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1. INTRODUCTION

In the history of almost every country there is a viral scandal about an alleged pe-
dophilia case that raises a stir among the public. Lithuania is no exception. In 2009 the
entire country focused on the case of Garliava (also known as Lithuanian pedophilia
case) and how it developed (Mazylis et al., 2013). Almost 15 years later Lithuania is
exposed to another viral pedophilia scandal (Ragauskiené, 2023). Such events are being
widely broadcasted in the media and naturally evoke lots of emotional reactions (Mc-
Cartan et al., 2015) amongst politicians, lawmakers and law enforcement personnel,
child protective services and health care professionals, teachers, parents and basically
every other conscious member of society. This in turn raises awareness and challenges
appropriate institutions to act: improve the response and investigation algorithm, im-
prove laws, educate law enforcement personnel, train other professionals who would
know how to act in alleged child sexual abuse cases, create specialized help centers,
educate the public and so on. However, alleged child sexual abuse cases raise certain
fundamental problems. First, in most cases there is no hard evidence of the suspected
crime and in order to convict a person the judge has to have no doubts (Berryessa et
al., 2023). This naturally emphasizes the importance of eliciting truthful and reliable
information from children through investigative interviewing (e.g., Lamb et al., 2007).
Thus, the second problem is related to the quality of investigative interviewing, that
is, the interviewer’s ability to adhere to best practice recommendations (e.g., Ahern
et al., 2018). Further, when people are confronted with immoral acts, such as child
sexual abuse, it can be safely assumed, that an emotional response or set of emotional
responses will follow (Ask and Granhag, 2007; Oxburgh et al., 2006), even for experts
in the field (Magnusson et al., 2021). Therefore, the emotional aspect and its impact on
investigative interviewing, which has not received enough attention so far, needs not
to be overlooked. Lastly, a more in depth understanding of the effects of emotions on
biases and prejudices, assessment of child sexual abuse interviews and strengthening
of interviewer’s skill through question formulation training would overall contribute
to higher quality of child sexual abuse investigations.

1.1 Prevalence of Child Sexual Abuse

Most court hearings are usually open for the public to spectate, however certain
cases are being investigated behind closed doors and all parties involved sign non-dis-
closure agreements that are valid until the case is resolved. However, during resonant
cases, such as child sexual abuse (CSA), especially if famous or high-status people
(e.g., celebrities, politicians, representatives of different confessions) are involved, usu-
ally some information is being leaked to the media and emphasized at least for some
period of time. During such periods the public awareness about CSA increases, and
demands towards stronger judgements, harsher penalties and professional interven-
tions are being requested. For such decisions to be considered, decision-makers need
to have a grasp on the scale of the problem. Since CSA is mostly a latent crime, it is
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difficult to gather accurate prevalence data and get a deeper insight into which aspects
of CSA phenomena could be targeted by legislators to prevent and reduce such crimes
by improving public health care strategies and allocating adequate resources.

Most of the studies on worldwide prevalence of CSA report slightly different fin-
dings, however they are in the range of 6.6 - 24.0% for men and women respectively
(see Table 1). Such CSA prevalence estimations allow one to get a grasp on the scale of
the problem and in itself already shows that the problem requires collective attention
from those who may have an effect.

Table 1
CSA prevalence rates around the world in systematic reviews/meta-analyses.

For women % For men %
Pan et al,, 2021 24.0 -
Barth etal., 2013 15.0 8.0
Stoltenborgh et al., 2011 16.4-19.7 6.6 - 8.8
Pereda et al., 2009 19.7 7.9
Putnam, 2003 16.8 7.9

In Lithuania in a retrospective representative study including youth aged 18 - 29
(N = 2000, 47.65% women, M age = 23.89, SD = 3.59) Zukauskiené and colleagues
(2023) investigated not just the general prevalence rates of CSA in Lithuania, but
prevalence and frequencies of different forms and in different age groups, as well as
frequencies for perpetrators in general and for different abuse forms. It was reported
that 15.9% of participants experienced any form of CSA, more specifically 18.5% pre-
valence rate amongst women and 13.5% amongst men was reported. Women accoun-
ted for a higher proportion of those who experienced CSA compared to men (55.7%
vs. 44.3%). Most prevalent form of CSA (11.7%) was related to writing sexual things
about the person or speaking in a sexual way. 4.4% and 1.2% accounted for forceful
looking or showing of private body parts and forceful posing for sexual or porno-
graphic pictures, respectively. And accordingly, 6.2% and 5.0% accounted for physical
intrusions, such as touching or forcing to touch private body parts and forced sexual
intercourse. Prevalence rate patterns were similar for males and females in all forms
of CSA for different age groups and increased with age, with the exception of being
forced to look at or expose one’s private parts, which both males and females indicated
had the highest prevalence rates in the 7-13 age group, and being forced to pose for
sexual or pornographic images, which both males and females indicated had the same
prevalence rates in the 14-18 age group. Most CSA perpetrators were friends or peers
for all forms. Stepfathers or mother’s partner was the second most frequent type of
perpetrator. In the context of the family (fathers, stepfathers, and brothers), as well as
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in sports, education, and other areas, men were the primary offenders. In romantic re-
lationship contexts women were more often to become perpetrators. Regardless of the
type of CSA, the vast majority of participants (86.0-95.8%) reported only one offender,
and there were no obvious distinctions between the various forms of abuse. For 9% of
the victims, the most serious kind of abuse, which involved more than one instance
of sexual contact, multiple perpetrators were involved. Additionally, Zukauskiené and
colleagues (2023) examined the relative prevalence of intrafamilial offenders. Accor-
ding to reports, stepfathers and stepmothers were the most common offenders in an
intrafamilial context. Girls who spent most of their childhood with their biological
father, stepfather, and stepmother were more likely to experience CSA while boys were
at greater risk to experience CSA from their biological mothers with whom they lived
the majority of their childhood. Such prevalence rates are in line with international
and European meta-analyses (Table 1), but differ from those reported in a recent US
sample (5.6% for girls and 1.9% for boys) (Gewirtz-Meydan and Finkelhor, 2020) and
from recent findings in Lithuania (Kazlauskas et al., 2022; Laurinaityté et al., 2022; Zel-
viené et al., 2020) probably due to differences in operationalization of CSA, different
age ranges, as well as sampling methods. However, most studies reveal that most often
CSA cases occur among peers (adolescents aged 14-18) (e.g., Finkelhor et al., 2014;
Gekoski et al., 2016). Prevalence rates reported by Zukauskiené and colleagues (2023)
also contradict the numbers reported by official statistics (Statistics Lithuania, 2022)
which allows us to assume that officials might not be aware of the actual magnitude of
the CSA phenomena. Thus, these findings could be useful in CSA investigations (e.g.,
to know the likelihood of different types of allegations in CSA investigations) as well as
for planning relevant preventive policy measures in, for example, schools.

1.2 Child Sexual Abuse Investigations

Most cases, in order to end up in court, usually contain some kind of hard evidence
that the prosecution can rely on and prove that a crime has been committed and thus
the prosecution seeks to connect the evidence to the accused (Valutyté et al., 2022).
However, in some instances gathering undeniable evidence is either too difficult or
simply impossible. In a study about experiences of Lithuanian law enforcement officers
(judges, prosecutors, police officers, court psychologist and NGO representatives) in
cases of domestic violence, conducted by Valutyté and colleagues (2022) it was found,
that psychological, economical, and sexual abuse cases rarely end up in court due to
absence of objective evidence. Similar problems can be seen in cases of CSA, and not
only in Lithuania, but worldwide (Connolly et al., 2015). In cases of alleged CSA, the
task is to figure out whether the crime has happened and, if so, what has happened.
Thus, in most cases, the child becomes the only source of evidence, and therefore the
whole investigation and its outcome is centered around gathering the most accurate
and reliable information through child interviewing (Burrows and Powell, 2014).
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1.2.1 Investigative problems

In cases where the whole prosecution process depends on one source of informa-
tion, that is the child, it is vital to gather any available evidence that the judge would
consider admissible. In cases of CSA such evidence could be medical reports, psycho-
logical and psychiatric expert evaluations, suspect confessions, or other technical evi-
dence such as messages or photo/video materials. However, each of these potential
sources of evidence can be inconclusive and problematic in themselves.

Medical reports. Analysis of Lithuanian court practice (Girdenis et al., 2022)
shows that if the allegation of CSA includes penetrative actions, it becomes a subject of
mandatory proof. In such investigations, medical statements are used to evaluate the
reliability of a child's statement of sexual abuse (Joki-Erkkila et al., 2014). However,
it is also known that in some cases the fact of penetration cannot medically be proven
and diagnosed for certain if sufficient time has passed (Watkeys et al., 2008). Also, it
may be the case, that for different reasons, children might provide inaccurate informa-
tion regarding their experience of sexual abuse. It might be reported by children that
penetration has occurred, while evidence from clinical examinations reveal that it is
more likely that it did not, or there was no evidence of physical traces detected. Jud-
ging from the child’s story it might be that non-penetrative genital contact occurred
(Anderst et al., 2009), suggesting that children might not be able to distinguish genital
contact or labial penetration from vaginal penetration. Thus, medical reports someti-
mes can be inconclusive.

Psychological and psychiatric expert evaluations. Guidelines for conducting
psychological and psychiatric evaluations are presented in numerous articles and text-
books and are clearly stated in the laws and ethics code that regulates governmental
experts (LR Justice Minister, 2020). It may be assumed, that experts should be the ones
who are capable to conduct an evaluation that would provide clear and unquestionable
answers for the fact finders, however an increasing amount of research reveals, that
experts’ decisions can be inconclusive and incorrect (e.g., Dror and Scurich, 2020) and
affected by different biases (Dror, 2020). Furthermore, in cases of CSA, when there is
no undeniable evidence that the crime has been committed, experts cannot provide
a definitive conclusion due to non-existence of specific diagnostic criteria indicating
CSA (Bruck et al., 2006; London et al., 2008; McGuire and London, 2017). For this
reason, only reliable statements from the children can have probative value (Burrows
and Powell, 2014; Lamb et al., 2018; London et al., 2005).

Suspect confessions. Suspect confession is a very desirable outcome of any CSA
investigation. It could relieve the burden of a child victim to testify and add to a faster
and smoother process. Also, a number of studies have shown that cases with suspect
confession were more likely to be prosecuted (Duron, 2018; Ernberg et al., 2018; Su-
mampouw et al., 2020; Walsh et al., 2010). Admission of guilt not only eases the deci-
sion to prosecute (Duron, 2018), but also increases the likelihood of a conviction (Lip-
pertetal., 2010). In a study of suspect confessions in CSA cases Lippert and colleagues
(2010) reported different significant factors that are related to increased likelihood of
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a suspect confession. They found that suspect confession is more likely when children
are older and unrelated to the suspect, penetration has occurred, suspects were youn-
ger, children have fully disclosed the abuse, another child also reported sexual abuse
by the suspect and presence of a corroborating witness. Also, a higher proportion of
suspects confessed when abuse has happened more than once and eyewitness evidence
was present. However, the last two were only marginally significantly related to suspect
confession. Overall, Lippert and colleagues (2010) reported a 30 % (true) confession
rate among examined communities. However, it is also worth mentioning that not all
confessions are true. For example, in a high-profile case “Central Park Jogger” in 1989
five juveniles falsely confessed to beating and raping of a women, which resulted in her
death. Juveniles were convicted and imprisoned until exonerated by DNA evidence
and a true confession from the actual perpetrator, who was already serving time in a
prison. Even though the reported percentages of false confessions are small (1-12 %
depending on the sample population), belief that people do not confess to crimes they
did not commit is a myth (Kassin, 2008).

Technical evidence. Forensic technical evidence such DNA analysis (Thackeray et
al,, 2011), digital evidence, electronic communications and video recordings (McCar-
tan and McAlister, 2012) can be crucial in supporting investigations and legal procee-
dings. Thackeray and colleagues (2011) suggest a 24-hour time frame to conduct body
swabs after alleged sexual assault in order not to miss out an opportunity to establish
a link between the suspect and the abuser using DNA evidence. Further, technological
evidence can actually serve as evidence of the abuse. Seized computers, smartphones
or other electronic devices may reveal chat logs, images, videos or other digital content
that may help establish the nature of the relationship, grooming tactics and identify
involved individuals as well as corroborate the victim’s statements (Dodge et al., 2019).
However, the same set of evidence might not reveal any significant information, thus
might strengthen the non-abuse hypothesis. Therefore, technical evidence, if existent,
can provide more opportunities for smoother investigation if acquired in time.

Despite an array of possibilities to gather different types of evidence, it is quite
possible that medical, psychological, and psychiatric evaluations will not be definitive;
technical evidence might not be gathered in time or might not exist; and the suspect
will not confess. In such cases, based on the outcome of the child interview, a decision
will be made to either continue with the prosecution or dismiss the case due to ab-
sence of corroborative evidence. Thus, the quality of the child interview is of crucial
importance.

1.2.2 Best Practice Recommendations for Child interviewing

Historically, in the legal context, children were not considered as reliable witnesses,
due to social, psychological, physical, and cognitive immaturity (Bala et al., 2001).
Child’s perceptions, memory, inability to resist influence from adults, and lack of criti-
cal thinking can easily result in a distorted or even false account (Hershkowitz, 2001)
(e.g., McMartin preschool trial). However, research has established that even four-year
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old children can be reliable witnesses and provide important and accurate information
regarding the allegation of the abuse (Cederborg et al., 2013) if best practice recom-
mendations are applied by the interviewers (Thoresen et al, 2009; Lamb, 2016). Best
practice recommendations advise interviewers to use open-ended questions that are
likely to elicit rich in details, spontaneous and reliable information regarding past
events (Ahern et al., 2018), while closed-ended questions tend to have the opposite
effect (Saywitz and Camparo, 2009). Even though the recommendation for the inter-
viewers looks simple enough, multiple researchers have repeatedly demonstrated that
in practice it is not sufficiently followed, and interviewers tend to ask large proportion
of closed-ended, leading, and suggestive questions (e.g., Baugerud et al., 2023, Santtila
et al., 2004). Nowadays it is clear that such questions can damage children’s reports
that will have undesirable consequences, such as: putting children through lengthy
and exhausting proceedings with high possibility that experts will evaluate such in-
terviews as inconclusive and inadmissible; falsely conflicting and innocent person; or
acquitting an abuser thus possibly allowing to repeat offenses against other children
(La Rooy et al., 2015). It could be hypothesized that interviewers are being affected
by their own emotions and biases in terms of their decision-making, observations,
question formulation and questioning strategies in general, even without realizing it
(Huang, 2021). This hypothesis is presented and evaluated in the present thesis.

