as well as political and economic aspects.

Another important set of unpublished sources includes other declas-
sified documents maintained at the Archives of the Ministry of National
Defence. Unfortunately though a problem occurred relating to the com-
pliance with the requirements of the Act on State Secrets and Official
Secrets, under which many documents have been destroyed, while the
digitisation of records due to be destroyed started after the end of the
time framework of my research.

Published orders and decrees of the ministers of National Defence
dated to 1991-1992 were also used as a source for my research’.

37

Lietuvos pasirengimo narystei NATO programa (2000-2001 m.), K44, f. 2, ap. 7,
b. 122; Lietuvos pasirengimo narystei NATO programa (2001-2002 m.), K44, f. 2,
ap. 7, b. 139; Lietuvos pasirengimo narystei NATO programa (2002-2003 m.), KA4,
f.2,ap.7,b. 166.

Krasto apsaugos departamento generalinio direktoriaus jsakymai 1990-1991. Ats.
red. ir sud. G. Surgailis. Vilnius, 2003; Krasto apsaugos ministro jsakymai. T. 1.
1991 Nr. 222-355, 1992 Nr. 01-479. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2004; Krasto
apsaugos ministro jsakymai. T. 2. 1991 Nr. 222-355, 1992 Nr. 01-479. Sudarytojas
Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2004; Krasto apsaugos ministro jsakymai. T. 2. 1992 Nr. 480—
749. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2006; Krasto apsaugos ministro jsakymai.
T. 2. 1992 Nr. 480-749. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2006; Krasto apsaugos
ministro jsakymai. T. 3. 1992 Nr. 750-975. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2006.

38
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The published memoirs by the retired lieutenant colonel Cirilis Norkus®,
the retired Lieutenant General Arvydas Pocius, former Chief of Defence,*
and Artiiras Skucas, former head of ATAS, the Security Department of the
Supreme Council* provided a wealth of valuable information when writing
the thesis. Presumably a civil institution, it was prepared to take direct action
in the defence of the Supreme Council and was involved in the procurement
of arms to the National Defence Volunteer Forces.

The research makes an extensive use of primary and secondary sources,
and the data collected using a method of interview can also be looked upon
as primary source, however, where an interviewee was not directly involved
in a given event, merely reproducing information which he had received
from other informants, such source should be treated as secondary. In my
case, all the data obtained by using interview techniques can be treated as
primary sources since each interviewee (former ministers of national defen-
ce, ministers for foreign affairs of Lithuania, commanders of the Lithuanian
armed forces, officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or defenders of the
Lithuanian parliament) was directly involved in particular events. This type
of sources was collected between 2015 and 2020.

Information contained in the periodical press has been also relevant
to my research — the journals Krasto apsauga, Karys, Savanoris, Kar-
das, Kariunas, Lietuvos metiné strateginé apzvalga, and Foreign Po-
licy Review. Furthermore, a specialised periodical journal of military
studies Foreign Military Review*, issued by the Ministry of Defence of
the Soviet Union (later of the Russian Federation) in Moscow served as
a research source, the journal publishes materials for officers to provide
information on foreign military thought, warfare, samples of military
equipment, the organisation of the armed forces and their development
prospects. Following the re-establishment of independence by the Bal-
tic States, information on their military forces started to appear in the

3 NORKUS, C. Tévynés labui. Klaipéda, 1999.

4 POCIUS, A. Nematomuose apkasuose: kaip mes atkiuréme Lietuvos kariuomene.
Vilnius, 2017.

4 SKUCAS, A.A. Péstininko uzrasai. Vilnius, 2012. SKUCAS, A.A. Nepriklausomy-
bés gvardija. Vilnius, 2018.

2 3apybescroe soennoe 0603peHie. MOCKBa.
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journal. It should be noted that the main focus in this publication was
given not to the emerging or developing armed forces of the Baltic Sta-
tes, but to the relationship between the Baltic countries and NATO and
Russia and to the enlargement of the Alliance.

The materials of the conferences organised by the Ministry of Na-
tional Defence and the Lithuanian Armed Forces, in which the trends
and perspectives of Lithuania’s defence strategy were discussed and
information, otherwise not made public, provided®, the collection of
documents prepared by the Chairman of the Supreme Council of Lithu-
ania (Reconstituent Seimas) Vytautas Landsbergis* and the collection
of speeches given by the President of Lithuania Valdas Adamkus in
1998 — 2002, which touch on the issues of Lithuania’s orientation to-
wards NATO%, could also be considered as sources for my research

Another important source for the research includes the analytical
studies in political science delivered during the period covered in my
research that are devoted to NATO, the integration of the Baltic States
and analyses and forecasts related to security issues*®, which had influ-

4 Konferencija Lietuvos gynybos problemos, Vilnius, 1995; Moksliné konferencija

,, Lietuvos gynybos problemos . Vilnius, 1996; Moksliné konferencija Teritoriné gy-
nyba, Vilnius, 2001.

“ LANDSBERGIS, V. Lietuvos kelias j NATO. 1992-2004 m. idéjos, dokumentai,
liudijimai. Vilnius, 2005.

s ADAMKUS, V. Penkeri darbo metai. Kalbos, interviu, laiskai. Vilnius, 2002.

4% ASMUS, R. D., LARRABEE, S.F. NATO and the have-nots: reassurance after en-
largement. Santa Monica, 1997, ASMUS, R. D., NURICK, R. NATO Enlargement
and the Baltic States. Santa Monica, 1996; ASMUS, R. D., KUGLER, R. L., LAR-
RABEE, STEPHEN. F What will NATO enlargement cost? Santa Monica, 1997;
KROESEN, F. W. The Military Aspects of NATO Expansion. NATO Afier Enlarge-
ment: New Challenges, New Missions, New Forces, Carlisle, 1998.; KRAMMER,
M. NATO, the Baltic states and Russia: A framework for sustainable enlargement.
International Affairs, Vol. 78, No. 4, 2002; MEYER, K. R. US Support for Baltic
Membership in NATO: What Ends, What Risks? Parameters, No. 01, p. 67-82, [in-
teractive] 2000 [accessed on August 21, 2017]. Internet address: < http://www.bits.
de/NRANEU/docs/Meyer2000.htm>; OLDBERG, 1. Reluctant Rapprochement:
Russia and the Baltic States in the context of NATO and EU Enlargements. Stock-
holm, 2003; SAPRONAS, R. The costs of NATO enlargement to the Baltic States.
[interaktyvus], Washington, 2000, [Zr. 2018-06-11]. Internet address: < https://www.
nato.int/acad/fellow/98-00/sapronas.pdf.>
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ence on the decisions made during that period both in Lithuania, the US
and other foreign countries.

“Soft” sources (memoirs, reminiscences, public speeches, records
by political figures and influential persons, such as V. Landsbergis, V.
Adamkus, A. Brazauskas*’) have provided useful information on poli-
tical nuances surrounding the accession to NATO. The sources gleaned
from newspapers have provided certain information on the background
of decision-making processes; it is worth noting, however, that even if
journalists would normally only reproduce information that was acces-
sible to them, yet this kind of information presents certain value in the
contextual dimension.

DEFENDED STATEMENTS

In view of the thesis research object, aims and objectives, the follo-
wing statements to be defended have been formulated:

1. In the wake of the declaration of independence, Lithuania was
confronted by a major challenge to restore (build up) the defence capa-
bility in order to counter an eventual aggression of the Soviet Union
(thereafter — Russia). The Soviet (later — Russian) military contingent
deployed in the territory of the Republic of Lithuania, being conside-
rably larger and better equipped in relation to the armed forces of the
re-established Republic of Lithuania, constituted a potential threat to
the sovereignty. The presence of the armed forces of a foreign state
presented an obstacle for the Republic of Lithuania to maintain military
relations with foreign countries, and impeded the provision of military
logistical support and the supply of military materiel to Lithuania, pre-
vented her membership and participation in the international defence
alliances, therefore the restored armed forces were assigned solely the
tasks of national (territorial) defence.

2. Following the withdrawal of the Russian military forces from Li-
thuania, Lithuania embarked on the construction of the state’s defence
capabilities in two parallel vectors:

47 LANDSBERGIS, V. Kalté ir atpirkimas. Apie Sausio 13-gjq. Vilnius, 2012.
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a) the development and armament of its own armed forces and the
development of the territorial defence concept (military component of
the defence capability);

b) proactive measures aimed at the membership in the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Alliance and at becoming part of a collective defence system
(political component of the defence capability).

In the framework of the Partnership for Peace, Lithuania was pro-
vided an opportunity to actively cooperate with the armed forces of the
member states of NATO, to participate in a number of peace-keeping
missions, to gain experience and move towards NATO military stan-
dards, and to build a reputation as being a reliable partner, all of which
facilitated the opening of NATO doors.

3. The Russian Federation saw a threat to its national security in
NATO’s eastward expansion. Notwithstanding NATO efforts to involve
Russia in the decision-making processes, Russia’s political leadership
opposed the admittance of Lithuania and the other Baltic countries to
NATO, trying to involve them in the Eastern security system structures
and to provide unilateral Kremlin security guarantees to the Baltic sta-
tes, which threatened to “imprison” them in the Grey Zone of Russian
influence. Lithuania was exposed to a heavy political pressure on the
part of Russia which made all efforts to prevent Lithuania and the other
Baltic states from the membership in NATO. The United States was the
key supporter for the Baltic countries in their aspiration to join NATO.

