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CnacatenbHas cTaHuus
B lpsiine (@apxutekTop:
Anbruppac Ceugepckac),
nocTpoeHHas B 1984 roay,
HaKoHel aoxaanach
peHoBauun. KomaHaa
DO ARCHITECTS go6unach
MaKCUManbHOro pesynbra-
Ta, UCNONb3YA MUHUMAIbHbIE
CPeACTBa B KOHCTPYKTUBHbIX
peweHusx. C 2000 roaa
Kypuckas koca Bxoaut
B Cnncok 06beKTOB Bcemup-
Horo Hacnepgus KOHECKO,
MOCKONIbKY KYNbTYPHbI
naHpwadT necyaHbix 40H
o6nafaer MUPOBbIM 3Haye-
HUeMm, UNNCTPUpyYA apa-
MaTu4yHOe cocyllecTBOBa-

HUe Npupoabl U YenoBekKa.

B nocnepHee Bpems ata
YHUKanbHasa 4acTtb JIUTBbI
MU3MeHNNa CBOW apXuUTeK-
TYPHbI 06NUK: COBETCKUE
3[laHusA, cocTasnsawlme
6onbluylo YacTb 3aCTpoii-

KW JaHHO ManoHaceneHHom
TEPPUTOPUU, NPOXOAAT pe-
KOHCTPYKUMIO.

B nepByto ouepenb BHU-
MaHue yfenseTca 3anyuieH-
HbIM 06beKTam Geperosoii
nuHuu. CnacaTtenbHas CTaH-
uusa Mpannbl — 04HO U3 TaKUX
3/1aHUIN, XOPOLIO 3aMETHbIX
AnsA oTAbixatowmx. Pabortas
Haz NPOeKTOM PeKOHCTPYK-
U1K, apXUTEKTOPbI OTAANN
[LOMKHOE KOMMNO3ULMOHHbBIM
KayecTBam ob6beKTa, 6naro-
fapsa yemy cam ero o6bem
U3MEHUCA OYEHb He3Hauu-
TenbHo. CraHyuio npucnoco-
6UNKn K coBpemMeHHbIM yHK-
uMAM, 4To caenano ee 6onee
OTKPBITOW U paLUOHaNbHOM:
Hayan gencTsoBaTh nepe-
X0/ MeX Ay IBYMS TPeyrofib-
HbIMU NUpamugamu, a 6bis-
Y0 IeCTHULY CnacaTebHOM
KOMaHAbl NepeHecnu K oc-
HoBHOMY chacazgy. Bbixoz

i CoBeTCKUMN
naBWbOH cnaca-
TeNbHOM CTaHLMKn
MONYYUN HOBYIO
U3Hb, BEPHYB
TONMKY CBOE U3Ha-
yanbHoi dyTypu-
CTUYHOCTH

The Soviet lifeguard
station has been giv-
en new life, but while
having returned to it
a modicum of its ini-
tial futurism

RENOVATION OF
LIFEGUARDS STATION,
PREILA

DO ARCHITECTS

Architects: Gilma Teodora Gylyte,
Karolina Ciplyte, Domantas
Baltrunas, Aurimas Bauzys,
Algimantas Neniskis

2016

by Dalia Traskinaite

photos: Norbert Tukaj
The Soviet-era lifeguards
station in Preila (architect:
Algirdas Sviderskas) has
at last undergone renova-
tion. DO ARCHITECTS have
achieved the maximum re-
sult, or at least close to it,
using minimal means and
structural solutions. Since
2000, the Curonian Spit has
been on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List: these sand
dunes are cultural landscape
of global significance illus-
trating the history of the dra-
matic coexistence of man
and nature. Recently, this ex-
clusive part of Lithuania has
undergone an architectural
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transformation as Soviet
buildings, which comprise
the larger part of the devel-
opment of this sparsely pop-
ulated territory, have been
reconstructed.