1.2.3 Child Interviewing in Legal Settings

The NICHD protocol is recognized as an effective tool to help interviewers follow
best-practice recommendations (Lamb et al., 2007; Brown et al., 2019) and facilita-
tes the assessment of credibility when conducting forensic interviews with children
(Hershkowitz et al., 2007). The NICHD protocol navigates through all stages of the
investigative interview and aims to convert evidence-based recommendations into
practical guidelines. Its objective is to improve the retrieval of detailed, comprehen-
sive, and accurate testimonies of abuse from young victims and witnesses. Narrative
accounts are encouraged by conducting a supportive interview via rapport building,
adapting interview practices according to children’s developmental levels and capabi-
lities (avoiding linguistic complexities and interruptions), preparing children to beco-
me information providers by presenting ground rules and training them to retrieve
event specific episodic memories while maximizing the interviewer’s use of open-en-
ded questions which stimulates free recall memory (Lamb et al., 2007; Hershkowitz et
al., 2007). Interviewers who use open-ended questions are likely to elicit more accurate
information in terms of length and number of details when compared to closed and
specific questions (La Rooy et al,, 2015). Generally, it is well established that the NI-
CHD protocol improves the quality of information obtained from the alleged victim
(Lamb et al., 2007; Lamb et al., 2003).

In 2019 in a conference held by the Lithuanian National Court Administration
“Forensic psychologist - a catchy slogan or real help?” it was presented that psycho-
logists working in Lithuanian courts conduct child interviews according to “Ten Step
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Investigative Interview” guidelines by T. D. Lyon (2005) which is an adaptation of the
NICHD Investigative Interview Protocol. The Ten Step Investigative Interview can be
divided into two parts: preparation for the interview via instructions to the child and
the actual interview. The first part consists of four instructions (don't know, don't un-
derstand, you're wrong, ignorant interviewer) followed by asking to promise to tell the
truth and then starting the actual interview. The DON’T KNOW instruction states:
“If T ask you a question and you don't know the answer, then just say, “I don't know””
The DON'T UNDERSTAND instruction states: “If I ask you a question and you don"t
know what I mean or what I'm saying, you can say, “I Don't know what you mean”
I will ask it in a different way” The YOU'RE WRONG instruction instructs to tell a
child: “Sometimes I make mistakes or say the wrong thing. When I do, you can tell me
that I am wrong. The IGNORANT INTERVIEWER instruction explains to the child:
“I don’t know what's happened to you. I won't be able to tell you the answers to my
questions. Such interview instructions improve interviews; however, their effect can
easily be evaporated by a suggestive interview (Lyon, 2017). A study by Fessinger and
colleagues (2021) on use and practice of ground rules in child forensic interviewers re-
vealed that presentations and practice of ground rules significantly differed according
to children’s age. Interviewers were more likely to practice but less likely to present the
ground rules to younger children (4-9 years) compared with older children (10-12
years). It may be suggested that interviewers hold certain beliefs regarding the efficacy
of ground rules with younger children (Fessinger et al., 2021). The second part consis-
ts of practicing a narrative, e.g., asking to talk about things you like to do (following
with “tell me more” questions). Then the interview is followed by questions eliciting
a child’s response that would identify the topic related to the actual allegation. Eighth
and ninth steps are related to allegation follow up and eliciting more details about it,
while the interviewer is suggested to avoid close-ended and option-posing questions.
The last step is also designed to gather more additional information related to other
multiple incidents if such had taken place. Generally, the second part of Ten Step pro-
tocol is designed so that the interviewer would be encouraged to ask as many open-
ended questions as possible, thus instead of receiving confirming or disconfirming
answers, the interviewer would actually help the child elicit more details and a richer
narrative about the situation.

However, despite substantive evidence that open-ended questions are the most
effective in eliciting longer and more accurate responses enriched with more details
and irrespective of what interviewing protocols are being used, interviewers still make
mistakes during the interview, that is, rarely use open-ended questions (Korkman et
al,, 2006; La Rooy et al.,, 2015; La Rooy et al., 2011; Lamb, 2016) resulting in partial or
even misleading information (Santtila et al., 2004; Leach et al., 2022). Such mistakes
need to be corrected with ongoing feedback (Lamb, 2016). An alternative way of te-
aching interviewers is by using computer-generated child avatars or simulated avatar
interviewing (Pompedda et al., 2015; Pompedda et al., 2017). Simulated avatar inter-
viewing has been proven to be effective in improving the use of open-ended questions
in both students and professionals (Pompedda et al., 2015; Haginoya et al., 2020) and
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the training effects transfer both to mock-interviews with children (Pompedda et al.,
2020). Therefore, simulated avatar interviews can be used as a tool to study funda-
mental psychological processes, such as building the interviewing skill in accordance
with best practice guidelines (ability to conduct an interview using mostly open-ended
questions) and factors that impact this process, such as emotions, psychophysiological
responses, and confirmation bias.

1.3 Knowledge Gap in Research of Emotions in Child Sexual Abuse
Interviewing

There is a widely held incorrect belief that experts are impartial and immune to
biases (Kukucka et al., 2017) even though the latter are inherent aspects of human
information processing (Oberlader and Verschuere, 2023). Kunkler and Roy (2023)
point out that cognitive bias refers to influences that operate unconsciously on an in-
dividual’s thought processes, thus making it difficult to recognize and control. Co-
gnitive biases can arise from a variety of sources, which Dror (2020) has categorized
into three groups: 1) case specific (how data is perceived, analyzed, and interpreted);
2) environment, culture, and experience (i.e., work experience, personality, working
environment, wok motivation); 3) and human nature (personal factors, human and
cognitive factors, and the brain). A better understanding of these sources of bias might
allow an easier recognition of them, consequently increasing the chances of iden-
tifying countermeasures. Throughout the literature it is possible to find descriptions of
different types of biases, such as: allegiance bias or adversarial allegiance (tendency to
draw conclusions in favor of the appointing party (Vredeveldt et al., 2022)), bias blind
spot (a tendency to acknowledge and see bias in others, while thinking that one is not
being affected (Dror, 2020)), ingroup bias (an inherent preference and value of “similar
others” (Scherr and Dror, 2021)), contextual bias (a tendency to be affected by non-es-
sential, additional information that contributes to the formation of an initial assump-
tion and can influence the evaluation in a certain direction (Kassin et al., 2013)), and
so on. However, confirmation bias seems to stand out amongst other biases probably
due to its widespread influence among individuals, groups, and nations (Nickerson,
1998) as well as it’s role in criminal investigations where there is an asymmetry in
the sense that a suspicion of a crime naturally leads towards the search for evidence
supporting the hypothesis that a crime has been committed.

Confirmation bias is a cognitive bias or a systematic pattern of thinking which le-
ads a person to interpret, seek, and recall information that confirms their pre-existing
beliefs or preconceptions. In other words, individuals are more likely to pay attention
to, remember, and give greater value to information that supports their existing be-
liefs, while downplaying or ignoring information that contradicts them (Nickerson,
1998). In the context of child interviewing confirmation bias may occur through the
frequent use of not recommended questions which can be driven by the interviewers
wishing to confirm a certain belief (e.g., abuse has happened), creating a line of biased
and hypothesis confirming questions (such as closed, option-posing, and suggestive
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questions) can be designed to elicit confirmatory evidence throughout the interview
(O'Donohue and Cirlugea, 2021). It is also known that not recommended question can
elicit a response bias in an interviewee such as a preference for answering “yes” to yes/
no questions (e.g., Lyon, 2014).

Many may assume that trained interviewers should be highly professional, ethi-
cal, and unbiased in conducting investigative interviews with children. Usually, inter-
viewers undergo training (e.g., use of structured interview protocols such as NICHD
(Lamb et al., 2007)) and are expected to conform to best practice recommendations
to accommodate the child in eliciting the most reliable and rich information that will
facilitate the investigation (Ahern et al., 2008). However, the extensive usage of not
recommended questions remains a serious problem (Aldridge and Cameron, 1999;
Baugerud et al., 2023) that potentially can contaminate a whole investigation. Not
recommended questions result in high rates of eliciting inaccurate information (Po-
well et al., 2007) and can lead decision makers (such as CPS workers, prosecutors, and
judges) to a wrong decision.

Some research suggests that the interviewer's performance in the process of inter-
viewing is related to their emotions or emotional state. Emotions are shown to affect
interviewers” performance in a number of ways: use of negative emotional utterances
(Oxburgh et al., 2006), use of confrontational interviewing tactics (Magnusson et al.,
2021) and biased information processing (Ask and Granhag, 2007). In other words,
emotions are related to the interviewer’s bias which is related to their performance.
The role of interviewers’ emotions in forensic child interviews, and more specifically
how emotions are related to adhering to best-practice recommendations and decisi-
on making regarding the outcome of the interview has not received enough scientific
attention.

It can be reasonably expected that certain situations, such as CSA, which can be
widely and consistently interpreted as a highly immoral act, might elicit an emotio-
nal response of anger. Anger is an emotion that represents one’s certainty about the
event as well as the perception that someone (or a specific person) is responsible for
a negative outcome, which was under their control (Lerner and Keltner, 2000). Thus,
anger may strongly impact one’s willingness to pursue punishment (Hutcherson and
Gross, 2011). Emotion of anger may become a motivating source for seeking more se-
vere penalties (Hartnagel and Templeton, 2012). Immoral acts, such as CSA, may also
give rise to feelings of immoral disgust and may increase the will to pursue harsher
judgements (Schnall et al., 2008). On the other hand, interviewers’ personal negative
experiences can be triggered and may evoke a feeling of sadness in response to hearing
children’s traumatic experiences (Nen et al., 2011). However, sadness, opposite to an-
ger, is led by a greater sense of uncertainty, and does not necessarily result in blaming
someone else for what has happened (Ask and Granhag, 2007). Another important
fundamental emotion is surprise. In the context of CSA, it may arise when the inter-
viewer might encounter information that would suggest that the child was not abused,
and thus could contribute to a different behavior within an ongoing event (Kovaleva,
2021). A state of sudden relief may follow or accompany a feeling of surprise when the
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situation is resolved. Relief alone, as well as in combination with surprise might result
in alleviation of negative emotional states (Dolinski and Odachowska, 2018). Further,
emotions are not just subjectively experienced, but also can be facially expressed and
analyzed using Facial Action Coding System (FACS) (Ekman et al., 2022), therefore,
allowing the researchers to explore emotional responses objectively, by using facial
recognition software, such as iMotions (2020).

It is known that emotions have psychophysiological correlates (Myroniv et al.,
2017) and are related to stress and can be indicators of cognitive demands of the task
exceeding the available resources of the person (Jo and Kim, 2020). Physiological me-
asures such as galvanic skin response (GSR), heart rate (HR) and its derivative heart
rate variability (HRV) are shown to be suitable to measure cognitive workload (e.g.,
Solovey et al.,, 2014) as well as indicate one’s stress levels (e.g., Michels et al., 2013).
According to Larmuseau and colleagues (2020), GSR, HR and HRV are most frequ-
ently used to measure cognitive load. More specifically, a combination of decreased
GSR resistance (Shi et al., 2007), increased HR and decreased HRV (Cranford et al.,
2014) is an indicator of higher cognitive load and increased perception of the task’s
difficulty. In the context of interviewing, these psychophysiological measures can be
indicators of an interviewer approaching their cognitive capacity limit which might
result in decreased effort in attempting to inspect alternative hypotheses during the
interview, thus reverting the interviewers' mindset to strengthen their questioning
in a way that will support their initial assumptions. However, to our knowledge, no
research on the role of psychophysiological parameters on interviewers’ performance,
more specifically, question formulation during the interview, was conducted before.

To sum up, it is clear, that different emotions might be experienced by the intervie-
wer during the CSA interview, however, it is not clear, and to our knowledge it was not
assessed before, how emotions (subjective and objective), psychophysiological states
and confirmation bias affect the interviewer’s decision making in terms of formulating
questions and deciding on the outcome of the interview.
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2. AIM AND OBJECTIVES

2.1 Overall Aim

The aim of the current dissertation was to explore the mechanism of emotional re-
actions, psychophysiological states, and confirmation bias in relation to interviewers’
performance during a simulated child sexual abuse interview.

2.2 Objectives

1. Assess whether and how interviewers react emotionally to child avatars expres-
sing sexual abuse and no-abuse details (Study I).

2. Examine how abuse assumptions influence interviewing and decision-making
processes in simulated CSA interviews (Study II).

3. Examine how emotions affect the assessment of child sexual abuse interviews
(Study III)

4. Examine the associations between emotions, psychophysiological states and
confirmation bias in subsequent question formulation when observing CSA
interview (Study IV).

5. Examine the associations between emotions, psychophysiological state, and
confirmation bias in question formulation in ongoing CSA interviews (Study
V).

Note. The study sequence is presented according to the list of papers indicated at the
beginning of the dissertation.
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3. METHODS

3.1 Samples

3.1.1 Emotional Reactions to Avatars with Child Sexual Abuse (vs. no Abuse)
(Study I).

The sample consisted of current psychology students and recent graduates (N = 30,
mean age M = 27.87, SD = 7.15) recruited from two universities: Mykolas Romeris and
Vilnius universities. The sampling stopped when thirty participants had participated
in the study. The advertisement for participation in the study was published in several
forums for current psychology students and alumni of both universities. The eight
male and twenty-two female participants were randomly assigned with 8 out of 16
avatars, so that four avatars were boys (two with CSA and two with no-CSA scenario)
and four were girls (two with CSA and two with no-CSA scenario). No participants
were excluded. The data of the present study were collected at the Applied Psychology
Research Laboratory of Mykolas Romeris University.