4. Foreign military support was particularly of great importance to
Lithuania in its efforts to enhance its defence capabilities, while the na-
ture and extent of the assistance and contributions fluctuated depending
on significant political developments and agreements. The assistance
was provided not only by the member states of NATO but also by the
neutral Sweden. Being chaotic at the outset, the military support sub-
sequently assumed a planned nature and was targeted to the achieve-
ment of the specific objectives. Some of the Lithuanian defence capa-
bilities (artillery, airspace control) were built up and developed only
through the assistance of foreign countries.
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5. The concept of territorial defence was an asymmetric response
to the threats posed by a greater military power. The territorial defence
forces relied on a voluntary system of military recruitment, a principle
traditional to Lithuania (and the other Baltic states). With the develo-
pment of Lithuania’s armed forces and the enhancement of political
component (collective security) of the national defence capability, ter-
ritorial defence transformed from territorial defence towards territorial
protection.

The structure of the dissertation

The dissertation consists of the table of contents, the preface, the
research and analysis chapters, the conclusions, the list of references
and sources, and the appendices. The preface provides a description
of the thesis relevance, novelty, significance, the research object, the
objectives to be achieved and the tasks to realise the objectives, with
chronological framework of the research defined, the review of metho-
dology and approaches applied, the overview of historiography and the
summary of sources.

The main body of the dissertation is divided into three chapters.
The first chapter deals with the defence challenges encountered by the
Republic of Lithuania in the period from 1990 to 1993, and the first
steps in restoring the national defence system and the problems that
had emerged after the declaration of independence and acting under
the conditions approximating the status of occupation. The chapter also
provides an analysis of the development and transformation of the key
national defence institutions, the issues of armament and supplies, and
the significance of the withdrawal of Russian troops for the build-up of
the national defence system.

The second chapter offers an analysis of the efforts of the Republic
of Lithuania to join the North Atlantic Treaty Alliance. The chapter gi-
ves summarised information on NATO and its geopolitical significance
during the 1989-1991 transformative period, an analysis of domestic
political discourse in the Republic of Lithuania and political consen-
sus on the NATO membership, the issues of categorical opposition by
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Russia to the membership of the Baltic states in NATO and to the en-
largement of NATO as well the importance of the US support for Li-
thuania in its accession to NATO and Lithuania’s efforts to secure that
support are dealt with. This chapter provides an analysis of the NATO
pre-accession programme and its implementation.

The third chapter contains an analysis of an increased cooperation
and partnership with NATO, an examination of the processes of the
development of defence capabilities between 1994 and 1998, participa-
tion in peace-keeping missions, exercises and partnership programmes,
the pre-accession programme and the course of its implementation, the
last phases of the armed force transformations, from an official invita-
tion of Lithuania to the moment of its accession to the Alliance.

The fourth chapter deals with the issues of the development, chal-
lenges and problems of territorial defence as the key response to a subs-
tantially greater military power of a potential aggressor.

CONCLUSIONS

1. In the wake of the re-establishment of its statehood, the Repu-
blic of Lithuania was faced with major security challenges — the oc-
cupying forces of the Soviet Union, which refused to recognise the
independence, were stationed on its sovereign territory, with Soviet
special agencies and administrative authorities in full operation. The
Soviet Committee for State Security made all efforts to discredit the
state institutions and politicians of an incipient Lithuania. The restora-
tion of Lithuanian armed forces provoked intense debate in a political
environment. The discussions in the Supreme Council concerning the
concept and rebuilding of Lithuania’s defence capability prevented the
re-establishment of the Ministry of National Defence as a successor to
the institution of the first Republic of Lithuania, and the Department of
National Defence was established as its substitute. The restoration of
Lithuanian armed forces proceeded under the guise of the activities of
athletic and technical clubs and the need for protection of the key state
properties. In the aftermath of the failed Soviet putsch of August 1991,
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the creation of Lithuanian armed forces progressed in an open manner,
with the land, air and sea forces put in place. The place of the Lithu-
anian Riflemen’s Union in the system of national defence was taken up
by the National Defence Volunteer Forces. While restoring the armed
forces, civilian control of part of the armed forces had become a chal-
lenge when a number of volunteers wilfully walked away from service
in August 1993, which led to a political crisis. A standoff came to the
fore between soldiers and officers who embarked on a military career
after the independence, often without adequate military training, and
the officers who had served and received training in the Soviet army
(the “red colonels™).

The provision with armaments of the national defence system pre-
sented a major problem in the initial stage of the rebuilding of the armed
forces, initially because of the pressures put by Soviet power structures,
and later because of an unofficial embargo on arms sales by foreign
countries and a difficult economic situation. With the withdrawal of
Russian troops in 1993 and the restoration of Lithuania’s armed forces,
opportunities were created for the cooperation in military sphere with
foreign countries, for the reception of assistance, and for the involve-
ment in the international peace-keeping missions and for the search for
collective security solutions.

2. Following the withdrawal of the Russian military forces from Li-
thuania, Lithuania embarked on the construction of the state’s defen-
ce capabilities in two parallel vectors: by actively pursuing its goal to
become a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Alliance and a part of
the collective defence system, and by developing of and providing ar-
maments for its armed forces and by elaborating the territorial defence
concept. At that time, a consolidated political decision was adopted to
the effect that only the NATO membership could safeguard the security
of the Republic of Lithuania and coherent efforts aimed at the members-
hip were put into action. The Partnership for Peace programme, offered
as part of the accession to NATO, neither provided any immediate secu-
rity guarantees nor secured membership in the Alliance automatically,
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yet a synergy of political and military factors considerably contributed
to the enhancement of Lithuania’s defence capability.

The NATO enlargement and Lithuania’s aspiration for the members-
hip in the Alliance triggered categorical resistance of Russia. Whereas
Lithuania saw its NATO membership as a component of “civilizatio-
nal” comeback to the West, Russia, for her part, perceived NATO’s
eastward advance as a threat to its national security. Russia, however,
did not fear NATO’s military aggression; it was rather concerned about
the loss of influence over the former countries of the Soviet Union and
the Soviet bloc. Despite the efforts by the Alliance to involve Russia
in the discussions on security issues and decision-making processes,
the Russian government continued to be opposed to the admittance of
Lithuania and the other Baltic countries to NATO and tried to involve
them in the Eastern security system structures and to provide unilateral
Kremlin security guarantees to the Baltic states, which meant that they
would remain in the so-called “the near abroad” zone of Russia. The
United States was the key supporter for the Baltic countries in their
aspiration to join NATO, while the Lithuanian political leadership took
diplomatic steps to promote a more proactive support of the United Sta-
tes for the idea of Lithuania’s membership in NATO and consolidated
the efforts of other countries aspiring to NATO membership. An impor-
tant contribution by Lithuania’s armed forces to the international pea-
ce-keeping missions and counterterrorism operations helped to build a
reputation as being a reliable partner, which facilitated the achievement
of its membership in NATO. With joining the Alliance, the Republic of
Lithuania has resolved its national security problems and neutralised
eventual threats. Collective defence has proved an effective means of
deterrence of a potential aggressor providing assurance for an inevita-
ble response in case of any armed attack (conventional or hybrid).

3. The development of military power in Lithuania proceeded in
line with the requirements to comply with NATO standards. In the fra-
mework of the Partnership for Peace, Lithuania was provided an oppor-
tunity to actively cooperate with the armed forces of the member sta-
tes of NATO, to participate in a number of peace-keeping missions, to
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gain experience and move towards NATO military standards. For the
first time in history, joint military capabilities of the Baltic States have
been developed in all branches of the armed forces (BALTBAT — land
forces, BALTRON — navy forces, BALTNET — airspace control in air
forces). For the first time in the post-First World War period, the joint
Lithuanian-Polish LITPOLBAT battalion was formed. The Lithuanian-
Polish battalion was to become the first joint military unit of Lithuania
and another NATO member state. The three NATO pre-accession pro-
grammes, the progress and achievements of which were assessed in
cooperation with the Alliance, created conditions for a coherent trans-
formation of the Lithuanian armed forces in their transition from indi-
vidual defence towards collective defence. After the commencement
of the rebuilding of its military capabilities, Lithuania confronted the
need to procure and supply its armed forces with weapons and milita-
ry equipment. In the difficult economic situation in which the restored
state found itself it was impossible to generate required funds, hence
the military assistance of foreign countries proved highly significant
and relevant. With the great powers avoiding any confrontation with
Russia, it was Poland and the Czech Republic that extended the first mi-
litary aid to Lithuania, while substantial support in terms of non-combat
equipment came from neutral Sweden. The U.S.-Baltic Charter proved
a breakthrough after the signing whereof the United States started to
supply the needed military equipment, such as rifles, modern anti-tank
and anti-aircraft missiles.

In April 1999 at the NATO Summit in Washington the Members-
hip Action Plan, designed to assist Lithuania in preparation for NATO
membership, was launched. It opened the way to a dedicated and sche-
duled military support by NATO member states and Sweden, which
was focused on the implementation of specific targets. Artillery and air
defence capabilities required for every army were created and develo-
ped due solely to foreign assistance.

From the very outset, the military component of defence capability
was developed in compliance with NATO requirements and the develo-
pment of the national security system was planned in accordance with
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the reception of military support, while the support was provided in such
areas which answered NATO expectations and in individual cases conf-
ronted with the ambitious plans of Lithuania’s national defence system.