A lot of attention has been
paid to seashore buildings
in poor condition. The life-
guards station in Preila is one
such building which makes
a strong impression on hol-
idaymakers living near-
by. The reconstruction pro-
ject shows an appreciation
of this structure’s compo-
sitional qualities; only very
slight changes were made
to the volume itself. The sta-
tion has been adapted for
contemporary needs, becom-
ing more open and rational:
a passage has been opened
between the two triangular
pyramids and the staircase
for the lifeguards has been
moved towards the main fa-
cade. An opening facing the
sea has been made on the
ground floor of one of the vol-
umes; here there is a beach
bar. On the second floor new
windows give a better view,
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K MOpI0 yCTPOEH Ha nepBom
3Taxe 0/IHOro U3 KOpnycos,
A€ PACNONOMEH MAAKHbIN
6ap, a Ha BTopom 3Taxe
ynyyuwen 0630p — 310 NoBbI-
cuno 3 ekTUBHOCTL pabo-
Thbl CNacaTenbHOM KOMaHZbI.
CoopyxeHue cTano eue 60-
Niee 3aMeTHbIM AANA OTAbIXal0-
wux — 6naroaaps so3Bsege-
HUI0 lepeBAHHO NeCTHULbI,
TZie MOXHO cugeThb u nobo-
BaTbCA BUAOM MM YNTaATh
KHUTY. TaK U3 U30N11poBaH-
HOr0 H(PaCTPYKTYpHO-

ro obbeKkTa cnacatenbHas
CTaHuuA npeBpaTunack B oT-
KpbiToe, Apyxent6Hoe npo-
CTPaHCTBO.

- [locne peKoHcT-
PYKUMW NaBUALOH Mo-
NYYUN JONONHUTENb-
HOe pacKpbiThe B
CTOPOHY MOPS — B BU-
Aie NeCTHULbI U CKa-
Meit, 4TO NpeBpaTuno
MHMPACTPYKTYPHbIi
06beKT B 06LecTBEH-
HOe MPOCTPaHCTBO

space

Kpome Toro, pacnonoxen-
HOe Cpefu necyaHbix AOH
3/laHue CTano KasaTbca ner-
Ye nocne nepexkpackm B He-
Nl yset. OTpaxas cser, ero
KOJlep MeHAETCs B 3aBUCHMO-
CTW OT BPeMEHU CYTOK U ce-
30Ha — BCNe 33 U3MEeHeHu-
SIMU NPUPO/AHBIX YCNOBUIA,
BMeCTe C TeM NojYepKuBas
ApPXUTEKTYPHbIE KOMMO3M-
LMOHHbIe KayecTBa 3TOro CO-
BETCKOro MOAEPHUCTCKOrOo
coopyxeHus. Mossunuce
1 HeboNblune HOBbIE 3neMeH-
Thl, B TOM YUC/IE LlenoYyKa
HEBbICOKMX CBETU/IbHUKOB
BZO/Ib JOPOXKKM, BeayLeit
K CTaHumu,

The staircase and
benches in the re-
construction project
have opened the pa-
vilion up towards
the sea, turning this
piece of infrastruc-
ture into a public

e
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Algirdas Sviderskas.
Lifeguards station

in Preila, 1984.
Photo before
reconstruction

2

thus allowing the lifeguards
to work with improved effi-
ciency. The structure has be-
come even more noticeable
to holidaymakers due to the
amphitheatre-shaped wood-
en staircase which has been
erected close to the station;
here one can sit and admire
the view while sipping a drink
or reading a book. Thus this
formerly isolated structure
has been turned into an open
and welcoming space.
Furthermore, the archi-
tects have made the station
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among the windswept dunes
visually lighter by chang-
ing its colour to white. Re-
flecting and scattering light,
the white colour changes de-
pending upon the time of
day or season, echoing na-
ture itself, while also sharp-
ening the architectural
compositional qualities of
this Soviet Modernist build-
ing. The architects have also
introduced new designer ob-
jects such as the series of
low lamps on the path to-
wards the station.
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w" Pacag, npoaosb-
HbI 1 MOMepeYHbIin nnaH
paspesbl Site plan

Facade elevation,

longitudinal and
cross sections

BoccTaHoBeHHbIN
M NepPeoCMbIC/IEHHbIN
nasunbox Ceuaep-
cKaca HanomuHaer
HaMm ecnu He 0 BO3-
MOXHOCTW CBETNOr0
6yayliero, To xoTA 6bl
0 TOM, Y4TO CBET/IbIM
ele MOXHO cAenatb
HacTosuee

If the restored and
re-conceived pavil-
ion does not remind
us of the possibility
of the bright future,
then it at least sug-
gests how it is not
too late to brighten
the present
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