3.1.2 Sample II: Confirmation Bias in CSA Interviews (Study II)

The sample was merged from eight published and unpublished experiments (con-
ducted between 2017 and 2022, using participant samples from European and Japa-
nese students, psychologists, and police officers (N = 377, mean age M = 29.4, SD =
6.71). Overall, 2084 interview data was gathered to examine how confirmation bias
manifests itself in the process of investigative interviews. Each participant conducted
4-8 rounds of interview depending on the study design. Only half of the data sets con-
tained the measure of confidence in conclusion.

3.1.3 Sample III: Role of Emotions on CSA Interview Assessment (Study III)

The sample consisted of undergraduate and graduate students of psychology or
law (N = 105, mean age M = 23.78, SD = 7.06) recruited from Mykolas Romeris and
Vilnius universities. Twenty-four males, eighty females, and one participant who did
not identify as female or male were randomly assigned to one of four (CSA non-su-
ggestive, CSA suggestive, no-CSA non-suggestive, no-CSA suggestive questioning)
interview groups. We excluded 14 participants due to either bad video quality or
technical issues during the experiment. Invitations to participate in the experiment
were distributed through social media channels and directly in university facilities.
The interviews with virtual avatars were pre-recorded and incorporated into iMotions
online data collection module together with pre- and post-interview questionnaires in
SurveyMonkey platform. Those who did not want to participate from home had the
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opportunity to take part in the experiment at the Applied Psychology Research Labo-
ratory of Mykolas Romeris university.

3.1.4 Sample IV: Emotions, Psychophysiology and Confirmation Bias in
Question Formulation in CSA Interviews (Study IV and V)

The sample consisted of psychology students (N = 60 (47 women), mean age M =
22.75, SD = 6.74) recruited from Mykolas Romeris university. The invitation to parti-
cipate in the study was sent out directly to all psychology bachelor students via e-mail.
The data collection stopped when 60 participants took part in the study. None of the
participants had any experience or training in child interviewing. Participants were
granted a 10-euro shopping center gift voucher for their participation in the study. The
data of the present study were collected at the Applied Psychology Research Laborato-
ry of Mykolas Romeris University.

3.2 Instruments

List of instruments used in the studies:

Positive and Negative Affect Scale (PANAS) (Watson et al., 1988) is a 20-item scale
with 10 positive and 10 negative affective descriptions. Responses were scored on a fi-
ve-point Likert-type scale (1-5) ranging from ‘very slightly or not at all’ to ‘very much’
Participants had to fill in this instrument before and after each (preview of the) inter-
view, so that every previous one would be a pre-measurement for the upcoming stimu-
li and post-measurement for the previous stimuli. However, the actual PANAS items
were not used in the analyses but only used as distractors. Five statements about the
specific emotional states (sadness, anger, disgust, surprise, and relief) we had hypothe-
ses about were added into the PANAS with the aim of not drawing attention to these
items. However, it is worth mentioning that using single words to assess emotions
might not be the most valid and reliable way to assess emotions. On the other hand,
our goal was to assess subjective emotions, thus this kind of measurement at least
allowed to capture tendencies of emotional states, that the participants had to report.

Perception of avatar realism was measured using one-item. Participants were asked
to answer how realistic they perceived the avatar to be. Responses were scored on a
five-point scale ranging from 1 “not realistic at all” to 5 “very realistic.”

Participants’ baseline emotionality was measured using Cognitions and Emotions
about Child sexual Abuse (CE-CSA) (Gewehr et al., 2021), which consists of three
subscales: (1) Naive Confidence (NC), (2) Emotional Reactivity (ER) and (3) Justice
System Distrust (JSD). Responses were scored on a six-point scale ranging from 1
‘fully disagree’ to 6 ‘fully agree’ In our analyses, we only used the emotional reactivi-
ty (ER) scale. This questionnaire was filled in only once prior to the presentation of
the avatars. CE-CSA was originally created in German and translated into English by
the authors of the questionnaire. CE-CSA then was translated by the thesis author
from English into Lithuanian and afterward it was back translated from Lithuanian
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to German to Lithuanian by another German-speaking colleague. When comparing
the original German version and back translated German version the items were very
similar.

The participants’ facial expressions were recorded via HD camera during the pre-
sentation and interview of each avatar. Videos were imported to iMotions Biometric
Research Platform 8.1 software and analyzed using the Affectiva facial expression
recognition engine. Affectiva emotion recognition software can identify facial expres-
sions in a probabilistic way. The software has built-in recognition for anger, sadness,
disgust, and surprise; however, for relief, we had to extract the most common facial
action unit — AU12 lip corner puller (Krumhuber and Scherer, 2011) and consider it
as a reaction of relief.

In the last experiment a portable Shimmer3 GSR + unit was used. The GSR sensor
measures and captures galvanic skin response (GSR) in real time. It monitors skin con-
ductivity utilizing two reusable electrodes attached to two fingers of one hand. When
stimuli activate the sweat glands, the increasing moisture increases the conductance
of the skin, allowing the current to flow more readily. Another reusable electrode atta-
ches to the ear lobe and is used to capture Optical Pulse/PPG (Photoplethysmogram)
that is converted to heart rate (HR).

All of the avatars and interviews with them were conducted through the simula-
ted avatar interview platform which consists of 16 child-looking avatars. The avatars,
according to their predefined scenarios, are of different age and gender: 4 four-year-
old male, 4 four-year-old female, 4 six-year-old male and 4 six-year-old female avatars.
Each avatar has his/her own scenario of alleged CSA which was translated and adapted
to Lithuanian context. For half of the avatars, the scenario contained sexual abuse,
for the other half, it did not. The platform has built in demographic questions and a
consent form (age, gender, affiliation, education, experience in raising children, par-
ticipating in child interview training, experience in child interviewing, experience in
CSA interviewing). For the creation of the Lithuanian version of the avatars professio-
nal voice actors voiced the avatar responses and professional video editors connected
the voice tracks to the avatar videos so that the lip movement of the avatar would be
synced.

3.3 Procedure

Study I: The study was pre-registered and planned in advance, thus the goal was to
gather 30 participants. Each participant upon arrival had to fill in a CE-CSA question-
naire, then PANAS with additional items before and after each preview of the avatar
expressing key details of the alleged abuse experience. Throughout the whole experi-
ment, each participant was video recorded. Each participant viewed eight avatars. In
this study participants were not asked to interact with the avatars, rather just watch
them say key details of their alleged abuse scenarios. The design of this experiment is
presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Experiment design of the Study I.

Study II: In all the studies included in the mega-analysis report, recommended
and not recommended questions; relevant, neutral and wrong details; preliminary as-
sumption and its confidence levels; conclusion after the interview, confidence levels
about the conclusion and conclusion correctness were coded either as continuous,
ordinal or dichotomous variables for further analyses. Data used in study II was pre-
viously published or submitted for reviews by other different authors.

Study III: The interviews with virtual avatars were pre-recorded and incorporated
into iMotions online data collection module together with pre- and post-interview
questionnaires. This allowed us to send out the link to the experiment to every partici-
pant who showed interest in the study. Those who did not participate from home had
the opportunity to take part in the experiment at the Applied Psychology Research La-
boratory of Mykolas Romeris university. Participants were randomly assigned to one
the four pre-recorded interview groups, where they were asked to observe an inter-
view with a child avatar and answer the follow-up questions regarding their emotions,
interviewers question type appropriateness, overall suggestiveness and recollection of
details provided by the child avatar. Participants were video recorded throughout the
whole experiment. The design of this experiment is presented in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Experiment design of the Study III.
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Study IV and V: In this experiment participants were divided into three groups
(CSA, no-CSA and Neutral) and were presented with a number of stimuli and tasks.
In each group participants were watching an avatar expressing either abuse, no abu-
se, or neutral details (replication of study I), and afterwards all participants viewed a
part of pre-recorded interview (replication of study III), and afterwards were asked
to formulate questions for the avatar that they would like to ask, followed by each
participant conducting two interviews with different avatars, where one was with CSA
scenario, the other with no-CSA. Avatars were presented in a counterbalanced way
within each group. Before and after each of the stimuli, participants were asked to fill
in questionnaires with different additional questions, as presented in Figure 3. All data
were collected in a laboratory setting and all of the questionnaires and measurements
were integrated into iMotions platform. After the completion of the experiment, par-
ticipants were debriefed with the interview outcomes and the aim of the study. Every
participant then received a 10-euro gift coupon.

Figure 3. Experiment design of the Study IV and V.

3.4 Statistical Methods

Different statistical procedures were applied in the studies of the dissertation.
Descriptive statistics and conventional analyses (e.g., generalized estimation equation
(GEE), ANOVA's, t-test's, Pearson's r correlation) were performed using Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). For the aim of the Study II linear mixed-effects
analyses were performed in R (version 4.1.0). More detailed descriptions of each ana-
lysis are described in the methods section of each published study.
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3.5 Contribution Remarks

All samples used in the dissertation, except for the Study II, were from a larger
study “UNCOVABUSE: Uncovering Child Sexual Abuse: Assessment of Life-time
Prevalence and Development of Lithuanian Version of Simulated Interview Software
(EIT)” conducted by the research team from Mykolas Romeris university led by prof.
dr. Rita Zukauskiené and in cooperation with prof. dr. Pekka Olavi Santtila from New
York University Shanghai. I was part of the research team throughout the whole pro-
ject and was responsible for the preparation and execution of the experimental part of
the project as well as for curation and development of the Lithuanian speaking avatars.
While the project was ongoing, with the supervision of both professors and the help of
the research team I led the process of manuscript writing of Studies I, III, IV and V, and
was invited to contribute to the writing of the manuscript of Study II.

3.6 Ethical Approval

All participants in all studies gave their informed consent prior to their inclu-
sion in the study. The study received ethical approval from the Ethics Committee for
Psychological Research at Mykolas Romeris University (project title “UNCOVABU-
SE: Uncovering Child Sexual Abuse: Assessment of Life-time Prevalence and Develo-
pment of Lithuanian version of Simulated Interview Software (EIT)” and documented
in Decision Nr. 7/-2021.
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4. RESULTS

4.1 Study I: Emotional Reactions to Avatars

The results of the study revealed that according to self-report and objective data,
child avatars elicit emotional responses. Those responses differ in a predictable way
between sexual abuse (vs. no abuse) scenarios. The differences were more expressed
depending on the perceived realness of the avatars. In the same manner, differences
were also more accentuated the more emotional the participants were to CSA in ge-
neral. This study showed that child avatar interviews are emotionally engaging, the-
refore opening the avenue to study how emotions affect learning and interviewing
performance within the interview simulation.

4.2 Study II: Confirmation Bias in CSA Interviews

Results of this study revealed that participants' preliminary assumption of sexual
abuse having taken place predicted a conclusion of abuse after the interview accom-
panied with higher confidence regarding their judgement. Also, the results suggest
that a preliminary assumption of abuse enhances confirmation bias, thus leading to
more frequent use of not recommended question types and a decreased likelihood
of reaching a correct conclusion given the same number of available relevant details.

4.3 Study III: Role of Emotions on CSA Interview Assessment

The results of the current study indicated increases in sadness and disgust as a
reaction to CSA details and relief to no-CSA details during the review of an interview.
Also, objectively more suggestive interviews (vs. interviews conducted according to
best-practice recommendations) were perceived as less suggestive and more appro-
priate, which was surprising. Further, CSA scenario interviews (vs. no-CSA) were per-
ceived as less suggestive. Participants who expressed more anger and sadness made
fewer and more relieved participants made more mistakes when recalling details spe-
cifically expressed (not affirmed) by the avatar during the interview.

4.4 Study IV and V: Emotions, Psychophysiology and Confirmation Bias in
Question Formulation in CSA Interviews

Results of the Study IV revealed that the higher general emotionality to CSA and
higher perceived realness of the avatars is associated with stronger emotional reactions.
Also, facially expressed anger was associated with more closed (vs. open) questioning
as well as closed (vs. open) questions were preceded by higher GSR resistance and
lower HR. Study V; as expected, revealed that participants experiencing higher levels
of disgust (vs. lower) formulated more CSA confirming questions, while opposite to
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our expectations more surprised (vs. less) participants also formulated more questions
biased towards confirming CSA. In addition to the results mentioned in study IV, it
was found that lower levels of heart rate variability (HRV) were associated with more
abuse confirming questions. In conclusion, results of study IV and V demonstrate that
emotional and psychophysiological states experienced when observing and during an
ongoing interview are associated with confirmation bias in question formulation.
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5. DISCUSSION

The general purpose of this thesis was to explore previously almost untouched to-
pic of interviewer’s emotions and their relation to confirmation bias in investigative
interviews of child sexual abuse. In order to achieve this aim a set of experimental
studies was planned in advance with slight changes due to the outcomes of any pre-
vious experiment. A novel and modern approach was chosen in terms of measuring
objectively expressed facial emotions by using facial recognition engine; measuring
psychophysiological responses by using wireless portable sensors; and by manipula-
ting stimuli in the form of virtual child avatars and their alleged sexual abuse scena-
rios. The findings of these studies revealed a preliminary mechanism of the role of
emotions, psychophysiological indicators and confirmation bias in the assessment and
execution of child sexual abuse interviews, thus granting a to better understanding on
how CSA interview training can be enhanced.

5.1 Reacting Emotionally to Child Sexual Abuse (vs. not) Details

The purpose of Study I was to understand whether virtual child avatars elicit emo-
tional reactions and if further exploration of the role of emotional responses of the
interviewers on interview training and performance during the interview can be stu-
died. The first set of findings revealed that participants react emotionally to expressed
details of alleged sexual abuse. According to self-reports (subjective measure), partici-
pants reacted with more anger, sadness, and disgust to confirmed CSA and with more
relief to disconfirmed CSA scenario details. According to objective measures (using
facial recognition engine iMotions), participants expressed more anger to confirmed
CSA vs. disconfirmed CSA scenario details. Sadness, surprise, disgust, and relief were
not significantly different. A second set of findings revealed that individual differen-
ces, in terms of general emotionality and perceived realness of the avatars, affect the
intensity of emotional reactions. According to self-reported data participants who are
generally more emotional about CSA expressed more anger to confirmed CSA and
more relief to disconfirmed CSA scenario details; and according to iMotions facial
expression analysis more emotional participants react with more anger to confirmed
CSA details, while less emotional participants expressed no difference in their emo-
tional reactions to confirmed or disconfirmed CSA details. In this study, overall re-
ported realism of the avatars was relatively high (higher than average), and according
to self-reported data participants with higher perception of avatar realism reported
stronger relief reactions to disconfirmed CSA details, while those with lower percep-
tion of avatar realism reported no differences in their emotional reactions. According
to iMotions facial expression analysis, participants with higher perception of avatar
realism reported stronger anger reactions to confirmed CSA details, while those with
lower feeling of realness had no differences in their emotional expressions. The results
were clear for the self-reported emotions, however not so clear for objective indica-
tors. It could be so, because a person can subjectively experience several emotions at
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the same time (Carrera and Oceja, 2007), but is probably able to facially express only
the strongest emotion at a time. This idea is in line with Izard (1997) who suggested
that expressive components of emotion are not always visually observable. Overall, the
result of Study I provided grounds and allowed to raise hypotheses for further explo-
ration of the role of emotions experienced and expressed by the interviewers on their
interviewing performance.

