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1. INTRODUCTION

One of the most controversial periods in the his-
tory of Lithuanian architecture, associated with the
avant-garde in philosophy, art, music and science,
is laconically described as Soviet modernism. One
of the phenomenons of contemporary architecture,
characterised as a feature of Soviet modernism, is
referred to as structuralism. The latter developed in
Lithuania (as it did in Great Britain, Holland, Japan)
as a reaction to the creative results of the modern-
ist style. This presentation attempts to review the
manifestation of these concepts in Lithuania, and
their particularities within the context of other
European countries and the USSR - with a focus on
those ideas which affected changes in townscapes.
The present text is part of more extensive research
on the concept of structuralism in contemporary
Lithuanian architecture. According to its author,
such a review may help to define the particularities
in the genesis and development of structuralist ten-
dencies in Lithuania, and to understand their pos-
sible influence regarding the further architectural

process in this country.

2. PRESUMPTIONS OF REGULAR TOWN
DEVELOPMENT

There were various reasons for establishing new
towns and settlements. The majority of them, how-

ever, are components of one policy of urbanisation

within a specific country. Planned towns, small
towns, and settlements differed not only in their
function, but also in their method of development.
It should be noted that the political-economic con-

text differed as well.

According to researchers, the construction of new
towns after the Second World War can be divided
into East and West blocks. New Lithuanian towns
(part of the contemporary process of regional plan-
ning in the USSR) can be divided into two main
groups: 1) towns (Elektrénai, Naujoji Akmené, later
Visaginas) with districts (Zirmiainai and Lazdynai in
Vilnius, Kalnieciai in Kaunas), and 2) small towns
and settlements. Regional planning in Lithuania be-
gan in 1956. The urban process was especially mo-
tivated by the growth of industry and the collectivi-
sation of agriculture. By 1967 there was no admin-
istrative planning scheme, and small agricultural
towns developed spontaneously. Later, economic
socialist regulations determined the development of

the urban agricultural sector.

In both the USSR, and Eastern and Western Europe,
the practice of starting new towns showed that the
theoretically measured human needs and models of
society could not cover all of the subjective internal
relationships and consequences occurring within
a community. Such projects, which were quite ex-
pensive on an economic level, and too complex in a

social sense, rarely succeeded. Thus after designing
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new towns in the 1930s and 1940s, urban planners
in Hungary in the 1950s and 1960s resumed the
reconstruction and development of already exist-
ing cities', and Scandinavians reviewed their earlier
strategy of new town planning.? Planners in Great
Britain and France also turned to the reconstruc-
tion of separate areas of their cities. In the USSR
such projects were politically motivated, and even if
they did not succeed on the social and/or economic
level, a precedent for their implementation had been
laid. This was why, according to Lithuanian urbanist
Romas Devinduonis?, the concept of polarised ur-
ban development that was so popular in Europe in
the 1960s did not become widespread in Lithuania
until the latter half of the 1970s. Polish urbanist
Jakub Wujek also noticed the aspect of delayed tech-
nology, which meant that project ideas were rarely
tested in practice, with the result that their short-

comings only surfaced much later.*

3. PARALLEL EUROPEAN STRUCTURALIST IDEAS
IN LITHUANIAN SETTLEMENTS

Structuralist ideas seem to have evolved from dis-
cussions by Team 10 and CIAM, and were later
popularised by the Dutch architectural magazine

Forum.J

3.1. Another Idea. This idea was represented
by urban design projects in the Pendrecht and
Alexanderpolder districts in Rotterdam, where
sectioned residential multiple low-rises appeared
alongside single-flat, two-flat, block, and high-rise
buildings.®

The Dainava Settlement [fig. 1] consisted of mostly
sectional multi-family dwellings. A few four-flat
two-storey residential houses were erected and
granted garden allotments in separate locations.”
Initially, on the basis of other USSR settlements,

only multi-family houses were planned, but given

Upelis ===
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Fig. 1. Ramiinas Kamaitis with co-authors, The Dainava Settlement in Ukmergé district, 1966-71, site plan. Source: Jonas
K. Minkevichius, Architektura Sovietskoj Litvy (Architecture of Soviet Lithuania), Moscow: Strojizdat, 1987



Fig. 2. Natural elements in the urban tissue of Klausuciai (Jurbarkas D.). Photo by the author, 2005

that the idea was not acceptable to all rural resi-
dents, it was decided some time later to construct

single-flat houses as well.®

Western structuralists supported Patrick Geddes’
concept regarding the integration of natural ele-
ments into the urban tissue - an idea which was
also considered topical by the inter-war modern-
ists. Its implementation, however, was successful
only in the Over-all Development Plan for the City
of Amsterdam (1928-1934), where peripheries were
composed of basic functional elements, and natural
elements were used for their interconnection with
the baroque Old Town.” According to the architects,
such solutions had to improve not only the quality
of the residential environment, but also the bionic

development of the city.