4. Territorial defence in Lithuania and in the neighbouring Baltic
states always has been a traditional asymmetric response to military
threats presented by the adjacent great powers. Territorial defence in
the reinstated Lithuania was equated with the specimens of guerrilla
warfare. The concept of Lithuania’s military security attempted to seek
opportunities for a synergy between the regular (conventional armed
forces) and volunteer forces (National Defence Volunteer Forces, Li-
thuanian Riflemen’s Union, and other armed public agencies). In coope-
ration with NATO member states a concept of active territorial defence
was developed which conflicted with the “cobweb” conception propo-
sed by the National Defence Volunteer Forces. As part of the imple-
mentation of the NATO pre-accession programme, the role of territorial
defence, which had been developed from the outset of the restoration
of Lithuania’s military capability and which had to assure the state’s
asymmetric defence capability, had decreased with a transition towards
the principle of international collective defence and with a transforma-
tion from the doctrine of territorial defence to the capabilities allowing
participation at all levels of the Alliance operations.
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Ivadas

Atsikiirusios Lietuvos Respublikos teritorijoje tebeveiké Soviety Sa-
jungos admnistracinés ir represinés struktiiros, buvo dislokuota okupaci-
né kariuomené. Lietuvos valstybingumas de jure nebuvo pripazjstamas
ir balansavo ties iSlikimo riba. Soviety Sgjunga galéjo panaudoti karing
jéga ir sunaikinti atkurtos valstybés struktiiras, taip jtvirtindama penkias-
desimt mety trukusios okupacijos status quo. Valstybés teis¢ ir biitinybé
gintis yra racionaliai suformuotas esminis prigimtinis jstatymas, taciau,
nors ir turédama formalig teoring teis¢ gintis, 1990 metais atkurta Lietu-
vos Respublika neturé€jo gynybinés galios $ia teise realizuoti.

Gynybiné galia yra platesné sgvoka nei kariné jéga. Ji apima ne tik
karinj, bet ir politinj bei diplomatinj instrumentarijy. Lietuvos gynybiné
galia grindZziama ne tik kariuomene, jos parengtimi ir apginklavimu,
Tautos apsisprendimu ir pasiryZimu prieSintis kiekvienam uzpuolikui,
pilieciy pasirengimu visuotiniam ginkluotam ir neginkluotam pasiprie-
Sinimui bei pilietinei gynybai, bet ir NATO sgjungininky teikiama pa-
galba ir solidarumu'.

NATO démens jtraukimas ] Lietuvos gynybinés galios vertinimg i$
esmés keicia tyrimo lauka. Jungimosi j kolektyvinio saugumo sgjungas,
galin¢ias uztikrinti valstybés saugumo interesus, tyrimo problematika
patenka ir j politikos moksly tyrimy lauka.

Tarpdisciplininis tyrimo laukas ir pobiidis suponuoja ir §io tyrimo
aktualuma. Atsizvelgiant | vis spartéjant] gyvenimo tempa, skaitme-
nizacija ir moderniy technologijy skleidziamas Zinias, istorikai jgauna
naujas praeities vertinimo ir refleksijos galimybes, o laikas, reikalingas
»istorinei distancijai* nustatyti, vis labiau traukiasi.

Pirmajj pasaulinj karg laiméjusios didZiosios valstybés nesugebéjo
sukurti realios saugumo uZztikrinimo sistemos Europoje, o Pirmosios
Lietuvos Respublikos pastangos rasti patikimg sajungininkg tarpuka-
riu buvo nesékmingos. Todé¢l visg tarpukario laikotarpj Lietuva buvo
priversta tenkintis savarankiskos gynybos, paremtos iSimtinai Lietuvos

1

Nacionalinio saugumo pagrindy jstatymas. 1996-12-19, Nr. VIII-49. Valstybés zi-
nios, 1997-01-08, Nr. 2-16.
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kariuomenés ir paramilitariniy organizacijy pajégomis, sistema. Tai
lémé, kad 1938-1940 m. ginti valstybinguma Lietuva gal¢jo tik indi-
vidualiai, pasitelkdama tik savas ginkluotasias pajégas, neturédama
aiskiai jsipareigojusiy sajungininky paramos. Be koaliciniy pajégumy
sinergijos tarpukariu praktiskai buvo nejmanomas ir atgrasymo politi-
kos jgyvendinimas bei ilgalaikio saugumo uztikrinimas.

1990-2004 metai Lietuvos istorijoje buvo nuoseklus kelias jveikiant
uztikrinimo garantijy. Kita vertus, atsigrezta ir j istorinj paramilitarizmo
fenomeng ir paramilitarizmo praktika, kai vykdant karines operacijas
remiamasi paramilitaristiniy ir reguliariyjy pajégy veikimo sinergija.

Darbo naujumas ir aktualumas yra tas, kad pirmag kartag NATO ple-
tros ir Lietuvos stojimo j §j kolektyvinés gynybos aljansg aspektai yra
tiriami ne kaip atskiri reiSkiniai, o kaip sinergiskas istorinis procesas,
per tarpdisciplining prizme jvertinant politinio démens poveik] ir svar-
ba kariniam veiksniui ir atvirks¢iai. ISanalizavus §j klausimg galima
pateikti rekomendacijas dél Siuo metu aptariamos glaudesnés Baltijos
$aliy, Siaurés $aliy ar Ryty Europos 3aliy kooperacijos raidos. Po Ukrai-
nos jvykiy pasirodé, kad tebéra labai aktuali teritorinés gynybos 1990—
2004 m. patirtis, ypac kaip atsakas j hibridines grésmes. Tyrimas taip
pat galéty praversti analizuojant, kaip yra plétojama Ryty partnerystés
programa, skirta padéti Sakartvelui, Ukrainai ir Moldovai integruotis j
NATO struktiiras.

Karybos sampratai kintant nuo konvencinés link hibridinés (NATO
vartojamas terminas hybrid warfare)?, tikétina, jog toks tyrimas ak-
tualus ir planuojant Lietuvos valstybés gynybos strategijg. Jis galéty
paskatinti vie$a ir argumentuotg diskusija apie Lietuvos nacionalinio
saugumo ir gynybos biikle bei perspektyvas.

Tyrimo objektas — Lietuvos Respublikos gynybinés galios transfor-
macija 1990-2004 m.

2 Egzistuoja daug $io termino interpretacijy, tatiau musy atveju hibriding karybg tin-

kamiausia bity apibrézti kaip konvenciniy ir partizaniniy pajégy karo veiksmy ir
informacinio karo kombinacija.
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Tyrimo tikslas — nustatyti ir jvertinti, kokiy sprendimy, veiksmy ir
aplinkybiy visuma sudaré galimybes Lietuvos Respublikai per 1990—
2004 m. laikotarpj i3 kariniu poziiiriu silpnos valstybés tapti Siaurés
Atlanto sutarties organizacijos (NATO) nare, sukurti reikalavimus ati-
tinkancias karines pajégas ir spresti nacionalinio saugumo grésmes.

UZdaviniai:

1. iSanalizuoti atkurtosios Lietuvos Respublikos gynybinés galios
(krasto apsaugos sistemos) atkiirimg pradiniame individualios gynybos
etape (iki 1994 m.);

2. i8nagrinéti Lietuvos Respublikos siekj sukurti politinj gynybinés
galios démenj tampant NATO nare, §j procesa lémusius politinius, kari-
nius ir ekonominius veiksnius bei Rusijos daryta jtaka;

3. istirti krasto apsaugos sistemos raida, karinio gynybinés galios
démens stiprinimg ir uzsienio valstybiy parama, transformuojant gin-
kluotgsias pajégas ir siekiant atitikti NATO keliamus reikalavimus $a-
lims naréms;

4. iSnagrinéti teritorinés gynybos, kaip ginkluotos valstybés gyny-
bos pagrindo ir asimetrinio atsako, kiirimg, vystyma ir poky¢ius, per-
einant nuo individualios (be sajungininky) prie kolektyvinés (Siaurés
Atlanto sajungoje) gynybos principo.

Tyrimo chronologinés ribos apima 1990-2004 metus. Tokj pasi-
rinkimg 1émé tai, kad 1990 metais atsikiirusi Lietuva, pradéjusi vystyti
karines struktiiras, 2004 metais ginkluotos gynybos srityje pasieke uz-
sibréztg tikslg ir tapo kolektyvinio saugumo aljanso — NATO — nare bei
pradéjo nauja kolektyvinés gynybos etapa.

Tyrimo metodai. Istorinés patirties, kurig pateikia istoriniai tyrimai,
svarba yra pripazjstama 2010 metais patvirtintoje Lietuvos karinéje
doktrinoje, kur teigiama, jog istorijos analiz¢ ir iSvady jtraukimas j pla-
navimo procesg nulemia efektyvesnj kariuomenés galios panaudojima®.

Deskriptyvinis, apraSomasis metodas mano tyrime yra reikalingas
pateikti surinktai faktologinei medziagai, iSdéstyti chronologine tvarka,
sudaryti galimybes jg naudoti jvairiais pjuviais.

3 Lietuvos kariné doktrina. Vilnius, 2010, p. 29.
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Siame tyrime néra koncentruojamasi vien j karine galig ar jos panau-
dojima, nes tenka nagrinéti ir politinius procesus, vykusius Lietuvoje
1990-2004 metais. Tad yra remiamasi tarpdisciplinine prieiga, pasitel-
kiami ne tik istorijos, bet ir kity socialiniy mokslo kryp¢iy metodai.

Karybos raida yra vertinama istoriniu, geopolitiniu ir valstybés
saugumo pozitriu. Kariné galia ir jos raida tiriama pasinaudojant sta-
tistiniu metodu, taciau toks kiekybinio tyrimo metodas naudojamas ir
politology, pvz., vertinant politiky nuomones ir veiklg ar ginklavimosi
varzybas — o misy atveju — tiriant Lietuvos kariuomenés ginklavimosi
raida. Pasitelkus statistinj metodg tiriami Lietuvos nacionaling gyny-
ba uztikrinan¢iy ginkluotyjy pajégy kiekybiniai ir kokybiniai (asme-
nin¢ sudétis, organizacija, ginkluoté ir kt.) parametrai, jy pokyciai bei
finansavimas.

Remiantis Regioninio saugumo kompleksy teorija (Regional Se-
curity Complex Theory (RSCT) saugumas bet kokiame geografiniame
regione gali biiti tiriamas vienu ar visais keturiais pjaviais (konteks-
tais): lokaliniu lygmeniu; tarp valstybiy; tarp regiony (arba kompleksy
(complexes) ir globaliniu lygmeniu®. Mano tyrime yra bandoma aprépti
visus Lietuvos saugumo tyrimo lygmenis — nuo lokalinio (Lietuvos na-
cionalinio saugumo padétis per se) iki globalinio (santykiai su NATO ir
JAV), tokiu pagrindu konstruojant disertacijos struktiirg ir jos naratyva.