5.2 Confirmation Bias in Simulated CSA Interviews

With the second study (Study II) we aimed to explore whether confirmation bias
plays a role in forensic decision-making processes and interviewing style in the context
of child interviewing. For this purpose, data from a series of experiments where parti-
cipants interviewed child avatars was utilized. Results indicated that interviewer’s pre-
liminary assumption of child sexual abuse having taken place predicted a conclusion
of abuse after the interview, higher confidence in their judgement, higher proportion
of not recommended question types and a decreased likelihood of reaching a correct
conclusion. First, these results indicate the presence of confirmation bias in simulated
CSA interviews. A tendency to confirm abuse may be due to a natural human tendency
to confirm rather than disconfirm initial assumptions (Tversky and Kahneman, 1974).
Also, it is worth mentioning that in the legal context interviewers might be biased
towards reaching a conclusion that is expected of them by those who usually initiate
the interview, that is the prosecution (O’Donohue and Cirlugea, 2021). Thus, research
that focuses on reducing confirmation bias in the interviewing context has establis-
hed that interviewers who were blind to the details of allegation (Rivard et al., 2016)
and asked more open-ended questions (Powel et al., 2012) as a result elicited more
accurate information and were not affected by biasing information. Further, results of
Study II are in line with other research that in part explored the topic of confidence in
decision making in investigative interviews in association with the emotional state of
the interviewer (e.g., Magnusson et al., 2021) and allows us to suggest that emotions
experienced by the interviewer, such as anger and disgust may enhance confidence
through confirmation bias in terms of positive hypothesis testing and interpretation
of the gathered data. Subsequently, such delicate cases require interviewers to chal-
lenge main hypotheses by considering alternative hypotheses that would likely reduce
confirmation bias in the decision-making process (Lidén et al., 2023). In conclusion,
this study lays ground for further exploration of confirmation bias in association with
interviewer’s emotions on the interviewing performance during simulated avatar in-
terviewing.

5.3 The Effects of Emotion on the Assessment of Child Sexual Abuse
Interviews

The third study (Study III) was designed in a way, so that participants didn't need
to conduct interviews themselves, rather they were presented with avatar interview
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recordings and were asked to evaluate those interviews in terms of suggestiveness and
appropriateness and afterwards were asked to recall exact details expressed by the ava-
tar, while the participants facial expressions were recorded in the same manner as in
the previous experiments (subjective pre and post emotion measurement and emo-
tion expressed on the face throughout the whole experiment). Emotional reactions to
avatar interviews were partially similar to previous experiments, that is participants
reacted with more sadness and disgust to CSA and with more relief to no-CSA inter-
views. However, in comparison to Study I, there were some discrepancies in specific
emotional reactions that may have emerged due to a different kind of interaction (in
terms of dynamics) with the stimuli. Further, opposite to our expectations, but in line
with Finnild-Touhimaa and colleagues (2009) explanations, objectively suggestive in-
terviews were perceived as less suggestive and more appropriate in terms of questi-
oning style when compared to objectively better interviews. It may be hypothesized
that participants have convinced themselves that a more suggestive interviewing style
might result due to the interviewer being more certain in their judgment and the al-
legation (Finnild-Touhimaa et al., 2009). Also, participants might have expected and
believed that the avatars had abuse scenarios (due to the nature of the experiment),
and thus discounted suggestiveness, which goes in line with confirmation bias theory
(Ask et al., 2008) that decisions are being affected by initial assumptions and beliefs of
the decision-makers. Lastly, opposite to our expectations, we found that negative emo-
tional arousal had a positive effect on memory performance. However, this finding is
in line with other research, suggesting that specific negative emotions such as anger
and sadness enhance selective encoding of information or central aspects of the event
(in this case CSA details), while positive emotions such as happiness enhances abili-
ty to recall the whole event (Levine and Burgess, 1997; Talarico et al., 2009). Several
other findings potentially related to guilt and confirmation bias were of interest. The
descriptive analyses revealed that participants have made no mistakes in the conclu-
sion of abuse in CSA scenario groups while only one fourth of the participants were
not sure about their decision, however in no-CSA scenario groups only one eight of
the participants concluded that abuse has not happened, while half of the participants
were not sure and one third made an incorrect decision. These findings highlight the
fact that participants have a general bias to conclude abuse even in no-abuse situations.
To summarize, the findings of this study demonstrate different effects of emotions on
assessment of CSA interviews and highlight the importance of further research of the
effects of emotions and confirmation bias not only when observing but also during
actual CSA interviewing.

5.4 Emotions, Psychophysiology and Confirmation Bias in CSA
Interviewing

Study IV and Study V are a result of the final experiment of this thesis. In this
experiment participants were randomly assigned to either CSA, no-CSA or neutral
group, that is they were presented with an avatar expressing main details of what has
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happened with them (replication of Study I), afterwards participants were presented
with part of the same pre-recorded interview with an avatar (replication of Study III),
and afterwards each participant conducted two interviews with an avatar. Generally,
in Study IV we have analyzed the impact of manipulation on the subsequent question
formulation after viewing the part of the pre-recorded interview. In Study V we have
analyzed question formulation in ongoing interviews with the child avatars. In this
experiment, unlike previous ones, we have measured GSR and HR of the participants,
while all other measures were the same as in previous experiments. Study IV revealed
that the manipulation (exposure to CSA, no-CSA or neutral scenario) had an effect on
bias in subsequent question formulation. To our knowledge this is the first experimen-
tal study in its kind where it was found that previous exposure to CSA (vs. no-CSA and
neutral) details resulted in formulating more CSA confirming questions in a subsequ-
ent interview. A similar result was found in a study by Powell and colleagues (2014)
where experience in interviewing was negatively associated with open-ended question
formulation assessed immediately after training. This finding suggests that investiga-
tive interview training should be carried out in the beginning of the professionals’ ca-
reer. Furthermore, more disgusted participants were found to formulate more biased
questions towards confirming CSA. This finding is in line with Schnall and colleagues
(2008) who suggested that moral disgust elicited by moral offenses may lead to harsher
judgements. Regarding the role of psychophysiological indicators, this study revealed
an association between participants’ lower HRV and bias towards confirming abuse in
question formulation. Lower HRV is associated with poorer adaptation and physio-
logical functioning (Vanderlei et al., 2009) and is an indicator of cognitive demands
of the task (Jo and Kim, 2020). If the interviewing task is perceived as difficult, parti-
cipants might have chosen the easiest way to formulate questions that most probably
would result in some meaningful information, like CSA confirming details. Therefore,
results suggest that certain emotions and psychophysiological states experienced by
participants when observing a CSA interview are associated with confirmation bias in
how questions are formulated.

The following study (Study V) also resulted in a number of interesting findings.
First, we found that general emotionality related to CSA and perceived realness of the
avatars is associated with stronger overall emotional reactions throughout the inter-
view process. This finding is in line with Study I of this thesis and, thus the replication
of this result in simulated interviews constitutes that the avatars are suitable to study
such processes. Second, close-ended questions (vs. open) were preceded by more an-
ger expressed on the face. Even though we expected much clearer patterns of different
facial expressions of emotions by the interviewer during a simulated interview, it may
be hypothesized that in the context of CSA anger was the strongest emotion experi-
enced in the moment. This hypothesis is in line with other research, suggesting that
interviewers might try to suppress facially observable emotions during investigations
of serious crimes (e.g., Oxburgh et al., 2006) as well as emotions might not be observa-
ble or distinguishable at all due to a lack of neuromuscular movement in the moment
(Izard, 1997), consequently, other emotions might have not manifested clearly. Third,
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closed (vs. open) questions were preceded by higher GSR resistance and lower HR.
This finding suggests that participants, prior to asking closed questions, felt less stres-
sed (Dua and King, 1987; Villarejo et al., 2012) and probably more confident (Rees
and Freeman, 2007) in their interviewing performance. The Interview process itself is
a difficult task that requires the interviewer simultaneously to do several tasks, such as
formulating the next question, evaluating a child’s response in terms of truth and in
relation to the hypotheses that the interviewer is testing while all of these processes are
accompanied with emotional responses. According to Cognitive Load Theory (Chan-
dler and Sweller, 1991) the more a person is cognitively loaded, the greater probability
of mistakes exists which ultimately reduces the quality of the task performance. The-
refore, the last finding can also be interpreted so that after a certain point during the
interview, the interviewer may feel overloaded resulting in more negative emotional
reactions and shifting to an easier process of interviewing, that is asking more close-
ended questions that are probably affected by confirmation bias. Hence, psychophysio-
logical parameters of GSR and HR might be indicators of cognitive load levels and can
be related to confirmation bias. Overall, the findings of this thesis led to the compiling
of a preliminary model of the role of emotions and psychophysiological parameters
on confirmation bias in question formulation in investigative CSA interviews which is
presented in the manuscript of Study V.

To summarize, this thesis offers a novel exploration of interviewer emotions,
psychophysiology, and confirmation bias within the realm of investigative interviews
for CSA and provides a substantial contribution to the field of legal and forensic
psychology. The methodological approach employed across the series of experimental
studies, coupled with the integration of technological advancements, contributes to a
nuanced understanding of how emotions shape behavior and decision-making pro-
cesses of interviewers. The identification of confirmation bias in simulated interviews
not only aligns with existing research but also introduces hitherto unresearched di-
mensions by incorporating psychophysiological indicators. The unexpected findings,
such as objectively more suggestive interviews were perceived as less suggestive and
more appropriate, challenges conventional assumptions and opens avenues for further
research. As legal systems seek to enhance the reliability and objectivity of investiga-
tive interviews, the insights derived from this thesis provide a valuable argument for
enrichment of evidence-based training programs and interventions. This work contri-
butes not only to the theoretical understanding of the interplay between emotions and
confirmation bias but also offers practical implications for the ongoing improvement
of forensic interviewing practices.

5.5 Limitations, Strengths, and Practical Implications

There are a number of limitations in the empirical studies that comprise this dis-
sertation, all of which are discussed in their corresponding manuscripts. Generally,
there are two limiting factors in the studies mentioned above. The first is the issue of
the theoretical approach and measuring emotions in general, and more specifically the
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chosen emotions of anger, sadness, disgust, surprise, and relief subjectively (via self-
report questionnaires) and objectively (using facial recognition software iMotions).
Four out of five emotions mentioned above can be labeled as basic emotions (Matsu-
moto and Ekman, 2009). In the context of CSA interviewing, it didn’t seem logical to
measure joy and fear, due to the nature of the stimuli and the experimental context.
Participants had nothing to be afraid of, as the experiments were designed so that the
interviews could be watched or conducted in a safe laboratory environment separately
from other participants and even without having the experimenter in sight. And the
nature of exploring whether the child (even a virtual one) has experienced sexual abu-
se should be distant from a joyful experience. However, we thought that if the outcome
of this exploration would result in a participant’s decision that the child has not been
abused, the negative anticipated emotions might change to surprise, followed by relief.
This naturally leads to the issue of measuring the chosen emotions. Participants were
asked to fill in self-reports before and after each presented stimuli, thus the carry-over
effects might have influenced the differences in emotional reactions in confirmed and
disconfirmed CSA cases. Further, participants were not presented with operationa-
lized definitions of emotions, which might have affected reliability of the subjective
measures. The second limitation is related to measuring relief objectively. iMotions has
a built-in facial recognition engine for anger, sadness, disgust, and surprise, however
not for relief. For this reason, we have used the most common facial action unit - AU12
Lip Corner Puller, which in iMotions corresponds to Lip Corner Depressor, and con-
sider it as a representation of facial reaction of relief. Also, in Study V we found that
sadness was strongly correlated with lip corner depressor activity, thus raising doubt
whether this was a valid indicator of relief. In addition, the samples in the empirical
studies were not professional samples, hence, their emotional reactions, assessment of
the interview and question formulation in CSA interviews might differ compared to
professionals. This line of research is still to be replicated with a professional sample.

The studies have some strengths as well: the avatars offer a comparatively standar-
dized way to examine emotional responses to a phenomenon that is otherwise challen-
ging to study. Despite the stimuli being standardized, they still provide a possibility for
a dynamic interaction between the avatars and the interviewers with different possible
interview outcomes that are representative of an actual child interview. Additionally,
subjective and objective emotion measurements were used, and the data showed some
congruence. Further, we were the first to explore and report associations between
emotions and psychophysiological parameters (GSR, HR and HRV) in question for-
mulation during CSA interviews. Also, the mega-analysis allowed to conduct a more
ecologically valid exploration of confirmation bias in CSA interview context, compa-
red to reading vignettes and case briefs.

In regard to practical relevance, the results of the study unequivocally revealed that
emotions play a role in interviewing performance in alleged CSA cases, thus the results
of these studies could enrich interview training programs and instructions prior to
the interview, as well as feedback after the interview. Interviewers could be informed
about the possible impact of their emotional states and emotionality in general, which
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could lead to becoming more self-aware of emotions they are experiencing during an
ongoing interview. Second, the results related to assessing CSA interviews can directly
be useful for psychologists, lawyers, and prosecutors as well as decision makers such
as judges and child protections services to identify or at least be aware of potential
contaminating effects on the interview quality and conclusion regarding the outcome
of the interview. Lastly, our findings indicate that people who are generally more emo-
tional about the topic of CSA might have difficulties to restrain or regulate themselves
emotionally, thus might conduct the interview in a more biased manner which leads to
an open discussion whether some individuals are suitable to conduct CSA interviews.
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6. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

Based on the research conducted in the context of this dissertation, these conclu-

sions follow:

1. Child avatars elicit a variety of predictable emotions responses:

- The participants self-reported more negative (anger, sadness, and disgust)
and more positive (relief) emotions to confirmed and disconfirmed CSA
details accordingly, while facially expressed emotions on the face were less
clear.