Natural components were also widely used in
Lithuanian urban design projects [fig. 2]. For ex-
ample, in seeking to arrange the landscape sur-
rounding residential housing in Dainava [fig. 1],

the traditional construction of agricultural-purpose

buildings close to each residential house [fig. 1: 5,
7, 8] was abandoned in favour of the construction
of such buildings in separate groups [fig. 1: 14, 15].
Such planning included playgrounds for children
near residential quarters, and ensured the forma-
tion of a better landscape and the development of

recreation spaces.”” This innovative solution had

Fig. 3. Ramiinas Kamaitis with co-authors, The public
center in Dainava (Ukmergé D.), 1966-71. Photo by the
author, 2005
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Fig. 4. Zenonas Dargis, Multi-family houses in Skaistgirys
(Joniskis D.). Photo by the author, 2005

Fig. 5. Typical present-day situation. Eriskiai (PanevéZys
D.). Photo by the author, 2005

some weak points which surfaced quite early on:
houses were too far away from agricultural-purpose
buildings, and the concept of common exploita-
tion of the buildings meant that they had no owner.
Development of an 8-hectare park began around the
settlement [fig. 1: 18]. The “collective gardens” [fig.
1: 17] in Dainava were the first of their kind in a
rural environment."" A watercourse and “green line”
separated the agricultural-industrial area [fig. 1: 19]

from the residential sector.

3.2. Interior-Exterior Dialogue. Attempts were
made to erase the boundaries not only between in-
terior and exterior, but also between city and house,
indoors and outdoors, big and small, detail and to-
tality, private and public. In this way the concept
evolved into the idea of the integrity of opposites,
and finally started to modify the very concept of

“designing”: it was declared that projects for a kitch-

en and for the country were designed along analo-
gous principles.'? According to Wim J. van Heuvel®?,
an archetypal example could be architect Aldo van
EycKs project for an orphanage in Amsterdam
(1955-1960). This complex looks like a small city
and a solid building at the same time, and is com-
posed of rectangular repeating elements shaping
private as well as common spaces. This permitted
not only the modelling of special combinations out
of typical elements, but also the enrichment of the
human residential environment with the help of

visual connections.

Public centres in new Lithuanian settlements were
designed as integral architectural ensembles. The
public centre in Dainava [fig. 3] was comprised
of a kindergarten [fig. 1: 6], medical centre, bath-
house with laundry [fig. 1: 12], the first shopping
centre — with eatery, club, and public services - in
Lithuania [fig. 1: 2], a Soviet farm administration
and postal building [fig. 1: 3], and a bus stop [fig.
1: 1]. Although they were composed out of typical
elements, most design projects were individual in
nature. Many of the projects for these settlements
were unique, but were usually repeated once they
were well accepted — with the result that in the later
stages, many of the settlements began to show cer-

tain resemblances.

3.3. Other Housing. Structuralists suggested to dis-
sociate primary functional elements from the func-
tional structure of parallel-piped building, and to
compose creative forms out of these elements. Such
expanded compositional measures meant that the
townscape had to become more colourful, thereby
visually reducing volumes and space, animating street

perspectives, and decreasing a sense of monotony.

The pre-cast block houses built in the Dainava set-
tlement were the first such constructions in a rural
environment [fig. 3]. Although they were awarded
the USSR national prize, the architects of the settle-
ment were accused of a straight-forward use of pre-
fabricated products manufactured by home build-
ing integrated plants.'* More original results were
achieved in settlements erected some time later in
Klausudiai [Jurbarkas D.; fig. 2], Juknaiciai [Siluté

D.], and elsewhere.



In comparing design projects from the post-war
period with those of the 1960s and 1970s, one can
find a feature characteristic of the development of
the scientific modelling applied in countries in the
West, i.e. the beginnings of the replacement of the
functional character of urban territory modelling

with an organic one.

Although the builders of most of the newly con-
structed Lithuanian towns, separate districts, and
settlements failed to implement some design project
solutions, one could clearly see certain parallels with
the ideas of de-urbanisation, and the humanisation
of the environment, that were being developed in
Western societies. One should note, however, that
such simultaneously developed ideas usually meant
different things to residents of the Soviet bloc coun-

tries, and those in Western countries.

3.4. The present-day situation of towns developed
in the latter half of the 20th century is quite varied
[fig. 5]. Old industries have been successfully revived
in some settlements, former Soviet farm centres,
and kolkhozes (e.g., poultry farming in Dainava,
and dolomite excavation in Skaistgirys). In certain
former collective farms, agricultural partnerships
have been established and function successfully
(e.g., in Erigkiai), or new agricultural branches have
been started and developed (e.g., greenhouse farm-
ing in Aristava). Some ot these types of settlements

have been amalgamated into the larger cities (e.g.,

Fig. 6. Combine harvester, a symbol of collectivisation,
alongside the monument to the victims of Soviet
occupation. Skaistgirys (Joniskis D.). Photo by the author,
2005

Didziosios Kabiskés near Nemenciné and Vilnius,
Dainava near Ukmergé, Juknai¢iai near Siluté). In
order to attract and keep young professionals on the
Soviet farms, these settlements usually had a higher
quality of housing than previously existed in the
larger cities. Today, these towns, now part of a larger
metropolis, are becoming more and more popular

as suburban residences.