Politiniy dokumenty ir politiky pasisakymy analiz¢, jprastas poli-
tikos moksly atstovy tyrimy jrankis, taip pat yra naudingas atliekant
mano disertacijos istorinj tyrima.

Deja, siandien nebéra galimybés pakalbinti kai kuriy asmeny, daly-
vavusiy pradiniame Lietuvos krasto apsaugos sistemos kiirimo etape,
taCiau buvo pasinaudota galimybe nestruktiiruoto interviu metodu tie-
siogiai apklausti to meto jvykiy dalyvius, 1990-2004 metais buvusius
atsakingais uz sprendimy priémima kuriant ir vystant Lietuvos Respu-
blikos nacionalinio saugumo ir gynybos sistemg. Pazymétina, kad in-
terviu metodu surinkta informacija, kuri i$ pirmo zvilgsnio gali pasiro-
dyti esanti netiksli ar neobjektyvi, buvo vertinama kartu analizuojant

4 BUZAN, B., WAEVER, O. Regions and powers: the structure of international secu-
rity. Cambridge, 2003, p. S0-51.
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oficialius raSytinius ir ikonografinius Saltinius (jsakymus, nurodymus
ir kitus dokumentus, jstatymus ir nutarimus, vaizdo medziagg ir nuo-
traukas ir kt.).

Tyrimas remiasi kritine istoriografinés medziagos analize. Pazymé-
tina, kad tiriamuoju laikotarpiu atlikti politikos moksly atstovy tyrimai
Siandien jau patys tapo istorijos ir jos tyrimo objektu. Ieskant tyrimui
svarbiy Saltiniy teko kritiSkai jvertinti tai, kad ginkluota gynyba yra
itin jautri sritis ir kad dalis su Salies gynyba susijusios informacijos yra
islaptinta ir ja nebuvo galimybés pasinaudoti. Taciau, galima konstatuo-
ti, kad yra pakankamai vieSos medziagos tokiam tyrimui atlikti. Dalis
anksciau jslaptintos arba riboto naudojimo informacijos Siandien yra
iSslaptinta, o tai sietina su tuo, kad Lietuvai jstojus ] NATO ankstesni
su individualia gynyba susij¢ dokumentai bei duomenys tapo nebeaktu-
altis. Tuo galima jsitikinti Martyno Mazvydo nacionalinés bibliotekos
NATO skaitykloje, kur jau galima susipazinti su dokumentais, kurie
buvo pazyméti zyma ,,slaptai arba ,,riboto naudojimo*.

Vadovaujantis LR jstatymais ir kitais norminiais aktais, atitinkan-
¢iais NATO standartus, dalis informacijos, su¢jus nustatytam terminui
bus sunaikinta. Sitaip nei $iandien, nei po 50 ar po 100 mety ji nebus
prieinama istorikams, tad vykdant mano tyrimg teko nuolat susidurti su
situacija, kad dalis vertingos informacijos jau yra sunaikinta. DidZio-
ji dalis ankstesniy amziy dokumenty ir rasytiniy Saltiniy yra prarasta
negrjZztamai ir neatkuriamai, taciau tai netrukdo istorikams tyrinéti to
laikmecio jvykiy.

ISTORIOGRAFIJOS APZVALGA

Ivertinti Lietuvos krasto apsaugos sistemos kiirimosi procesy po
1990 mety istorinj iStirtuma yra gana sudétinga. Moksliniy tyrimy apie
geopolitinius procesus, vykusius pirminiu valstybés atkiirimo laikotar-
piu, apie politing konfrontacija su vietos sovietines valdzios strukti-
romis ir centrine Soviety Sajungos valdzia netriiksta. Taciau istoriniai
tyrimai, susij¢ su Lietuvos kariuomenés atkiirimu ir gynybinés galios
kiirimu 1990-2004 metais, néra gausiis. Palyginti su kitomis Ryty Euro-
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pos Salimis, kuriose 1989-2004 metais vyko panaSss procesai, daugiau
gynybinés galios kiirimo srities tyrimy galime surasti Lenkijoje®, Ceki-
jos Respublikoje®, Slovakijoje’, o Latvijoje ar Estijoje jy néra daug®.
Galima teigti, kad placiausiai iSnagrinéta kariné tema yra susijusi
su 1991 m. sausio 13 d. jvykiais Vilniuje, savanoriy grupiy organizavi-
mu, ginkly jsigijimo ypatumais bei 1989—1993 metais vykusiu krasto
apsaugos sistemos kiirimu. Sie tyrimai yra vertingi, nes remiasi archy-
viniais dokumentais, o ne vien atsiminimais ir publikacijomis mokslo
populiarinimo leidiniuose. Vertas démesio Lietuvos atsargos karininky
sajungos (LAKS) isleistas istorinis dokumentinis leidinys su komenta-
rais ,,Lietuvos krasto apsaugos sistemos atkfirimas 1989-1993 m.*’, ap-
tariantis Auksciausiosios Tarybos ir kity objekty pasirengimo gynybai
bei jvairiy krasto apsaugos sistemos padaliniy kiirimo aplinkybes ir rai-
da. Placiausiai Lietuvos kariuomenés atkiirimo procesus nagrinéjo isto-
rikas Gintautas Surgailis knygoje ,,Lietuvos kariuomené 1918—19981°,
taip pat tyrimuose apie Krasto apsaugos departamento jkiirima ir veikla
1990—-1991 metais, apie Lictuvos valstybés sienos apsaugos sistemos
raidg 1990-1994 metais''. 2004 metais Sovietinés kariuomenés pulki-
ninkas leitenantas Jonas Uzurka isleido neigiamy jvertinimy sulaukusig
knygg apie Lietuvos kariuomeng, jos atkfirimo pirminiu etapu laikyda-

5 KUPIECKI, R. NATO w polskiej perspektywie 1989-2019. Warszawa, 2019; TELEP,
D. Ewolucja struktur organizacyjnych sit zbrojnych RP w systemie bezpieczenstwa
panstwa. Rozprawa doktorska, Siedlce, 2014; TOMASZEWSKI, P. Sity zbrojne w
polskiej mysli politycznej od roku 1989 do wyboréw parlamentarnych w 2011 r.
Historia i Polityka, 2013, Nr. 9 (16), s. 45-57; WALCZAK, L. NATO Enlargement:
Strategic Impact on Poland s Security. Quantico, 2004.

6 TOMA, M., JANOSEC, J., PROCHAZKA, J. Obranna politika Ceskoslovenské a
Ceské Republiky (1989-2009), Praha, 2009; Arméada Ceské Republiky 1993-2012.
Praha, 2013.

7 BYSTRICKY, J., CAPLOVIC, M., PURDEK, I, STAIGL, J. Ozbrojené Sily Slo-
venskej Respubliky 1918-2005. Bratislava, 2005.

8 CIGANOVS, J. The Latvian Army. Riga, 2019.

Lietuvos krasto apsaugos sistemos atkiirimas 1989—1993 m. Vilnius, 2015.

10 SURGAILIS, G. Lietuvos kariuvomené 1918—1940. Vilnius, 1998.

I SURGAILIS, G. Krasto apsaugos departamentas ir jo veikla 1990—-1991 m. Karo
archyvas, t. XIX, Vilnius, p. 414-481. SURGAILIS, G. Valstybés sienos apsauga
1990—1994 metais. V., 2008.
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mas 1988 metus, kai buvo atkurta (tiksliau biity vartoti ,,jkfirimo* ter-
ming, kadangi $i organizacija vienijo buvusius Sovietinés kariuomenés
karininkus) Lietuvos atsargos karininky sajunga (LAKS)".

Paskutiniuoju deSimtmeciu pasirodé¢ istoriniy tyrimy, pagristy nezi-
nomais ir nepublikuotais Saltiniais, skirty atskiry Lietuvos kariuomenés
daliniy tyrimams. Mindaugas Katilius tyrin¢jo Lietuvos Respublikos
krasto apsaugos departamento Mokomojo junginio raidag 1990-1991
metais'®, Valdas Rakutis ir Jonas Vai¢enonis pateiké Lietuvos didzio-
jo kunigaikscio Algirdo mechanizuotojo péstininky bataliono istori-
jos apzvalga', o Algirdas Gamziukas istorijos apybraizose ,,Padangiy
vy¢€iai“! ir ,,Du deSimtmeciai padangiy sargyboje !¢ nagrinéjo Lietu-
vos kariuomenés kariniy oro pajégy raidg 1992-2012 metais. Atsikt-
rusiy Lietuvos kariniy jury pajégy istorijai yra skirtas Lietuvos kariniy
jary pajégy istorijos metrastis'’. Buves kariuomenés vadas gen. Jonas
Andriskevic¢ius mokslo studijoje apzvelgé Lietuvos krasto apsaugos
mokyklos, véliau tapusios Generolo Jono Zemaicio Lietuvos karo aka-
demija, steigimo ir veiklos istorijg 1990—1994 metais'®. Darius Kuodis,
remdamasis nepublikuotais Saltiniais, tyré sovietinio saugumo (KGB)
veikimg prie§ Krasto apsaugos departamentg 1990-1991 m. ir atsklei-
dé méginimus jj diskredituoti, taip pat pateiké duomenis apie KGB
rinkta informacija, susijusia su Lietuvos krasto apsaugos ginklavimosi
procesais®.

12 UZURKA, J. Lietuvos karivomenés atkirimas 1988—1991 metais, Vilnius, 2004.

Recenzija: SURGAILIS, G. Jono Uzurkos knygos ,,Lietuvos kariuomenés atkiiri-

mas 1988-1991 metais“ recenzija. Karo archyvas, 2005, t. XX, p. 331-341.