- The higher general emotionality related to CSA and higher perceived re-
alness of the avatars made the differences in emotional reactions stronger
(Study I).

2. Confirmation bias is present in simulated CSA interviews and influences inter-
viewing and decision-making process in terms of confidence, more frequent
use of not recommended questions, decreased probability of reaching a correct
decision and guilt bias (Study II).

3. Emotions affect the assessment of simulated child sexual abuse interviews in
terms of detecting suggestibility, memory performance and decision making
(Study III).

4. Emotions and psychophysiological indicators of GSR, HR and HRYV are asso-
ciated with confirmation bias in question formulation in simulated CSA inter-
views in terms of asking closed and open questions (Study IV and V).
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1. [VADAS

Beveik kiekvienos $alies istorijoje yra kiles ir sukéles aZiotazg visuomenéje rezo-
nansinis skandalas dél jtariamos pedofilijos bylos. Lietuva taip pat néra i$imtis. 2009
m. visa $alis sutelké démesj j Garliavos byl (dar vadinamg Lietuvos pedofilijos byla)
ir jos eiga (Mazylis ir kt., 2013). Praéjus beveik 15 mety, Lietuva susiduré su dar vie-
nu pedofilijos skandalu (Ragauskiené, 2023). Tokie jvykiai yra pla¢iai nu$vieciami zi-
niasklaidoje ir nataraliai sukelia daug emociniy reakcijy (McCartan et al., 2015) tarp
politiky, jstatymy leidéjy, teisésaugos institucijy ir vaiky teisiy apsaugos tarnybos dar-
buotojy, sveikatos priezitiros specialisty, mokytojy, tévy ir, i§ esmés, visy kity samo-
ningy visuomenés nariy. Tai, savo ruoztu, didina sgmoningumg ir skatina atitinkamas
institucijas imtis veiksmy: tobulinti reagavimo ir ikiteisminio tyrimo algoritma, tobu-
linti jstatymus, $viesti teisésaugos darbuotojus, mokyti kitus specialistus, kurie Zinoty,
kaip elgtis jtariamos seksualinés prievartos pries vaikus atvejais, kurti specializuotus
pagalbos centrus, $viesti visuomene ir pan. Tadiau jtariamos seksualinés prievartos
prie§ vaikus atvejai kelia tam tikry esminiy problemy. Pirma, daugeliu atvejy néra
vienareik$miy jtariamo nusikaltimo jrodymy, o tam, kad asmuo buty nuteistas, teisé-
jui turi nekilti abejoniy (Berryessa et al., 2023). Tai, savaime suprantama, rodo, kaip
svarbu i§ vaiky gauti teisingg ir patikimg informacija, atliekant tiriamaja apklausa
(pvz., Lamb et al,, 2007). Taigi, antroji problema yra susijusi su tiriamosios apklausos
kokybe, t. y. su apklausos atlikéjo gebéjimu laikytis geriausiy praktiky rekomendacijy
(pvz., Ahern et al., 2018). Be to, kai Zmonés susiduria su amoraliais poelgiais, pavyz-
dZiui, seksualine prievarta prie§ vaikus, galima pagristai daryti prielaida, kad net ir Sios
srities ekspertams (Magnusson et al., 2021) kils emocinis atsakas ir pasireik§ emoci-
nés reakcijos (Ask and Granhag, 2007; Oxburgh et al., 2006). Todél reikia nepamirsti
emocinio aspekto ir jo poveikio tiriamajai apklausai, kuriai iki $iol nebuvo skiriama
pakankamai démesio. Galiausiai, gilesnis emocijy poveikio $aliSkumui ir i§ankstiniam
nusistatymui supratimas, apklausy dél seksualinés prievartos prie§ vaikus vertinimas
ir apklausy atlikéjy jgudziy stiprinimas, formuluojant tinkamus klausimus, prisidéty
prie geresnés seksualinio smurto prie$ vaikus tyrimy kokybés.

1.1 Seksualinés prievartos prie§ vaikus paplitimas

Dauguma teismo posédziy paprastai yra atviri visuomenei, ta¢iau tam tikros by-
los nagrinéjamos uz uzdary dury ir visos dalyvaujancios alys pasiraso pasizadéjimus
dél informacijos neatskleidimo, kurie galioja tol, kol byla tesiasi. Ta¢iau rezonansiniy
byly, pavyzdziui, seksualinés prievartos prie§ vaikus (SPV), metu, ypac jei jose da-
lyvauja garsiis ar auksto rango asmenys (pvz., jZymybés, politikai, jvairiy konfesijy
atstovai), paprastai tam tikra informacija nutekinama j ziniasklaidg ir bent kurj laika
akcentuojama. Tokiais laikotarpiais didéja visuomenés informuotumas apie SPV, rei-
kalaujama grieztesniy nuosprendziy, grieztesniy bausmiy ir profesionaliy interven-
cijy. Kad tokie sprendimai buty svarstomi, sprendimy priéméjai turi suvokti proble-
mos masty. Kadangi SPV dazniausiai yra latentinis nusikaltimas, sudétinga surinkti
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tikslius paplitimo duomenis ir aiskiau suprasti, j kuriuos SPV reiskinio aspektus galéty
orientuotis jstatymy leidéjai, kad uzkirsty kelig tokiems nusikaltimams ir sumazinty jy
skaiciy, tobulindami visuomenés sveikatos priezitiros strategijas ir skirdami tinkamus
iSteklius.

Dauguma pasaulyje atlikty SPV paplitimo tyrimy pateikia $iek tiek skirtingus duo-
menis, ta¢iau jie svyruoja nuo 6,6 iki 24,0 proc. vyry ir motery imtyse (zr. 1 lentele).
Tokie SPV paplitimo rodikliai leidzia suvokti problemos mastg ir jau savaime rodo,
kad $iai problemai reikia bendro visy institucijy ir profesionaly, kurie gali turéti jtakos,
démesio.

Zukauskiené su kolegomis (2023) Lietuvoje atliko retrospektyvinij reprezentatyvy
tyrimg, kuriame dalyvavo 18-29 mety amzZiaus jaunuoliai (N = 2000, 47,65 proc. mo-
tery, M amzZius = 23,89, SD = 3,59). Zukauskiené ir kolegos (2023) tyré ne tik bendrus
SPV paplitimo rodiklius Lietuvoje, bet ir jvairiy SPV formy skirtingose amziaus gru-
pése paplitimg ir daznuma, taip pat smurtautojy bendrai ir skirtingy prievartos formy
daznuma. Buvo rasta, kad 15,9 proc. tyrimo dalyviy patyré bet kokios formos SPV,
tiksliau - 18,5 proc. motery ir 13,5 proc. vyry. Moterys sudaré didesne SPV patyrusiy
asmeny dalj, palyginus su vyrais (atitinkamai 55,7 proc. ir 44,3 proc.). Labiausiai pa-
plitusi SPV forma (11,7 proc.) buvo susijusi su seksualinio pobudzio turinio raSymu
arba kalbéjimu, 4,4 proc. sudaré priverstinis intymiy kano daliy Zitiréjimas ar rodymas
ir 1,2 proc. — priverstinis pozavimas seksualinio ar pornografinio pobadzio nuotrau-
koms. Taip pat nustatyta, kad seksualizuotas fizinis kontaktas, pavyzdziui, lietimas ar
vertimas liesti intymias kino dalis, sudaré 6,2 proc., o priverstiniai lytiniai santykiai —
5,0 proc. Vyry ir motery visy SPV formy paplitimo rodikliai skirtingose amziaus gru-
pése buvo panasis ir didéjo su amziumi, i§skyrus vertima ziaréti j intymias kano dalis
arba jas apnuoginti, kurio paplitimo rodikliai tiek vyry, tiek motery buvo didziau-
si 7-13 mety amziaus grupéje, ir vertimg pozuoti seksualiniams ar pornografiniams
vaizdams, kurio paplitimo rodikliai tiek vyry, tiek motery buvo vienodi 14-18 mety
amziaus grupéje. Dauguma SPV vykdytojy buvo draugai arba bendraamziai. Patéviai
arba motinos partneris buvo antras pagal daznuma smurtautojy tipas. Seimoje (tévai,
patéviai ir broliai), taip pat sporto, $vietimo ir kitose srityse pagrindiniai nusikaltéliai
buvo vyrai. Romantiniy santykiy kontekste smurtautojomis dazniau tapdavo moterys.
Nepriklausomai nuo SPV formos, didzioji dauguma tyrimo dalyviy (86,0-95,8 proc.)
nurodé tik vieng skriaudéjg, o akivaizdziy skirtumy tarp jvairiy prievartos formy ne-
buvo. 9 proc. auky, patyrusiy sunkiausios rasies prievarta, kuri apémé daugiau nei
vieng seksualinj kontakta, atveju dalyvavo keli smurtautojai. Be to, Zukauskiené su
kolegomis (2023) tyré santykinj nusikaltéliy $eimoje paplitimg. Buvo nustatyta, kad
dazniausi smurtautojais $eimoje buvo patéviai ir pamotés. Mergaités, kurios didziaja
vaikystés dalj praleido su biologiniu tévu, patéviu ir pamote, buvo labiau linkusios
patirti SPV; o berniukams buvo didesné rizika patirti SPV i§ savo biologiniy motiny,
su kuriomis jie gyveno didZiaja vaikystés dalj. Tokie paplitimo rodikliai atitinka tarp-
tautiniy ir Europos metaanaliziy duomenis (zr. 1 lentele), ta¢iau skiriasi nuo neseniai
atlikto tyrimo JAV imtyje (5,6 proc. mergaiciy ir 1,9 proc. berniuky) (Gewirtz-Meydan
and Finkelhor, 2020) ir nuo naujausiy Lietuvoje (Kazlauskas et al., 2022; Laurinaityté
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et al., 2022; Zelviené et al., 2020) gauty duomeny, tikétina, dél skirtingo SPV ope-
racionalizavimo, skirtingy amziaus tarpsniy, taip pat imties sudarymo metody. Vis
délto, dauguma tyrimy atskleidzia, kad dazniausiai SPV atvejy pasitaiko tarp bendra-
amziy (14-18 mety paaugliy) (pavyzdziui, Finkelhor et al., 2014; Gekoski et al., 2016).
Zukauskienés ir kolegy (2023) pateikti SPV paplitimo rodikliai taip pat priestarauja
oficialiosios statistikos (Lietuvos statistikos departamentas, 2022) pateikiamiems skai-
¢iams, o tai leidZia daryti prielaida, kad pareiginai gali nezinoti tikrojo SPV reiskinio
masto. Taigi, Sie rezultatai galéty bati naudingi atliekant SPV tyrimus (pavyzdziui,
siekiant suZinoti jvairiy tipy kaltinimy tikimybe SPV tyrimuose), taip pat planuojant
atitinkamas prevencinés politikos priemones, pavyzdziui, mokyklose.

1.2 Seksualinés prievartos pries vaikus tyrimai

Daugumoje byly tam, kad jos atsidurty teisme, turi buti tam tikry svariy jrodymy,
kuriais kaltinimas gali remtis ir baty galima jrodyti, kad buvo padarytas nusikalti-
mas, todél prokuroras siekia susieti jrodymus su kaltinamuoju (Valutyté ir kt., 2022).
Taciau, kai kuriais atvejais, surinkti negin¢ijamy jrodymy yra per sunku arba tiesiog
nejmanoma. Valutytés ir kolegy (2022) atliktame tyrime apie Lietuvos teisésaugos pa-
reiginy (teiséjy, prokurory, policijos pareigiiny, teismo psichologo ir nevyriausybiniy
organizacijy atstovy) patirtj smurto artimoje aplinkoje bylose, nustatyta, kad psicho-
loginio, ekonominio ir seksualinio smurto bylos retai patenka j teisma dél objektyviy
jrodymy trakumo. Panasios problemos pastebimos ir SPV bylose ne tik Lietuvoje, bet
ir visame pasaulyje (Connolly et al., 2015). Jtariamo SPV bylose svarbi uzduotis yra
i$siaiskinti, ar nusikaltimas jvyko, jei taip, tai kas jvyko. Taigi, daugeliu atvejy, vaikas
tampa vieninteliu jrodymy $altiniu, todél visas tyrimas ir jo rezultatai sutelkti  kuo
tikslesnés ir patikimesnés informacijos surinkima, apklausiant vaikus (Burrows and
Powell, 2014).

1.2.1 Tyrimy problemos

Tais atvejais, kai visas baudZziamojo persekiojimo procesas priklauso nuo vieno in-
formacijos $altinio, t. y. vaiko, labai svarbu surinkti visus turimus jrodymus, kuriuos
teiséjas laikyty priimtinais. SPV atvejais, tokie jrodymai galéty buti medicininés atas-
kaitos, psichologinés ir psichiatrinés ekspertizés, jtariamyjy prisipazinimai arba kiti
techniniai jrodymai, pavyzdzZiui, Zinutés arba foto ir (arba) vaizdo medziaga. Taciau
kiekvienas i$ $iy galimy jrodymy $altiniy pats savaime gali bati nejtikinamas ir pro-
blemiskas.

Medicininés ataskaitos. Lietuvos teismy praktikos analizé (Girdenis ir kt., 2022)
rodo, kad, jei jtarimas dél SPV apima penetracinius veiksmus, tai tampa privalomo
jrodinéjimo dalyku. Tokiuose tyrimuose medicininiai iSra$ai naudojami siekiant jver-
tinti vaiko parei$kimo apie seksualing prievartg patikimuma (Joki-Erkkila et al., 2014).
Tadiau, taip pat zinoma, kad kai kuriais atvejais jsiskverbimo fakto negalima medici-
niskai jrodyti ir tiksliai diagnozuoti, jei praéjo pakankamai daug laiko (Watkeys et al.,
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2008). Be to, gali buti, kad dél jvairiy priezas¢iy vaikai gali pateikti netikslig informaci-
ja apie patirta seksualine prievartg. Vaikai gali pranesti, kad jvyko jsiskverbimas, nors
Kklinikiniy tyrimy duomenys rodo, kad labiau tikétina, jog to nebuvo, arba neaptikta
jokiy fiziniy pédsaky. Sprendziant i vaiko pasakojimo, gali buti, kad jvyko ne penetra-
cinis lytiniy organy kontaktas (Anderst et al., 2009), o tai rodo, kad vaikai gali nesuge-
béti atskirti lytiniy organy kontakto ar jsiskverbimo j lytines lapas nuo jsiskverbimo j
makstj. Taigi kartais medicininés ataskaitos gali bati neaiskios.