4.IN SUMMARY

Although Lithuanian agricultural settlements were
built on the basis of socialist directives, they had
some characteristic features. Socialist, political,
economic directives and impersonalised creations
were represented in the same way as was the striv-
ing for Western ideas during the information block-
ade, and the contraposition vis-a-vis the threat of
assimilation [fig. 6]. Another important feature of
Lithuanian agricultural settlements was determined
by the absence of deportees from other Soviet re-
publics. Volunteer colonists preferred bigger towns
to agricultural settlements (unlike the expatriates in
Siberia, Kazakhstan, or elsewhere). In the 1960s and
1970s, Dainava (Ukmergé D.), Klausuciai (Jurbarkas
D.), Skaistgirys (Joniskis D.), and Kabiskés (Vilnius
D.) were illustrative examples of Lithuanian agricul-

tural settlements.

Undoubtedly, such newly developed functions had
a certain influence on the further evolution of these
towns, and the situation in some of them has under-

gone marked changes.
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Lietuvos struktiiralistinés architektiiros raiskos savitumai Ukmergés
rajono Dainavos gyvenvietés pavyzdziu

Reiksminiai ZodzZiai: Zemés tikio kolektyvizacija, dezurbanizacija, funkcionalizmas, industrializacija, kola-

kis, modernizmas, nauji miestai ir miesteliai, modernizmo reformos, strukttiralizmas, urbanizacija.

Santrauka

XX a. vidurys ir antroji pusé pazenklinta dideliais urbanistiniais poky¢iais. Lietuvoje imta projektuoti ir statyti
naujus miestus (Elektrénai, Naujoji Akmené, véliau - Visaginas), miestelius ir miesto tipo gyvenvietes. 1971 m.
Ukmergés rajone pastatyta Leonpolio tarybinio iikio Dainavos eksperimentiné-pavyzdiné gyvenvieté. Sios ir véles-

niy eksperimentiniy-pavyzdiniy gyvenvieciy patirtis buvo pritaikyta kity miesteliy projektavimui ir statybai.

Lietuvos naujieji miesteliai, nors projektuoti pagal to meto direktyvas, turéjo savity, kitoms sovietinio bloko mies-
to tipo gyvenvietéms nebudingy bruozy. Kai kuriy tyrinétojy manymu, architektara buvo to meto pagalbiné
priemoné, identifikuojanti respubliky ir politine santvarkg. To meto architektaros teoretikai, atvirksciai, teigé,
kad tik Lietuvos architekty iniciatyva buvo atsizvelgta j vietos etnografinius savitumus. Esama teiginiy apie pries-
kario mokyklos testinuma ir Vakary bei Centrinés Europos patirties jtakg pokario Lietuvos planavimo darbams.
Manytina, kad to laikotarpio Lietuvos architektaros ypatumus lémé projektavima reglamentuojancios direktyvos,
politiné ekonominé situacija, jaunosios architekty kartos ideologinis ugdymas, kiiréjo nuasmeninimas ir prie§priesa

asimiliacijos pavojams, Vakary architektiros idéjy siekiamybé informacinés blokados salygomis.

Kitas svarbus Lietuvos naujyjy miesteliy bruozas - juose neatsirado tremtiniy socialinés grupés. Atvyke savano-
riai kolonistai kirési saugesniuose didmiesc¢iuose, atvykéliy valdininkija nebuvo gausi, jos palaipsniui mazéjo.

Todél etniné periferijos sudétis didzigja dalimi isliko nepakitusi.

Siandieniné XX a. antroje puséje kurty miesteliy padétis gana skirtinga. Kai kuriose buvusiy tarybiniy tikiy cen-
try gyvenvietése pavyko atgaivinti sengja pramone (pvz., Dainavoje — paukstininkyste, Skaistgiryje — dolomi-
to kasybg). Kai kuriuose buvusiuose kolukiuose jsitvirtino sékmingai veikiancios Zemés akio bendrovés (pvz.,
Eriskiuose) ar buvo imtasi naujy zemés tkio $aky (pvz., $iltnamiy zemés ikio — Aristavoje). Kai kurios i3 $io
tipo gyvenvieciy pateko i didesniyjy miesty jtakos zonas ($alia Nemencinés esancios Didziosios Kabiskés, prie

Ukmergés esanti Dainava, netoli Silutés - Juknaiciai). Siekiant pritraukti ir i3laikyti jaunus specialistus valstybi-



niuose akiuose, buvo statomi kokybiskesni bustai nei didziuosiuose miestuose. Todél didmies¢iy jtakon pateke
naujieji miesteliai $iandien tampa vis populiaresne priemiestinio gyvenimo vieta. Naujosios funkcijos neabejoti-
nai turi jtakos $iy miesteliy tolesnei raidai. Kai kuriy i$ jy vaizdas jau dabar ryskiai pakites.
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