KATILIUS, M. Lietuvos Respublikos krasto apsaugos departamento Mokomasis

Junginys 1990-1991 m. Istoriné apybraiza, atsiminimai, dokumentai. Vilnius, 2011.

4 RAKUTIS, V., VAICENONIS, J. Lietuvos didziojo kunigaikscio Algirdo mechani-
zuotojo péstininky bataliono istorija. Vilnius, 2012.

5 GAMZIUKAS, A. Padangiy vyciai. Kaunas, 2008.

16 GAMZIUKAS, A. Du deSimtmeciai padangiy sargyboje. Vilnius, 2012.

Karinés jiiry pajégos. Istorijos metrastis. Sud. Antanas Brencius. Vilnius, 2018.

18 ANDRISKEVICIUS, J. Nuo krasto apsaugos mokyklos iki akademijos (1990—

1994 m.). Vilnius, 2019.

JUODIS, D. KGB pries Krasto apsaugos departamentg 1990-1991 m.: informacijos

rinkimas ir méginimai veikti. Karo archyvas, 2019, t. XXXIV, p. 240-261.
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Dar viena kiek placiau tyrinéta sritis, susijusi su mano darbo temati-
ka, yra Rusijos kariuomenés iSvedimo i§ Lietuvos Respublikos teritorijos
aplinkybés ir su Siais procesais susije politiniai bei kariniai klausimai. Ru-
sijos kariuomenés i$vedimui i§ Lietuvos yra skirtos kelios studijos. Ceslo-
vas StankeviCius leidinyje ,,Derybos su Rusija dél kariuomenés iSvedimo
i§ Lietuvos* apzvelge auksciausiu politiniu lygmeniu vykusias derybas del
Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimo i§ Lietuvos,” o Gintaras Surgailis mono-
grafijoje ,,Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas 1990-1993 m.* aptaré Lietuvos
Respublikos politinés vadovybes ir institucijy Zingsnius, siekiant atkreipti
uzsienio Saliy politiky démes;j j svetimos kariuomenés buvimg Lietuvoje ir
praktinj okupacinés kariuomenés iSvedimo procesg?'. Inga Arlauskaité ir
Raminta KSanyté-Amstrong knygoje ,,Okupaciné kariuomené Lietuvoje*
skiria vietos ir su Rusijos kariuomenés i$vedimu susijusiems procesams®.
Verta pazyméti ir 2005 metais iSleista informatyvy su Rusijos kariuomenés
iSvedimu susijusj dokumenty rinkinj su komentarais®.

Feliksas Zigaras tyrin¢jo Baltijos $aliy sauguma ir gynyba 1990—
2002 m.** bei Baltijos $aliy institucinj bendradarbiavima karinéje sri-
tyje 1990-2010 m.*. Verta pazyméti informatyvy su Rusijos kariuo-
meneés iSvedimu susijusj dokumenty rinkinj su komentarais, kurj buty
galima priskirti ir Saltiniy bazei, bei Lietuvos Respublikos diplomato
Vladimiro Jermolenkos straipsnj*.

Baltijos $aliy saugumo ir gynybos problemos, orientacija j NATO,
JAV pozicijos Baltijos $aliy atzvilgiu kaita ir Rusijos faktorius Siaurés

2 STANKEVICIUS, C. Derybos su Rusija dél kariuvomenés isvedimo is Lietuvos. Vil-

nius, 2002.

SURGAILIS, G. Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas 1990—1993. Vilnius, 2005.

2 ARLAUSKAITE, I, KSANYTE-AMSTRONG, 1. Okupaciné kariuomené Lietuvo-

Jje. Vilnius, 2007.

Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas dokumentuose. Sudarytojai Algis Balaisis ir Gintau-

tas Surgailis, Vilnius, 2005.

2 ZIGARAS, F. Baltijos Salys: saugumas ir gynyba 1990-2002. Vilnius, 2002.

3 ZIGARAS, F. Baltijos Saliy institucinis bendradarbiavimas 19902010 m. Vilnius, 2012.

% Rusijos kariuomenés isvedimas dokumentuose. Sudarytojai Algis Balaisis ir Gintau-
tas Surgailis, V., 2005; JERMOLENKO, V. The withdrawal of the Soviet / Russia
armed forces and the end of occupation, Romanian Journal for Baltic and Nordic
studies, 2016, Vol. 8. No. 2, pp. 103—-111.
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Europos ir Baltijos regione, Baltijos Saliy kariniy pajégy palyginimas
po 1990 mety sulauké didesnio tyrinétojy démesio, o kai kurios jzval-
gos buvo vertingos ir mano tyrimui?’.

Kristina Spohr Readman analizavo politinius Vokietijos veiksmus
sprendZiant atsikdirusiy Baltijos valstybiy saugumo problemas®, o gru-
pé autoriy nagringjo NATO ,,atviry dury* politika Europoje informa-
tyviame, 2019 metais publikuotame leidinyje ,,Open Door: NATO and
Euro-Atlantic Security After the Cold War*®,

2004 metais Arvydas Pocius JAV armijos karo koledze (U.S. Army
War College) parengé baigiamaji darba apie Lietuvos kariuome-
nés transformacija, siekiant atitikti naujus tikslus, iSkilusius stojant j
NATO¥. Vytauto Jokubausko, Jono Vai¢enonio, Vyganto Vareikio ir
Hektoro Vitkaus monografijoje®!, kurioje jvairiais aspektais buvo tiria-
ma ne tik Lietuvos Sauliy sgjungos ir paramilitarizmo istoriné raida, bet
ir atkurtosios Lietuvos kariuomenés, SKAT, KASP bei Lietuvos Sau-
liy sgjungos struktiira, finansavimas, ginkluote, grésmés nacionaliniam
saugumui ir gynybos perspektyvos.

Reikia konstatuoti, kad mano tiriama tematika konceptualiy istori-
niy darby néra daug, tad néra ir istoriografinés tradicijos, kuria bty

¥ Baltic security prospects at the turn of the 21st century. Ed. A. LEJINS, 2000;
BLANK, S. J. NATO enlargement and the Baltic states: what can the great powers
do? Carlise, 1997; JACOBY, W. The enlargement of the European union and NATO.
Ordering from the menu in Central Europe. Cambridge university press, 2004;
KNUGSEN, O. F. Stability and security in the Baltic Sea region. London,1999;
LEHTI, M. Protege or go-between? The role of the Baltic states after 9/11 in EU-US
relations. Journal of Baltic studies, 2007, Vol. 38, No. 2, pp. 127-151; DAVIS, M.D.
An historical and political view of the reserve and guard forces of the Baltic States
at the beginning of the twenty-first century. Journal of Baltic studies, 2006, Vol. 37,
No. 4, pp. 363-387; LAMOREUX, J., GALBREIT, D.J. The Baltic states as “small
states”: negotiating the “East” by engaging the “West”. Journal of Baltic studies, 2008,
Vol. 39, No. 1, pp. 1-14.

2 SPOHR READMAN, K. Germany and the Baltic Problem After the Cold War: The
Development of a New Ostpolitik, 1989—-2000. Routledge, 2004.

2 Open Door: NATO and Euro-Atlantic Security After the Cold War. Washington, 2019.

30 POCIUS, A. Joining NATO: transforming the Lithuanian armed forces for new tas-
ks. Carlisle barracks, 2004 [Autoriaus kolekcija, parsisiysta i US War College].

3 JOKUBAUSKAS, V., VAICENONIS, J., VAREIKIS, V., VITKUS, H. Valia priesintis.
Paramilitarizamas ir Lietuvos saugumo problemos. Klaipéda, 2015.
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galima remtis. I§ esmés mano darbe suformuoti teiginiai ir vertinimai
yra gauti analizuojant duomenis i§ nepublikuoty $altiniy, oficialiy do-
kumenty bei interviu metodu gautos informacijos.

Politologiniy studijy ir jvairiy tyrimy apie politing ir diplomatine
Lietuvos orientacijg | NATO, gynybos kiirimo strategijas bei konfron-
tacija su Rusija saugumo klausimais Baltijos regione netruksta.

1999 metais publikuotame straipsnyje Darius K. Mereckis vertino
Lietuvos partnerytés su Aljansu veiklg pagal programa ,,Partnerysté tai-
kos labui®, taip pat analizavo Lietuvos perspektyvas tapti NATO nare.
Jo teigimu, NATO buty naudinga Lietuva pirmaja i$ Baltijos valstybiy
priimti j Aljansa, nes tai padéty iSspresti Rusijos dilemg ir tai motyva-
vo tuo, kad Lietuva neturi sienos su pagrindine Rusijos teritorija (tik
su Kaliningrado sritimi), todél NATO prie Rusijos sieny nepriartés®.
Rolandas Kacinskas tyré Lietuvos visuomenés nuomong saugumo
klausimais. Vertindamas atlikty apklausy rezultatus, jis konstatavo,
kad svarbu ne tai, kiek procenty Zmoniy pritaria ar ne vienam ar kitam
klausimui, o tai, kad didelé dalis visuomenés i§ viso nesidomi saugumo
klausimais, ir suformulavo i§vada, kad aiskiai suformuluota saugumo
koncepcija leidzia informuoti visuomeng ir pasiekti konsensusa, o tai
yra svarbu Lietuvos saugumui ir leidzia aiskiai iSreiksti savo saugumo
interesus ir lukes¢ius uzsienio partneriams?.