Psichologinés ir psichiatrinés ekspertizés. Psichologiniy ir psichiatriniy eksper-
tiziy atlikimo gairés pateikiamos daugelyje straipsniy ir vadovéliy, jos aiSkiai i§désty-
tos istatymuose ir etikos kodekse, reglamentuojanciuose valstybiniy eksperty veikla
(LR teisingumo ministras, 2020). Galima manyti, kad butent ekspertai turéty bati tie,
kurie geba atlikti vertinima, pateikiantj ai$kius ir neginc¢ijamus atsakymus sprendi-
my priéméjams (pvz., teiséjams), taciau vis daugiau tyrimy atskleidzia, kad eksperty
sprendimai gali buti nevienareik§miai ir neteisingi (pvz., Dror and Scurich, 2020), juos
gali paveikti jvairts $aliSkumai (Dror, 2020). Be to, SPV atvejais, kai néra negincija-
my nusikaltimo padarymo jrodymy, ekspertai negali pateikti galutinés iSvados, nes
néra konkreciy diagnostiniy kriterijy, rodanc¢iy SPV (Bruck et al., 2006; London et
al., 2008; McGuire and London, 2017). Dél $ios priezasties jrodomaja verte gali turéti
tik patikimi vaiky parodymai (Burrows and Powell, 2014; Lamb et al., 2018; London
et al., 2005).

Itariamyjy prisipazinimai. Jtariamojo prisipazinimas yra labai pageidautinas
bet kokio SPV tyrimo rezultatas. Tai gali palengvinti nukentéjusio vaiko nasta duoti
parodymus ir prisidéti prie greitesnio ir sklandesnio proceso. Be to, nemazai tyrimy
parodé, kad bylose, kuriose buvo jtariamojo prisipazinimas, buvo didesné tikimybé,
kad jis bus patrauktas baudziamojon atsakomybén (Duron, 2018; Ernberg et al., 2018;
Sumampouw et al., 2020; Walsh et al., 2010). Kaltés pripazinimas ne tik palengvina
sprendimg patraukti baudziamojon atsakomybén (Duron, 2018), bet ir padidina ap-
kaltinamojo nuosprendzio tikimybe (Lippert et al., 2010). Lippert ir kolegos (2010),
atlike jtariamyjy prisipazinimo SPV bylose tyrimg, nurodé skirtingus reik$mingus
veiksnius, susijusius su didesne jtariamojo prisipazinimo tikimybe. Jie nustaté, kad
jtariamojo prisipazinimo tikimybé didesné, kai: vaikai yra vyresni ir nesusije su jta-
riamuoju, jvyko jsiskverbimas, jtariamieji buvo jaunesni, vaikai visikai atskleidé prie-
varta, kitas vaikas taip pat prane$é apie jtariamojo patirtg seksualine prievarta ir yra
patvirtinan¢iy liudytojy. Be to, didesné dalis jtariamuyjy prisipazino, kai prievarta buvo
jvykdyta daugiau nei vieng karta, ir buvo liudytojy parodymy. Taciau pastarieji du
veiksniai buvo tik nezymiai reik§mingai susije su jtariamojo prisipazinimu. Apskritai,
Lippert ir kolegos (2010) pranes$é apie 30 proc. (tikro) prisipazinimo lygj tarp tirty
grupiy. Tadiau, taip pat verta paminéti, kad ne visi prisipazinimai yra teisingi. Pavyz-
dziui, 1989 m. didelio atgarsio sulaukusioje byloje ,Centrinio parko bégikas®, penki
nepilnameciai melagingai prisipazino sumuse ir iSprievartave moterj, dél ko ji mireé.
Nepilnameciai buvo nuteisti ir jkalinti, kol, pasitelkus DNR jrodymus ir tikrojo nusi-
kaltélio, kuris jau atlikinéjo bausme kaléjime, prisipazinimu, buvo i$teisinti. Nors nu-
rodomas melagingy prisipazinimy procentas yra nedidelis (1-12 proc., priklausomai
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nuo tiriamosios imties), jsitikinimas, kad Zmonés neprisipazjsta dél nusikaltimy, ku-
riy nepadaré, yra mitas (Kassin, 2008).

Techniniai jrodymai. Tokie teismo ekspertizés techniniai jrodymai, kaip DNR
analizé (Thackeray et al., 2011), skaitmeniniai jrodymai, elektroninis bendravimas ir
vaizdo jrasai (McCartan and McAlister, 2012), gali buti labai svarbus atliekant tyrimus
ir teisminius procesus. Thackeray ir kolegos (2011) sitllo po jtariamos seksualinés prie-
vartos per 24 valandas atlikti kano apzitrg tam, kad baty galimybé nustatyti rysj tarp
aukos ir prievartautojo, pasitelkus DNR jrodymus. Be to, techniniai jrodymai gali buti
nenugincijami smurto jrodymai. Konfiskuoti kompiuteriai, iSmanieji telefonai ar kiti
elektroniniai prietaisai gali atskleisti pokalbiy i$klotines, nuotraukas, vaizdo jrasus ar
kitg skaitmeninj turinj, kuris gali padéti nustatyti santykiy pobudj, viliojimo taktika ir
identifikuoti su tuo susijusius asmenis, taip pat patvirtinti aukos parodymus (Dodge et
al., 2019). Tadiau tas pats jrodymy rinkinys gali neatskleisti jokios reik§mingos infor-
macijos, taigi, gali sustiprinti prielaida, kad smurto nebuvo. Vadinasi, techniniai jrody-
mai, jei jy yra ir jie gaunami laiku, gali padidinti tikimybe, kad tyrimas vyks sklandziai.

Nepaisant daugybés galimybiy surinkti jvairiy rasiy jrodymus, gali bati, kad me-
dicininis, psichologinis ir psichiatrinis jvertinimai nebus vienareik$miai, techniniai
jrodymai gali bati surinkti ne laiku arba jy gali nelikti, o jtariamasis neprisipazins.
Tokiais atvejais, remiantis vaiko apklausos rezultatais, bus priimtas sprendimas testi
baudziamajj persekiojima arba nutraukti byla, nes néra patvirtinanciy jrodymy. Taigi,
vaiko apklausos kokybé gali buti lemiamos reik§més.

1.2.2 Gerosios praktikos rekomendacijos dél vaiky apklausos

Istoriskai susiklosté, kad teisiniame kontekste vaikai dél socialinio, psichologinio,
fizinio ir kognityvinio nebrandumo nebuvo laikomi patikimais liudytojais (Bala et
al., 2001). Vaiko suvokimas, atmintis, nesugebéjimas atsispirti suaugusiyjy jtakai ir
kritinio mastymo stoka gali daryti jtakg iSkreiptam ar net melagingam pasakojimui
(Hershkowitz, 2001) (pvz., McMartin preschool trial). Ta¢iau tyrimais nustatyta, kad
net ketveriy mety vaikai gali buti patikimi liudytojai ir suteikti svarbios ir tikslios in-
formacijos apie jtariamg prievarta (Cederborg et al., 2013), jei apklausos atlikéjai tai-
ko geriausios praktikos rekomendacijas (Thoresen et al., 2009; Lamb, 2016). Gerosios
praktikos rekomendacijose patariama apklausos atlikéjams naudoti atvirus klausimus,
kurie, tikétina, padés iSgauti daug detaliy, spontaniska ir patikimg informacija apie
praeities jvykius (Ahern et al., 2018), o uzdari klausimai paprastai turi prie$ingg povei-
kj (Saywitz and Camparo, 2009). Nors $i rekomendacija apklausos atlikéjams atrodo
pakankamai paprasta, daugybé tyréjy ne karta jrodé, kad praktikoje jos nepakanka-
mai laikomasi, o apklausos atlikéjai yra linke uzduoti didele dalj uzdary, nukreipian-
¢iy ir jtaigaus pobudzio klausimy (pvz., Baugerud et al., 2023, Santtila et al., 2004).
Siandien aisku, kad tokie klausimai gali pakenkti vaiky parodymy kokybei o tai turés
nepageidaujamy pasekmiy, pavyzdziui: vaikai bus priversti dalyvauti ilgame ir vargi-
nanc¢iame procese, nes didelé tikimybé, kad ekspertai tokias apklausas jvertins kaip
nejtikinancias ir neleistinas; bus melagingai apkaltintas nekaltas asmuo arba i$teisintas
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smurtautojas, taip, galimai, neuzkertant galimybés pakartoti nusikaltimus prie§ kitus
vaikus (La Rooy et al., 2015). Galima kelti hipoteze, kad apklausos atlikéjus veikia jy
paciy emocijos ir $aliskumas, priimant sprendimus, stebint, formuluojant klausimus ir
taikant apklausos strategijas, patiems to nesuvokiant (Huang, 2021). Si hipotezé patei-
kiama ir vertinama $iame darbe.

1.2.3 Vaiky apklausa teisinéje aplinkoje

NICHD protokolas pripazjstamas veiksminga priemone, kuri padeda apklausos
atlikéjams laikytis geriausios praktikos rekomendacijy (Lamb et al., 2007; Brown et al.,
2019) ir palengvina patikimumo vertinima, atliekant vaiky apklausas teismo eksperti-
zés metu (Hershkowitz et al., 2007). NICHD protokolas naudojamas visuose tiriamo-
sios apklausos etapuose ir juo siekiama jrodymais pagristas rekomendacijas paversti
praktinémis gairémis. Jo tikslas — pagerinti i$samiy, visapusisky ir tiksliy mazameciy
nukentéjusiyjy ir liudytojy parodymy apie prievarta gavimg. Naratyviniai pasakoji-
mai yra skatinami uzmezgant rysj, pritaikant apklausos buda pagal vaiky raidos lygj
ir gebéjimus (vengiant kalbos sudétingumo ir pertraukinéjimo), ruosiant vaikus tapti
informacijos teikéjais, pateikiant pagrindines taisykles ir treniruojant juos atkurti kon-
kretaus jvykio epizodinius prisiminimus, o apklausos atlikéjui maksimaliai naudojant
atvirus klausimus, kurie skatina realiy prisiminimy atgaminimg (Lamb et al., 2007;
Hershkowitz et al., 2007). Tikétina, kad apklausos atlikéjai, naudojantys atvirus klau-
simus, dél trukmeés ir detaliy kiekio, i$gauna tikslesne informacija, palyginus su uzda-
rais ir specifiniais klausimais (La Rooy et al., 2015). Nustatyta, kad NICHD protokolo
pagalba yra pagerinama informacijos, gautos i$ jtariamos aukos, kokybé (Lamb et al.,
2007; Lamb et al., 2003).

2019 m. Lietuvos nacionalinés teismy administracijos surengtoje konferencijoje
»Teismo psichologas — skambus $ukis ar reali pagalba?“ buvo pristatyta, kad Lietuvos
teismuose dirbantys psichologai vaiky apklausas vykdo pagal Lyon (2005) parengtas
»Desimties zingsniy tyrimo apklausos® gaires, kurios yra NICHD tyrimo apklausos
protokolo adaptacija. Desimties zingsniy tiriamajg apklausg galima suskirstyti j dvi
dalis: pasirengimg apklausai per instrukcijas vaikui ir pacig apklausg. Pirma dalj su-
daro keturios instrukcijos (nezinau, nesuprantu, klysti, nezinantis apklausos atlikéjas),
po kuriy prasoma pazadéti sakyti tiesa, o tada pradedama tikroji apklausa. Instrukci-
joje ,NEZINAU* teigiama: ,,Jei uzduosiu tau klausima ir tu nezinosi atsakymo, tiesiog
pasakyk ,,Nezinau® Instrukcijoje ,NESUPRANTU" teigiama: ,,Jei uzduosiu tau klau-
simg, o tu nesuprasi, kg turiu galvoje arba kg noriu pasakyti, gali pasakyti ,Nezinau,
ka turi galvoje® ir a§ paklausiu kitaip.“ Instrukcijoje ,I'U KLYSTI nurodoma pasakyti
vaikui: ,Kartais a$ klystu arba sakau ne taip, kaip reikia. Kai taip padarysiu, tu gali man
pasakyti, kad a$ klystu” NEZINANCIO APKLAUSOS ATLIKEJO instrukcijoje paais-
kinama vaikui: ,, A§ neZinau, kas tau nutiko. A§ negalésiu tau pasakyti atsakymy i savo
klausimus”. Tokios apklausos instrukcijos pagerina apklausa, taciau jy poveikj lengvai
gali panaikinti jtaigus interviu (Lyon, 2017). Fessingerio ir kolegy (2021) atliktas vai-
ky teismo eksperty imtyje tyrimas atskleidé, kad pagrindiniy taisykliy pateikimas ir
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naudojimas reik§émingai skyrési priklausomai nuo vaiky amziaus. Apklausos atlikéjai
dazniau naudojo, bet reciau pristaté pagrindines taisykles jaunesniems vaikams (4-9
mety), palyginus su vyresniais vaikais (10-12 mety). Galima daryti prielaida, kad ap-
klausos atlikéjai turi tam tikry jsitikinimy dél pagrindiniy taisykliy veiksmingumo su
jaunesniais vaikais (Fessinger et al., 2021). Antra dalj sudaro pasakojimo praktika, pa-
vyzdziui, praSymas papasakoti apie mégstamus dalykus (po to pateikiamas skatinimas
»Papasakok man daugiau®). Tada, po pokalbio, pateikiami klausimai, kuriais siekiama
gauti vaiko atsakyma, kuris padéty identifikuoti tema, susijusig su tikruoju kaltinimu.
Astuntas ir devintas etapai yra susije su jtarimais ir turi padéti issiai$kinti daugiau
detaliy apie kaltinima, o apklausos vykdytojui siloma vengti uzdary ir daugybiniy
klausimy. Paskutinis zingsnis taip pat skirtas surinkti daugiau papildomos informa-
cijos, susijusios su kitais incidentais, jei tokiy buvo. Antroji De$imties Zingsniy proto-
kolo dalis parengta taip, kad apklausos atlikéjas baty skatinamas uzduoti kuo daugiau
atviry klausimy. Taigi, uzuot gaves patvirtinancius arba nepatvirtinancius atsakymus,
apklausos atlikéjas i$ tikryjy padéty vaikui i$siaiSkinti daugiau detaliy ir i§samiau pa-
pasakoti apie situacija.

Tadiau, nepaisant esminiy jrodymuy, kad atviri klausimai yra veiksmingiausi, sie-
kiant gauti ilgesnius ir tikslesnius atsakymus, praturtintus daugiau detaliy, ir nepri-
klausomai nuo to, kokie apklausos protokolai yra naudojami, apklausos atlikéjai vis
dar daro klaidy apklausy metu, t. y. retai naudoja atvirus klausimus (Korkman et al.,
2006; La Rooy et al., 2015; La Rooy et al., 2011; Lamb, 2016), todél gaunama daliné ar
net klaidinanti informacija (Santtila et al., 2004; Leach et al., 2022). Tokias klaidas rei-
kia taisyti nuolat teikiant griztamajj rys$j (Lamb, 2016). Alternatyvus apklausos atlikéjy
mokymo budas - naudoti kompiuteriu sukurtus vaiky avatarus arba imituoti avatary
apklausa (Pompedda et al., 2015; Pompedda et al., 2017). Jrodyta, kad imituojamas
avataro interviu yra veiksmingas gerinant tiek studenty, tiek specialisty atviry klau-
simy naudojima (Pompedda et al., 2015; Haginoya et al., 2020), o mokymo poveikis
perkeliamas ir j imitacinius interviu su vaikais (Pompedda et al., 2020). Taigi imita-
ciniai interviu su avataru gali baiti naudojami kaip priemoné esminiams psichologi-
niams procesams tirti, pavyzdziui, interviu vedimo jgtdziams ugdyti pagal geriausios
praktikos gaires (gebéjimas vesti interviu daZniausiai naudojant atvirus klausimus) ir
$iam procesui jtakos turintiems veiksniams, tokiems kaip emocijos, psichofiziologinés
reakcijos ir patvirtinimo $aliskumas.

1.3 Ziniy spraga tiriant emocijas seksualinés prievartos pries vaikus
apklausose

Yra pladiai paplites neteisingas jsitikinimas, kad ekspertai yra nesaliski ir atsparas
$aliskumui (Kukucka et al., 2017), nors pastarieji yra neatsiejami Zmogaus informaci-
jos apdorojimo aspektai (Oberlader and Verschuere, 2023). Kunkler ir Roy (2023) pa-
zymi, kad kognityvinis $aliSkumas nesgmoningai veikia individo mastymo procesus,
todél tai sunku atpazinti ir kontroliuoti. Kognityvinis $aliSkumas gali kilti i$ jvairiy $al-
tiniy, kuriuos Dror (2020) suskirsté j tris grupes: 1) konkretus atvejis (kaip konkretts
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duomenys yra suvokiami, analizuojami ir interpretuojami); 2) aplinka, kultra ir pa-
tirtis (t. y. darbo patirtis, asmenybé, darbo aplinka, darbo motyvacija); 3) ir Zmogaus
prigimtis (asmeniniai veiksniai, Zmogiskieji ir kognityviniai veiksniai, smegeny vei-
klos ypatumai). Geresnis $iy Saliskumo $altiniy supratimas gali padéti lengviau juos
atpazinti ir, galiausiai, tai padidinty tikimybe nustatyti tinkamas atsakomasias prie-
mones.

Literaturoje galima rasti jvairiy SaliSkumy tipy aprasymy, tokiy kaip: lojalumo
$aliSkumas arba prie$inimosi $aliskumas (polinkis daryti i§vadas, palankias uzsakan-
¢iai $aliai (Vredeveldt et al., 2022)), $aliSkumo aklumas (polinkis pripazinti ir matyti
kity $aliskuma, galvojant, kad pats néra paveikiamas (Dror, 2020), grupés $aliskumas
(igimta pirmenybé ir ,,panasiy kity“ verté (Scherr and Dror, 2021), kontekstinis $ali$-
kumas (polinkis buti paveiktam neesminés, papildomos informacijos, kuri prisideda
prie pirminés prielaidos susidarymo ir gali turéti jtakos vertinimui tam tikra kryptimi
(Kassin et al., 2013)) ir pan. Tadiau, atrodo, kad patvirtinimo $ali$kumas i$siskiria i$
kity $aliSkumy dél jo placiai paplitusios jtakos individams, grupéms ir tautoms (Nic-
kerson, 1998), taip pat dél jo vaidmens kriminaliniuose tyrimuose, kur yra asimetrija
ta prasme, kad jtarimas dél nusikaltimo nataraliai skatina ieskoti jrodymy, patvirti-
nan¢iy hipoteze, kad nusikaltimas buvo jvykdytas.

Patvirtinimo $ali$kumas - tai kognityvinis Saliskumas arba sisteminis mastymo
modelis, dél kurio Zmogus interpretuoja, iesko ir prisimena informacija, kuri patvir-
tina jo jau turimus jsitikinimus ar iSankstines nuostatas. Kitaip tariant, asmenys yra
labiau linke atkreipti démesj, jsiminti ir labiau vertinti informacija, kuri patvirtina jy
turimus jsitikinimus, o informacija, kuri jiems priestarauja, sumenkina arba ignoruoja
(Nickerson, 1998). Vaiky apklausos kontekste patvirtinimo $aliskumas gali pasireiksti
daznai naudojant nerekomenduojamus klausimus, kuriuos gali lemti apklausos atli-
kéjo noras patvirtinti tam tikrg jsitikinimg (pvz., kad jvyko prievarta), todél saliski ir
hipotezes patvirtinantys klausimai (tokie kaip uzdari, su galimybe pasirinkti, jtaigaus
pobudzio ir pan.) gali buti parengti taip, kad viso interviu metu buty i$gauti patvirti-
nantys jrodymai (O‘Donohue and Cirlugea, 2021). Taip pat Zinoma, kad nerekomen-
duojamas klausimas gali sukelti apklausiamojo atsakymo $aliskuma, pavyzdziui, pir-
menybe teikti atsakymams ,,taip“ arba ,,ne“ { klausimus ,,taip“/ ,ne“ (pvz., Lyon, 2014).

Daugelis gali manyti, kad apmokyti apklausos atlikéjai turéty bati labai profesiona-
las, etiski ir nesaligki atlikdami vaiky apklausas, susijusias su tyrimu. Paprastai apklau-
sos atlikéjai praeina mokymus (pavyzdziui, naudojasi struktiruotos apklausos proto-
kolais, tokiais kaip NICHD (Lamb et al., 2007)) ir tikimasi, kad jie laikysis geriausios
praktikos rekomendacijy, kad prisitaikyty prie vaiko, i§gaudami kuo patikimesne ir
i$samesne informacija, kuri palengvinty tyrima (Ahern et al., 2008). Vis délto, papli-
tes nerekomenduojamy klausimy naudojimas tebéra rimta problema (Aldridge and
Cameron, 1999; Baugerud et al., 2023), kuri potencialiai gali pakenkti visam tyrimui.
Dél nerekomenduojamy klausimy gaunama daug netikslios informacijos (Powell et
al., 2007), todél sprendimus priimantys asmenys (pavyzdziui, CPS darbuotojai, proku-
rorai ir teiséjai) gali priimti neteisingg sprendima.

Kai kurie tyrimai rodo, kad apklausos atlikéjo veikla interviu metu yra susijusi su
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jo emocijomis arba emocine bukle. Jrodyta, kad emocijos daro jtaka apklausos atli-
kéjo veiklai keliais buidais: neigiamy emociniy pasisakymy naudojimas (Oxburgh et
al,, 2006), konfrontacinés apklausos taktikos naudojimas (Magnusson et al., 2021) ir
$aliskas informacijos apdorojimas (Ask and Granhag, 2007). Kitaip tariant, emocijos
yra susijusios su apklausos atlikéjo $aliSkumu, kuris, savo ruoztu, yra susijgs su jo vei-
klos rezultatais. Apklausos atlikéjo emocijy vaidmeniui tiriamojoje vaiky apklausose,
tiksliau, kaip emocijos susijusios su geriausios praktikos rekomendacijy laikymusi ir
sprendimy dél apklausos rezultato priémimu, mokslininkai skiria nepakankamai dé-
mesio.

Be to, galima pagrjstai tikétis, kad tam tikros situacijos, pavyzdziui, SPV, kuri gali
bati vertinama kaip labai amoralus veiksmas, gali sukelti emocinj pyk¢io atsakg. Pyk-
tis — tai emocija, atspindinti Zzmogaus jsitikinimg dél jvykio, taip pat suvokima, kad
kazkas (arba konkretus asmuo) yra atsakingas uz neigiamg rezultata, kuris priklausé
nuo jo (Lerner and Keltner, 2000). Taigi, pyktis gali daryti didele jtakg Zmogaus norui
bausti (Hutcherson and Gross, 2011). Pyk¢io emocija gali tapti motyvuojanciu Salti-
niu siekti grieztesniy bausmiy (Hartnagel and Templeton, 2012). Nemoralas veiksmai,
tokie kaip SPV, taip pat gali sukelti amoralaus pasibjauréjimo jausma ir padidinti norg
siekti grieztesniy nuosprendziy (Schnall et al., 2008). Kita vertus, apklausos atliké-
ju asmeniné neigiama patirtis gali sukelti ir litdesio jausmg, reaguojant j isklausytus
traumuojancius vaiky iSgyvenimus (Nen et al., 2011). Taciau lidesj, priesingai nei
pykti, lemia didesnis netikrumo jausmas ir nebutinai dél to, kas jvyko, reikia kaltinti
ka nors kita (Ask and Granhag, 2007). Kita svarbi esminé emocija yra nuostaba. SPV
kontekste ji gali kilti, kai apklausos atlikéjas gali susidurti su informacija, kuri leisty
manyti, kad vaikas nebuvo seksualiai i$naudojamas, ir taip galéty prisidéti prie kito-
kio elgesio vykstancio jvykio metu (Kovaleva, 2021). Issprendus situacijg, gali atsirasti
staigus palengvéjimas arba nuostaba. Vien tik palengvéjimas, arba kartu su nuostaba,
gali susvelninti neigiamg emocine buaseng (Dolinski and Odachowska, 2018). Be to,
emocijos yra ne tik subjektyviai i$gyvenamos, bet gali buti i$reiskiamos veido i$rais-
ka ir analizuojamos, naudojant veido veiksmy kodavimo sistemg (FACS, angl. Facial
Action Coding System) (Ekman et al., 2022), todél tyréjai gali objektyviai i$tirti emo-
cines reakcijas, naudodami veido atpazinimo programine jranga, pavyzdziui, “iMo-
tions” (2020).

Be to, zinoma, kad emocijos yra susijusios su psichofiziologija (Myroniv et al.,
2017), stresu ir gali bati kognityviniy poreikiy, vir$ijan¢iy asmens turimus isteklius,
rodikliai (Jo and Kim, 2020). Jrodyta, kad tokie fiziologiniai rodikliai, kaip galvaninis
odos laidumas (GOL), Sirdies susitraukimy daznis (irdies ritmas) (SR) ir Sirdies ritmo
kintamumas (SRK), yra tinkami kognityviniam darbo kraviui matuoti (pvz., Solovey
et al,, 2014), taip pat rodo Zmogaus streso lygj (pvz., Michels et al., 2013). Pasak Lar-
museau ir kolegy (2020), kognityvinei apkrovai matuoti dazniausiai naudojami GOL,
SR ir SRK. Tiksliau, sumazéjusio GOL pasipriesinimo (Shi et al., 2007), padidéjusio
SR ir sumazéjusio SRK (Cranford et al., 2014) derinys yra didesnio kognityvinio kra-
vio ir padidéjusio uzduoties sudétingumo suvokimo rodiklis. Apklausos kontekste ie
psichofiziologiniai matavimai gali bati rodikliai, kad apklausos atlikéjas artéja prie
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savo kognityviniy gebéjimy ribos, o tai gali lemti sumazéjusias pastangas, bandant
patikrinti alternatyvias hipotezes apklausos metu, taip gali pakeisti apklausos atlikéjo
mastyseng ir nureipti apklausg taip, kad ji paremty jo i$ankstines prielaidas. Taciau,
musy Ziniomis, iki $iol nebuvo atlikta jokiy tyrimy apie psichofiziologiniy parametry
vaidmenyj apklausos atlikéjy veiklai, tiksliau, klausimy formulavimui interviu metu.

Apibendrinant buty galima teigti, kad SPV interviu metu apklausos atlikéjas gali
patirti jvairiy emocijy, ta¢iau neai$ku, ir, musy Ziniomis, anks¢iau nebuvo vertinta,
kaip emocijos (subjektyvios ir objektyvios), psichofiziologinés bisenos ir patvirtini-
mo $aliSkumas daro jtaka apklausos atlikéjo sprendimams formuluojant klausimus ir
priimant sprendimus dél interviu rezultaty.
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2. TIKSLAS IR UZDAVINIAI

2.1 Bendras tikslas

Sios disertacijos tikslas - istirti emociniy reakcijy, psichofiziologiniy biiseny ir pa-
tvirtinimo $aliSkumo mechanizmus, susijusius su apklausos atlikéjy darbu, simuliaci-
niy apklausy dél seksualinés prievartos prie$ vaikus metu.

2.2 Tikslai

1. Jvertinti, ar ir kaip apklausos atlikéjai emociskai reaguoja j vaiky avatarus, is-
rei$kiancius seksualinés prievartos ir neprievartos detales (I tyrimas).

2. I8nagrinéti, kaip prielaidos apie prievarta daro jtaka apklausos ir sprendimy
priémimo procesams imituotoje SPV apklausoje (II tyrimas).