2003 metais publikuotame straipsnyje Kestutis Paulauskas nagriné-
jo Lietuvos kariuomenés transformacijg, pereinant nuo individualios
prie kolektyvinés gynybos principo. Jo teigimu, NATO jtikino Lietuva
ir kitas kandidates atsisakyti teritorinés gynybos koncepcijos ir struk-
tary*. Vertindami $ias jZvalgas i$ istorinés perspektyvos pastebésime,

32 MERECKIS, D. K. Lithuania as a NATO partner. Lithuanian Foreign Policy Re-
view, Vol. 4 [interaktyvus] 1999 [zr. 2016-07-19]. Prieiga per interneta: <http://1fpr.
1t/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LFPR-4-Mereckis.pdf>

33 KACINSKAS, R. Lithuanian Public View on National Security in a Changing Envi-
ronment Lithuanian Foreign Policy Review, Vol. 2 [interaktyvus] 1998 [Zr. 2016-08-
29]. Prieiga per interneta: <http://lfpr.lt/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LFPR-2-Ka-
cinskas.pdf>

3 PAULAUSKAS, K. The Driving Logic Behind the Defence Reform in Lithuania:
Building the Future Military. Baltic Defence Review, 2003, No. 9, Vol. 1, p. 134.
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kad autorius gana tiksliai jvertino Lietuvos kariuomenés transformaci-
ja, taciau suklydo vertindamas teritorinés gynybos kaip ,,praeities Se-
selio* reikSme. 2014 mety karo veiksmai ir Rusijos agresija Ukrainoje
pademonstravo, kad teritoriné gynyba yra svarbi sudétiné¢ gynybinés
galios dalis, ypac¢ susidiirus su hibridinio karu, o, biitent, hibridiniai
karo veiksmai biity neatsiejama hipotetinés agresijos dalis.

2006 metais isleistoje Gedimino Vitkaus studijoje nagrinéti Lietu-
vos ir Rusijos santykiai, kuriuos jis tiria pasitelkdamas po Lietuvos ne-
priklausomybés atkiirimo sukaupta santykiy su Rusija patirtj bei iSori-
niy veiksniy — Europos Sajungos ir Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy — jtakos
vertinimg®. 2020 metais pasirodziusioje Ainiaus LaSo, Irminos Mato-
nytés ir Vaidos Jankauskaités darbe yra istirta istoriniy patirCiy jtaka
Lietuvos visuomenei vertinant kylanc¢ias karinio pobtdZio grésmes*®.

TYRIMO SALTINIAIL

Tyrime yra placiai naudotasi Krasto apsaugos archyvu prie Lietu-
vos Respublikos krasto apsaugos ministerijos (KAA), Krasto apsaugos
savanoriskyjy pajégy archyvu (KASPA) bei Lietuvos ypatinguoju ar-
chyvu (LYA). Dalis dokumenty Krasto apsaugos ministerijos archyve
yra su Zyma ,,slaptai“ arba ,,riboto naudojimo®, bet jie buvo isslaptinti
prie$ deSimtj mety. Svarbus $altinis buvo internetiné NATO dokumenty
bazé (nato.int), JAV prezidenty G. Buso, B. Klintono, Rusijos prezi-
dento B. Jelcino internetiniai archyvai bei JAV nacionalinés zvalgybos
archyvas (National Security Archive, NASA).

Tyrime placiai buvo panaudotas naujas ir nepublikuotas riboto naudoji-
mo Saltinis i§ KAA — trys pasirengimo narystei NATO programos®’, kuriose

3% VITKUS, G. Diplomatiné aporija: tarptautiné Lietuvos ir Rusijos santykiy norma-

lizacijos perspektyva. Vilnius, 2006.

3 LASAS, A., MATONYTE, I., JANKAUSKAITE, V. Facing past, present, and futu-
re: the role of historical beliefs and experiences in the Lithuanian public perception
of military threats. Journal of Baltic studies, 2020, Vol. 51, No. 2, p. 199-221.
Lietuvos pasirengimo narystei NATO programa (2000-2001 m.), K44, f. 2, ap. 7,
b. 122; Lietuvos pasirengimo narystei NATO programa (2001-2002 m.), KA4, f. 2,
ap. 7,b. 139; Lietuvos pasirengimo narystei NATO programa (2002-2003 m.), KA4,
f.2,ap.7,b. 166.
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yra uzfiksuoti Lietuvos, siekianios narystés, i$sikelti tikslai ir rezultatai, pa-
teikiami kiekybiniai ir kokybiniai kariniy pajégy transformacijos rodikliai,
analizuojami ne tik kariniai, bet ir politiniai bei ekonominiai aspektai.

Svarbi nepublikuota Saltiniy grupé buvo ir kiti KraSto apsaugos mi-
nisterijos archyve sukaupti i$slaptinti dokumentai. Deja, buvo susidurta
su problema, kad vadovaujantis Valstybés ir tarnybos paslapciy jstaty-
mo reikalavimais daug dokumenty buvo sunaikinta, o skaitmeninés nai-
kinamy dokumenty kopijos buvo pradétos daryti jau pasibaigus mano
tyrimo chronologinéms riboms.

Kaip tyrimo S$altinis buvo naudojami ir Krasto apsaugos ministro
jsakymy 1991-1992 mety leidiniai’®.

Vertingos informacijos rengiant disertacija suteiké publikuoti dim. plk.
Itn. Cirilio Norkaus®, buvusio Lietuvos kariuomenés vado, dim. gen. Itn.
Arvydo Pociaus® bei Auksciausiosios Tarybos Apsaugos skyriaus (ATAS)
vadovo Artiiro Skuco atsiminimai*'. Si, atrodyty, civiliné institucija buvo
pasirengusi tiesiogiai dalyvauti Auksciausiosios Tarybos gynyboje bei prisi-
déjo apriipinant ginklais Savanoriskajg krasto apsaugos tarnyba.

Tyrime yra placiai naudojamasi pirminiais ir antriniais Saltiniais, o in-
terviu metodu gauti duomenys taip pat gali buti laikomi pirminiu Saltiniu,
nors, jeigu respondentas tiesiogiai nedalyvavo nagrinéjamuose jvykiuo-
se, o perpasakoja informacija, kurig jam suteiké kiti informantai, toks
Saltinis turéty biti vertintinas kaip antrinis. Mano atveju visi interviu me-
todu gauti duomenys gali biiti vertinami kaip pirminiai Saltiniai, kadangi
visi respondentai (buve krasto apsaugos ministrai, Lietuvos uzsienio rei-

38 Krasto apsaugos departamento generalinio direktoriaus jsakymai 1990-1991. Ats.
red. ir sud. G. Surgailis. Vilnius, 2003; Krasto apsaugos ministro jsakymai. T. 1.
1991 Nr. 222-355, 1992 Nr. 01-479. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2004;
Krasto apsaugos ministro jsakymai. T. 2. 1991 Nr. 222-355, 1992 Nr. 01-479. Suda-
rytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2004; Krasto apsaugos ministro jsakymai. T. 2. 1992
Nr. 480-749. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2006; Krasto apsaugos ministro
jsakymai. T. 3. 1992 Nr. 750-975. Sudarytojas Gintautas Surgailis, V., 2006.

3 NORKUS, C. Tévynés labui. Klaipéda, 1999, 355 p.

0 POCIUS, A. Nematomuose apkasuose: kaip mes atkiuréme Lietuvos kariuomene.
Vilnius, 2017.

4 SKUCAS, A. A. Péstininko uzrasai. Vilnius, 2012. SKUCAS, A. A. Nepriklausomy-
bés gvardija. Vilnius, 2018.
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kaly ministrai, Lietuvos kariuomenés vadai, UZsienio reikaly ministerijos
pareigiinai ar Lietuvos parlamento gynéjai) buvo tiesioginiai ty jvykiy
dalyviai. Si 3altiniy risis buvo surinkta 2015-2020 metais.

Kaip $altinis tyrimui buvo svarbi ir periodikoje pateikiama infor-
macija — leidiniai ,,Krasto apsauga®, ,,Karys®, ,,Savanoris®, ,,Kardas®,
»Karitinas“, ,Lietuvos metiné strateginé apzvalga®, ,,Foreign Policy
Review*. Taip pat kaip tyrimo S$altinis pasitarnavo ir Soviety Sajun-
gos (veliau — Rusijos Federacijos) gynybos ministerijos specializuotas
karinis periodinis zurnalas ,,Kariné uzsienio apzvalga“**, kuriame pu-
blikuota medziaga skirta supazindinti karininkus su uZsienio valstybiy
karine mintimi, karyba, karo technikos pavyzdziais, kariuomeniy orga-
nizacija ir jy vystymosi perspektyvomis. Baltijos valstybéms atgavus
Nepriklausomybe, Siame zurnale buvo pradéta publikuoti informacija
ir apie jy ginkluotasias pajégas. Reikéty pastebéti, kad didziausias dé-
mesys Siame leidinyje buvo skiriamas ne atkuriamoms ar kuriamoms
Baltijos valstybiy kariuomenéms, o Baltijos valstybiy santykiams su
NATO, Rusija bei Aljanso plétrai.

Saltiniais savo tyrime laikau ir publikuota KAM bei LK organi-
zuojamy konferencijy, kuriose buvo diskutuojama apie Lietuvos gy-
nybos strategijos kryptis ir perspektyvas, medziaga, kurioje patei-
kiama niekur kitur neskelbta informacija®, Lietuvos Auks¢iausiosios
Tarybos (Atkuriamojo Seimo) pirmininko Vytauto Landsbergio pa-
rengta dokumenty rinkinj* ir Lietuvos prezidento Valdo Adamkaus
1998-2002 mety kalby rinkinj, kuriame yra raSoma apie Lietuvos
orientacija | NATO®.

Svarbiu tyrimui $altiniu tapo tiriamuoju laikotarpiu atliktos analitinés
politikos moksly studijos, skirtos NATO, Baltijos valstybiy integracijos ir

2 Zapybescrnoe soennoe 0603peHie. MOCKBa.

Konferencija Lietuvos gynybos problemos, Vilnius, 1995; Moksliné konferencija

Lietuvos gynybos problemos. Vilnius, 1996; Moksliné konferencija Teritoriné gyny-

ba, Vilnius, 2001.

“ LANDSBERGIS, V. Lietuvos kelias j NATO. 1992-2004 m. idéjos, dokumentai,
liudijimai. Vilnius, 2005.

4 ADAMKUS, V. Penkeri darbo metai. Kalbos, interviu, laiskai. Vilnius, 2002.
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saugumo problemy analizei ir prognozéms*, turéjusios jtaka tuo metu pri-
imamiems sprendimams tiek Lietuvoje, tiek JAV ir kitose uZsienio Salyse.

»Minkstieji“ (soft) Saltiniai (politiniy veikéjy ir jtakingy asmeny
(V. Landsbergio, V. Adamkaus, A. Brazausko) atsiminimai, vie$osios
kalbos, uzrasai'’) suteiké naudingos informacijos apie politinius stoji-
mo j NATO niuansus. Saltiniai i§ laikra¢iy pateiké tam tikros informa-
cijos, kokiomis aplinkybémis vyko nutarimy priémimas, taciau verta
pastebéti, nors zurnalistai daznai tiktai atkartodavo informacija, kurig
gaudavo, taciau ji buvo vertinga kontekstiniu pozitriu.

GINAMIEJI TEIGINIAI

Atsizvelgiant j disertacijos tyrimo objekta ir iSsikelta tiksla formu-
luojami Sie ginamieji teiginiai:

1. Paskelbusi nepriklausomybe Lietuva susidiré su biitinybe atkur-
ti (sukurti) gynybing galia, reikalinga pasipriesinti eventualiai Soviety
Sajungos (véliau — Rusijos) karinei agresijai. Lietuvos Respublikos te-
ritorijoje dislokuotas Soviety (véliau — Rusijos) armijos kontingentas,
daug didesnis ir geriau ginkluotas uz atkurtas Lietuvos Respublikos
ginkluotgsias pajégas, kélé potencialig grésme suverenitetui. Sios sve-
timos valstybés ginkluotosios pajégos tapo klititimi Lietuvos Respubli-

% ASMUS, R. D., LARRABEE, S. F. NATO and the have-nots: reassurance after
enlargement. Santa Monica, 1997; ASMUS, R. D., NURICK, R. NATO enlargement
and the Baltic States. Santa Monica, 1996; ASMUS, R. D., KUGLER, R. L., LAR-
RABEE, STEPHEN. F What will NATO enlargement cost? Santa Monica, 1997,
KROESEN, F. W. The Military Aspects of NATO Expansion. NATO After Enlarge-
ment: New Challenges, New Missions, New Forces, Carlisle, 1998.; KRAMMER,
M. NATO, the Baltic states and Russia: A framework for sustainable enlargement.
International Affairs, Vol. 78, No. 4, 2002; MEYER, K. R. US Support for Baltic
Membership in NATO: What Ends, What Risks? Parameters, No. 01, p. 67-82, [in-
teraktyvus] 2000 [zr. 2017-09-21]. Prieiga per interneta: <http://www.bits.de/NRA-
NEU/docs/Meyer2000.htm>; OLDBERG, 1. Reluctant Rapprochement: Russia and
the Baltic States in the context on NATO and EU Enlargements. Stokholm, 2003;
SAPRONAS, R. The costs of NATO enlargement to the Baltic States. [interaktyvus],
Washington, 2000, [zr. 2018-06-11]. Prieiga per interneta: <https://www.nato.int/
acad/fellow/98-00/sapronas.pdf>

47 LANDSBERGIS, V. Kalté ir atpirkimas. Apie Sausio 13-gjq. Vilnius, 2012.
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kai siekiant palaikyti karinio pobtidZio rySius su uzsienio valstybémis,
stabdé eventualios jy karinés materialinés paramos teikimg Lietuvai
bei ginkly jsigijima, uzkirto kelig dalyvauti tarptautinése gynybinése
sajungose, tode¢l atkuriamai kariuomenei buvo keliamos tik valstybés
(teritorinés) gynybos uzduotys.

2. Isvedus Rusijos kariuomeneg i§ Lietuvos, valstybés gynybiné galia
pradéta konstruoti dviem lygiagreciais vektoriais:

a) vystant ir ginkluojant savo karines pajégas bei teritorinés gynybos
koncepcija (karinis gynybinés galios démuo);

b) aktyviai siekiant tapti Siaurés Atlanto sgjungos nare ir kolektyvi-
nés gynybos sistemos dalimi (politinis gynybinés galios démuo).

,Partnerystés taikos labui“ programa sudaré¢ galimybes Lietuvai
aktyviai bendradarbiauti su NATO priklausanciy $aliy kariuomené-
mis, dalyvauti taikos palaikymo misijose, jgyti patirties ir priartéti prie
NATO kariuomenéms keliamy standarty, uzsitarnauti patikimo partne-
rio reputacija, palengvinusig atsidaryti NATO duris.

3. Rusijos Federacija NATO plétroje Ryty kryptimi jzvelgé grésme
nacionaliniam saugumui. Nepaisant Aljanso pastangy jtraukti Rusijg |
sprendimy priémimo procesus, Rusijos politiné valdzia prieSinosi Lie-
tuvos ir kity Baltijos Saliy priémimui § NATO, mégino jtraukti j Ryty
saugumo sistemos struktiiras, suteikti Baltijos valstybéms vienasales
Kremliaus saugumo garantijas, grasinusias ,,jkalinti* jas pilkojoje Ru-
sijos jtakos zonoje, buvo daromas stiprus politinis spaudimas, siekiant
sutrukdyti Lietuvai ir kitoms Baltijos Salims tapti NATO narémis. JAV
buvo pagrindinés Baltijos $aliy narystés NATO siekio réméjos.

4. Uzsienio Saliy kariné parama buvo ypac¢ svarbi stiprinant Lietu-
vos Respublikos gynybing galia, o Sios paramos pobidis, dydis ir indélis
kito priklausomai nuo svarbiy politiniy jvykiy ir susitarimy. Jg teiké ne
tik NATO Zalys, bet ir neutrali Svedija. I§ pradziy buvusi chaotiska, pa-
laipsniui kariné parama tapo planinga ir buvo nukreipta j konkreciy tiksly
pasiekimg. Kai kurios Lietuvos karinés pajégos (artilerijos, oro erdvés
kontrolés) buvo sukurtos ir iSvystytos tik dél uzsienio saliy paramos.

5. Teritorinés gynybos koncepcija buvo asimetrinis atsakas j dides-
nés karinés galios keliamas grésmes. Teritorinés gynybos pajégos ré-
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mési tradiciniu Lietuvai (ir kitoms Baltijos valstybéms) savanorisko-
sios karo tarnybos principu. Vystant Lietuvos kariuomeng ir stiprinant
politinj (kolektyvinio saugumo) valstybés gynybinés galios démenj,
teritoriné gynyba transformavosi j teritoring apsauga.

Darbo struktiira

Disertacijg sudaro turinys, jvadas, déstomoji dalis, iSvados, Saltiniy
ir literatliros sgrasas bei priedai. Jvade aptariamas darbo aktualumas,
naujumas, reik§mingumas, jvardijamas tyrimo objektas, iSsikeliamas
tikslas ir uzdaviniai jam pasiekti, nustatomos tyrimo chronologinés ri-
bos, apzvelgiami metodologija ir taikomi metodai, aptariama istorio-
grafija bei pristatoma Saltiniy bazé.

Déstomaja disertacijos dalj sudaro trys skyriai. Pirmajame skyriuje
yra aptariami Lietuvos Respublikos gynybos issiikiai 1990—-1993 m. bei
pirmieji krasto apsaugos atkiirimo zingsniai ir problemos, kilusios pa-
skelbus nepriklausomybeg ir veikiant okupacijos arba artimos okupacijai
padéties salygomis. Taip pat yra nagrinéjama pagrindiniy krasto apsau-
gos institucijy ir pajégy kirimo raida ir transformacija, apginklavimo
ir apriipinimo problemos bei Rusijos kariuomenés iSvedimo reikSmeé
krasto apsaugos sistemos kiirimui.

Antrajame skyriuje yra nagrinéjamas Lietuvos Respublikos narystés
Siaurés Atlanto sagjungoje siekis. Jame yra pateikiama trumpa informa-
cija apie NATO ir jos geopoliting svarbg vykstant 1989—1991 mety li-
ziams, nagrinéjamas Lietuvos Respublikos vidinis politinis diskursas,
politinis konsensusas dél NATO narystés, atskleidziamas kategoriskas
Rusijos priesinimasis Baltijos valstybiy narystei ir NATO plétrai, JAV
paramos svarba atveriant Lietuvai duris ] Aljansg ir Lietuvos pastangos
§ig paramga uzsitikrinti. Siame skyriuje yra analizuojama pasirengimo
narystei NATO programa ir jos vykdymas.

Treciajame skyriuje analizuojamas vis stipréjantis bendradarbiavi-
mas ir partnerysté su NATO, nagrinéjama gynybinés galios vystymo
raida 1994-1998 m., dalyvavimas tarptautinése taikos misijose, praty-
bose ir partnerystés programose, pasirengimo narystei programa ir jos
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vykdymo eiga, paskutiniai kariniy pajégy transformacijos etapai, nuo
oficialaus Lietuvos pakvietimo momento iki jstojimo j Aljansg.

Ketvirtajame skyriuje yra nagriné¢jama teritorinés gynybos, tapusios
pagrindiniu asimetriniu atsaku j daug didesn¢ potencialaus agresoriaus
karine galia, raida, i§Stikiai ir problemos.

ISVADOS

1. Atkurusi valstybingumg Lietuvos Respublika susidiiré su saugu-
mo i$8tikiais — jos suverenioje teritorijoje stovéjo okupaciné nepriklau-
somybés nepripazjstancios Soviety Sajungos kariuomené, veiké jos
specialiosios tarnybos bei visos valdzios administracinés institucijos.
Sovietinis Valstybés saugumo komitetas sieké diskredituoti atsikurian-
Cias Lietuvos valstybés institucijas ir politikus. Lietuvos kariuomenés
atktirimas sukélé astrias politiky diskusijas. Auksciausiojoje Taryboje
kilusi diskusija dél Lietuvos gynybinés galios koncepcijos ir atkiirimo
sutrukdé¢ atkurti Krasto apsaugos ministerija, kaip pirmosios Lietuvos
Respublikos institucijos tgséja, vietoje jos buvo ikurtas Krasto apsau-
gos departamentas. Atkuriant Lietuvos kariuomene buvo maskuotasi
sporto ir techniniy kluby veikla bei svarbiy valstybés objekty apsaugos
poreikiu. Po nepavykusio 1991 m. rugpjii¢io ménesio puc¢o Soviety Sa-
jungoje, Lietuvos kariuomené pradéta kurti atvirai bei buvo suformuo-
tos sausumos, oro ir jury pajégos. Lietuvos Sauliy sajungos vietg vals-
tybés gynybos sistemoje uzémé Savanoriskoji krasto apsaugos tarnyba.
Atkuriant ginkluotgsias pajégas, grésme tapo civiliné (pilietine) dalies
ginkluotyjy pajégy kontrole, kai 1993 m. rugsejj dalis savanoriy sava-
valikai pasitrauké i§ tarnybos, sukeldami politing krize. ISkilo pries-
priesa tarp po nepriklausomybés savo karing karjera pradéjusiy kariy ir
karininky, neretai neturin¢iy reikiamo karinio i$silavinimo, ir Sovieti-
néje kariuomenéje tarnavusiy bei karinj i$silavinimg gavusiy karininky
(,,raudonyjy pulkininky®).

Krasto apsaugos sistemos apginklavimas pradiniame jos atkiirimo
etape buvo didelé problema, pradzioje dél sovietiniy jégos struktiiry
spaudimo, o véliau — dél neoficialaus uzsienio valstybiy embargo gin-
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kly pardavimui ir sunkios ekonominés padéties. 1993 m iSvedus Rusijos
armija bei atkiirus Lietuvos kariuomeng, atsirado prielaidos bendradar-
biauti su uzsienio $alimis gynybos srityje, gauti i$ jy parama, dalyvauti
tarptautinése taikos palaikymo operacijose bei ieskoti kolektyvinio sau-
gumo sprendimy.

2. Isvedus Rusijos kariuomeng i§ Lietuvos, valstybés gynybiné ga-
lia pradéta konstruoti dviem lygiagreciais vektoriais — aktyviai siekiant
tapti Siaurés Atlanto sajungos nare ir kolektyvinés gynybos sistemos
dalimi bei vystant ir apginkluojant savo karines pajégas, kuriant terito-
rinés gynybos koncepcija. Tuo metu buvo priimtas konsoliduotas poli-
tinis sprendimas, kad Lietuvos Respublikos saugumg gali uztikrinti tik
narysté NATO, ir pradétas nuoseklus Sios narystés siekis. Prisijungimas
prie NATO pasiilytos ,,Partnerystés taikos labui* programos tiesiogiai
nesuteiké saugumo garantijy ir savaime neuztikrino narystés Aljanse,
taciau politinio ir karinio veiksniy sinergija itin didino Lietuvos gyny-
bing galia.

NATO plétra ir Lietuvos narystés siekis tapti Aljanso nare sulauké
kategorisko Rusijos Federacijos pasiprieSinimo. Jeigu Lietuva savo na-
ryste NATO maté kaip ,,civilizacinio* grjzimo j Vakarus komponenta,
Rusija NATO plétra Ryty kryptimi laiké grésme savo nacionaliniam
saugumui. Tac¢iau Rusija baiminosi ne karinés NATO agresijos, o neri-
mavo dél jtakos praradimo buvusios Soviety Sajungos ir socialistiniy
valstybiy bloko teritorijoje. Nepaisant Aljanso pastangy jtraukti Rusi-
ja 1 diskusijas saugumo klausimais ir sprendimy priémimo procesus,
Rusijos valdzia priesinosi Lietuvos ir kity Baltijos Saliy priémimui |
NATO ir mégino jtraukti j Ryty saugumo sistemos struktiiras bei suteik-
ti Baltijos valstybéms vienasales Kremliaus saugumo garantijas, grasi-
nusias palikti jas Rusijos ,,artimo uzsienio* zonoje. JAV buvo pagrin-
dinés Baltijos Saliy narystés NATO siekio réméjos, o Lietuvos politiné
valdzia émési diplomatiniy priemoniy, skatinanc¢iy JAV dar aktyviau
paremti jos narystés NATO idéja, konsolidavo kity Saliy kandidaciy
pastangas tapti NATO narémis. Svarus Lietuvos ginkluotyjy pajégy in-
delis j tarptautines taikos palaikymo ir kovos su terorizmu operacijas
padéjo uZzsitarnauti patikimo partnerio reputacija, palengvinusia siekti
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narystés NATO. [stojusi j Aljansa, Lietuvos Respublika i§sprendé savo
nacionalinio saugumo problemas ir neutralizavo eventualias grésmes.
Kolektyviné gynyba pasiteisino kaip potencialaus agresoriaus atgrasy-
mo priemoné, garantuojanti neiSvengiamg atsakg bet kokio ginkluoto
(konvencinio ar hibridinio) uzpuolimo atveju.

3. Karinés galios plétra Lietuvoje vyko nusistacius atitikti NATO
reikalavimus. ,,Partnerystés taikos labui* programa sudaré galimybes
Lietuvai aktyviai bendradarbiauti su NATO priklausan¢iy Saliy kariuo-
meneémis, dalyvauti taikos palaikymo misijose, igyti patirties ir priarté-
ti prie NATO kariuomenéms keliamy standarty. Pirma kartg istorijoje
buvo suformuoti bendri Baltijos Saliy visy kariuomenés riisiy pajégu-
mai (BALTBAT — sausumos, BALTRON - jiiros, BALTNET — oro
erdvés kontrolés — oro pajégose). Pirmg karta po Pirmojo pasaulinio
karo buvo suformuotas bendras Lietuvos ir Lenkijos karinis junginys.
Lietuvos ir Lenkijos batalionas (LITPOLBAT) tapo pirmuoju bendru
Lietuvos ir NATO valstybés kariniu daliniu. Trys pasirengimo narys-
tei NATO programos, kuriy eiga ir pasiekimai buvo vertinami kartu su
Aljansu, sudare salygas nuosekliai transformuoti Lietuvos kariuomeng,
pereinant nuo individualios teritorinés prie kolektyvinés gynybos. Pra-
déjusi atkurti karing galig, Lietuva susidiiré su buitinybe apginkluoti ir
apripinti ginklais ir technika karines pajégas. D¢l ekonominés atsikii-
rusios valstybés biiklés nebuvo galimybés sugeneruoti tam reikalingy
&8y, todél labai svarbi tapo uZsienio Saliy kariné parama. Didziosioms
Salims vengiant konfrontuoti su Rusija, pirmosios karing pagalba Lietu-
vai pradéjo teikti Lenkija ir Cekija, o svarbig parama nekovine technika
suteiké neutrali Svedija. Proverziu tapo JAV ir Baltijos valstybiy char-
tija, kurig pasiraSius i§ JAV pradéti gauti reikalingi koviniais ginklai —
Sautuvai, modernios priestankinés ir priesléktuvinés priemonés.

1999 m. balandj NATO Saliy vadovy susitikime VaSingtone buvo
patvirtintas Narystés veiksmy planas, padedantis Lietuvai pasirengti
stojimui ] NATO, po kurio prasidéjo tiksling, planinga ir nukreipta j
konkre¢iy tiksly jgyvendinima kariné NATO valstybiy ir Svedijos para-
ma. Kiekvienai kariuomenei biitini artilerijos, oro gynybos pajégumai
buvo sukurti ir i§vystyti tik dél uzsienio Saliy paramos.
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Karinis gynybinés galios démuo nuo pat pradziy buvo kuriamas
siekiant atitikti NATO reikalavimus, krasto apsaugos sistemos vysty-
mas buvo planuojamas atsizvelgiant | gaunama karing parama, o para-
ma buvo teikiama sritims, atitinkanc¢ioms NATO likescius ir atskirais
atvejais konfrontuojancioms su i$sikeltais ambicingais Lietuvos krasto
apsaugos sistemos planais.

4. Teritoriné gynyba Lietuvoje ir kaimyninése Baltijos valstybése
buvo tradicinis asimetrinis atsakas j didziyjy kaimyny keliamas karinio
pobtuidzio grésmes. Atkurtojoje Lietuvoje teritoriné gynyba buvo tapati-
nama su partizaninio karo pavyzdziais. Lietuvos karinio saugumo kon-
cepcijoje iesSkota reguliariyjy (kariuomenés) ir savanoriskyjy (SKAT,
LSS, kity ginkluotyjy valstybés tarnyby) pajégy sinergijos galimybés.
Bendradarbiaujant su NATO valstybémis, buvo sukurta aktyvios teri-
torinés gynybos koncepcija, konfrontavusi su SKAT sitiloma ,,vora-
tinklio* koncepcija. Vykdant pasirengimo stoti ] NATO programg, nuo
Lietuvos karinés galios atkiirimo pradzios vystytos teritorinés gyny-
bos, turéjusios uztikrinti asimetring valstybés gynybing galig, vaidmuo
sumaz¢jo, perejus prie tarptautines kolektyvinés gynybos principo ir
transformuojantis nuo teritorinés gynybos doktrinos j pajégas, galin¢ias
dalyvauti visy lygiy Aljanso operacijose.
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