3. Nustatyti, kaip emocijos veikia SPV interviu vertinima (III tyrimas).

4. I$nagrinéti emocijy, psichofiziologiniy buaseny ir patvirtinimo $aliSkumo sasa-
jas formuluojant klausimus po perzitrétos SPV apklausos (IV tyrimas).

5. Nustatyti emocijy, psichofiziologiniy baseny ir patvirtinimo $aliSkumo sgsajas,
formuluojant klausimus, vykstant SPV apklausai (V tyrimas).

Pastaba. Tyrimy eiliSkumas pateikiamas pagal disertacijos pradzioje nurodyta
mobksliniy publikacijy sarasa.
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3. METODAI

3.1 Imtys

3.1.1 Imtis Nr. 1: Emocinés reakcijos j avatarus (patyre smurta, palyginus su
nepatyrusiais smurto) (I-as tyrimas)

Imtj sudaré Siuo metu besimokantys psichologijos studentai ir neseniai baige stu-
dijas (N = 30, amziaus vidurkis M = 27,87, SD = 7,15). Tyrimo dalyviai buvo i§ dviejy
universitety: Mykolo Romerio universiteto ir Vilniaus universiteto. Tyrimo duomeny
rinkimas buvo stabdomas, kai buvo surinkta trisde$imt dalyviy. Skelbimas dalyvauti
tyrime buvo patalpintas keliuose forumuose, skirtuose abiejy universitety besimokan-
tiems psichologijos studentams ir alumnams. Astuoniems vyrams ir dvidesimt dviem
moterims atsitiktine tvarka buvo priskirti 8 i§ 16 avatary: keturi avatarai buvo berniu-
kai (du su SPV ir du be SPV scenarijaus) ir keturi — mergaités (du su SPV ir du be SPV
scenarijaus). Né vienas dalyvis i3 tyrimo nebuvo pagalintas. Sio tyrimo duomenys su-
rinkti Mykolo Romerio universiteto Taikomosios psichologijos tyrimy laboratorijoje.

3.1.2 Imtis Nr. 2: Patvirtinimo Saliskumas SPV apklausy metu (II-as tyrimas)

Imtis buvo sujungta i§ astuoniy paskelbty ir nepaskelbty eksperimenty, atlikty
2017-2022 m. Imtis buvo sudaryta i§ Europos ir Japonijos studenty, psichology ir po-
licijos pareigiiny (N = 377, amziaus vidurkis M = 29,4, SD = 6,71). I§ viso buvo surinkti
2084 interviu duomenys, siekiant i$nagrinéti, kaip patvirtinimo $aliSkumas pasireiskia
tyrimo interviu procese. Kiekvienas dalyvis, priklausomai nuo tyrimo plano, atliko
4-8 interviu. Tik puséje surinkty duomeny buvo pateiktas pasitikéjimo i$vada matas.

3.1.3 Imtis Nr. 3: Emocijy vaidmuo SPV apklausy vertinimui (III-ias
tyrimas)

Imtj sudaré psichologijos arba teisés bakalauro ir magistro studijy studentai (N
= 105, amziaus vidurkis M = 23,78, SD = 7,06), besimokantys Mykolo Romerio ir
Vilniaus universitetuose. DvideSimt keturi vyrai, a§tuoniasde$imt motery ir vienas
dalyvis, kuris nepriskyré saves nei moteriai, nei vyrui, atsitiktine tvarka buvo priskir-
ti vienai i§ keturiy (SPV nejtaigi, SPV jtaigi, ne SPV neijtaigi, ne SPV jtaigi) interviu
grupiy. 14 dalyviy i$ tyrimo duomeny analizés buvo pasalinti dél blogos vaizdo koky-
bés arba techniniy problemy eksperimento metu. Kvietimai dalyvauti eksperimente
buvo platinami socialinés Ziniasklaidos kanalais ir tiesiogiai kvieciant dalyvauti eks-
perimente universiteto patalpose paskaity metu. Interviu su virtualiais avatarais buvo
i$ anksto jradyti ir jtraukti j ,,iMotions“ internetinj duomeny rinkimo modulj kartu su
klausimynais pries ir po interviu ,SurveyMonkey® platformoje. Tie, kurie nenoréjo
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dalyvauti tyrime i$§ namuy, turéjo galimybe dalyvauti Mykolo Romerio universiteto Tai-
komosios psichologijos tyrimy laboratorijoje.

3.1.4 Imtis Nr. 4: Emocijos, psichofiziologija ir patvirtinimo $aliSkumas,
formuluojant klausimus SPV apklausose (IV-as ir V-as tyrimai)

Imtj sudaré psichologijos studentai (N = 60 (47 moterys), amziaus vidurkis M =
22,75, SD = 6,74)), besimokantys Mykolo Romerio universitete. Kvietimas dalyvauti
tyrime buvo i$siystas tiesiogiai visiems psichologijos bakalauro studentams elektro-
niniu pastu. Duomeny rinkimas buvo stabdomas, kai tyrime dalyvavo 60 dalyviy. Neé
vienas dalyviy neturéjo patirties, apklausiant vaikus ir nebuvo dalyvaves mokymuose,
skirtuose vaiky apklausoms. Uz dalyvavimg tyrime dalyviams buvo suteiktas 10 eury
vertés prekybos centro dovany éekis. Sio tyrimo duomenys buvo renkami Mykolo Ro-
merio universiteto Taikomosios psichologijos tyrimy laboratorijoje.

3.2 Instrumentai

Tyrime naudoty instrumenty saradas:

Teigiamo ir neigiamo afekto skalé (Positive and Negative Affect Scale, PANAS)
(Watson et al., 1988) - tai 20 teiginiy skalé, kurig sudaro 10 teigiamy ir 10 neigiamy
afekty apibudinimy. Atsakymai buvo vertinami penkiy baly Likerto tipo skaléje (1-5)
nuo ,labai nezymiai arba visai ne“ iki ,,labai stipriai“ Tyrimo dalyviai §j instrumen-
ta turéjo uzpildyti pries kiekvieng interviu ir i§ karto po jo. Ta¢iau PANAS teiginiy
jverciai analizéje nebuvo naudojami, o jy paskirtis buvo uzmaskuoti mus dominan-
¢ius penkis teiginius apie konkrecias emocines busenas (lindesy, pyktj, pasibjauréjima,
nuostabg ir palengvéjima), apie kurias buvo keltos hipotezés. Taciau verta paminéti,
kad vieno teiginio naudojimas gali bati ne pats tinkamiausias ir patikimiausias emo-
cijy vertinimo budas. Kita vertus, masy tikslas buvo jvertinti subjektyvias emocijas,
todél toks matavimo budas bent jau leido uzfiksuoti tyrimo dalyviy emociniy biseny
tendencijas.

Avataro tikroviskumo (realumo) suvokimas buvo matuojamas naudojant viena
teiginj. Dalyviy buvo praSoma atsakyti, kiek tikroviskas, jy manymu, yra avataras. At-
sakymai buvo vertinami penkiy baly Likerto skaléje nuo 1 ,visiSkai nerealistiskas“ iki
5 ,labai realistiskas®

Dalyviy pradinis emocionalumas buvo matuojamas naudojant Pazinimo ir Emo-
cijy apie seksualine prievartg prie§ vaikus klausimyna (angl. Cognitions and Emotions
about Child sexual Abuse, CE-CSA, Gewehr et al., 2021), kurj sudaro trys subskalés:
(1) naivus pasitikéjimas (NC), (2) emocinis reaktyvumas (ER) ir (3) nepasitikéjimas
teisingumo sistema (JSD). Atsakymai buvo vertinami $e$iy baly Likerto skaléje nuo
1 ,visiskai nesutinku® iki 6 ,visiskai sutinku®. Analizéje buvo naudota tik emocinio
reaktyvumo (ER) skalé. Sis klausimynas buvo pildomas tik vieng kartg pries pateikiant
avatarus. CE-CSA i§ pradziy buvo sukurtas vokieciy kalba, o i angly kalba ji i$verté
klausimyno autoriai. Po to, CE-CSA i§ angly kalbos j lietuviy kalbg i$verté disertacijos
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autorius, o po to klausimyng i$ lietuviy kalbos j vokieciy kalbg ir atgal j lietuviy kalba
isverté kita, vokiskai kalbanti, kolega. Palyginus originalig vokiska versijg ir atgal is-
verstg vokiska versija, teiginiai buvo labai panasus.

Pristatant ir apklausiant kiekviena avatarg, HD kamera buvo jrasomos dalyviy vei-
do i$raiskos. Vaizdo jrasai buvo importuoti j ,iMotions Biometric Research Platform
8.1 programine jrangg ir analizuojami, naudojant ,, Affectiva® veido israiskos atpazi-
nimo instrumenty. “Affectiva’ emocijy atpazinimo programiné jranga gali atpazinti
veido i$raigkas tikimybiniu btidu. Programinéje jrangoje yra integruotas pykcio, lici-
desio, pasibjauréjimo ir nuostabos atpazinimas, ta¢iau palengvéjimo atveju turéjome
i$skirti labiausiai paplitusj veido judesio vieneta — AU12 lapy kampucio atitraukimg
(Krumhuber and Scherer, 2011) ir laikyti ji palengvéjimo reakcija.

Paskutiniame eksperimente buvo naudotajamas nes$iojamasis Shimmer3 GSR+
jrenginys. GOL jutiklis matuoja ir fiksuoja galvanine odos reakcijg realiuoju laiku. Jis
stebi odos laidumg, naudodamas du daugkartinio naudojimo elektrodus, pritvirtintus
prie dviejy vienos rankos pirsty. Kai dirgikliai suaktyvina prakaito liaukas, dél didé-
jancios drégmés, padidéja odos laidumas, todél srové teka lengviau. Kitas daugkar-
tinio naudojimo elektrodas tvirtinamas prie ausies lezgelés ir naudojamas optiniam
impulsui / PPG (fotopletizmogramai), kuris paver¢iamas $irdies ritmu (SR), fiksuoti.

Visi avatarai ir interviu su jais buvo atliekami naudojant simuliuoty avataro in-
terviu platforma, kurig sudaro 16 vaiky i$vaizdos avatary. Avatarai, pagal i§ anksto
numatytus scenarijus, yra skirtingo amziaus ir lyties: ketveriy mety vyriskos lyties, ke-
tveriy mety moteriskos lyties, ketveriy-$eseriy mety vyriskos lyties ir ketveriy-$eseriy
mety moterigkos lyties avatarai. Kiekvienas avataras turi savo tariamo SPV scenarijy,
kuris buvo i$verstas ir pritaikytas Lietuvos kontekstui. Pusés avatary scenarijuje buvo
seksualiné prievarta, kitos pusés - ne. Platformoje integruoti demografiniai klausimai
ir sutikimo forma (amzius, lytis, darbo sritis, i$silavinimas, patirtis aukléjant vaikus,
dalyvavimas vaiky apklausos mokymuose, patirtis apklausiant vaikus, patirtis apklau-
siant SPV). Kuriant lietuviskg avatary versijg, avatary atsakymus jgarsino profesiona-
las aktoriai, o profesionalts vaizdo jrasy montuotojai sujunge balso takelius su avatary
vaizdo jra$ais, kad avatary lapy judesiai buty sinchronizuoti.

3.3 Procedura

I tyrimas: tyrimui buvo i§ anksto uZsiregistruota ir jis buvo suplanuotas, todél
buvo siekiama surinkti 30 dalyviy. Kiekvienas atvykes dalyvis turéjo uzpildyti CE-
CSA klausimyng, tada PANAS su papildomais teiginiais prie$ ir po kiekvienos avataro
perziaros, kuri/-is i$sako pagrindines tariamos prievartos patirties detales. Viso eks-
adtuonis avatarus. Siame tyrime dalyviy nebuvo prajoma bendrauti su avatarais, o tik
stebéti, kaip jie i¥sako pagrindines tariamos prievartos scenarijaus detales. Sio ekspe-
rimento planas pateiktas 1 paveiksle.

II tyrimas: visuose tyrimuose, jtrauktuose j megaanalizés ataskaity, rekomen-
duojami ir nerekomenduojami klausimai; svarbios, neutralios ir klaidingos detalés;
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preliminari prielaida ir jos patikimumo lygiai; i$vada po pokalbio, patikimumo lygiai
dél i$vados ir i§vados teisingumas buvo koduojami kaip testiniai, ordinariniai arba di-
chotominiai kintamieji tolesnei analizei. II-ame tyrime naudoti duomenys buvo anks-
¢iau skelbti arba pateikti recenzavimui kity autoriy.

III tyrimas: interviu su virtualiais avatarais buvo i§ anksto jrasyti ir jtraukti i ,,iMo-
tions” internetinj duomeny rinkimo modulj kartu su klausimynais prie$ ir po interviu.
Tai leido i$siysti eksperimento nuorodg kiekvienam tyrimu susidoméjusiam dalyviui.
Tie, kurie nenoréjo dalyvauti eksperimente i§ namy, turéjo galimybe dalyvauti ekspe-
rimente Mykolo Romerio universiteto Taikomosios psichologijos tyrimy laboratorijo-
je. Dalyviai atsitiktine tvarka buvo priskirti vienai i$ keturiy (i§ anksto jrasyty interviu)
grupiy, kuriose jie turéjo stebéti interviu su vaiko avataru ir atsakyti j klausimus, su-
sijusius su jy emocijomis, apklausos atlikéjo klausimy tipo tinkamumu, bendru jtai-
gumu ir vaiko avataro pateikty detaliy prisiminimu. Viso eksperimento metu dalyviai
buvo filmuojami. Sio eksperimento planas pateiktas 2 paveiksle.

IV ir V tyrimas: Siame eksperimente dalyviai buvo suskirstyti j tris grupes (SPV,
be SPV ir neutrali grupé), jiems buvo pateikti jvairas stimulai ir uzduotys. Kiekvienoje
grupéje dalyviai stebéjo avatarg, i$reiskiantj arba prievarta, arba neprievartg, arba neu-
tralig informacija (I tyrimo pakartojimas). Po to, visi dalyviai Zitiréjo i§ anksto jragyto
interviu dalj (III tyrimo pakartojimas) ir paskui jy buvo prasoma suformuluoti avata-
rui klausimus, kuriuos jie noréty uzduoti. Tada kiekvienas dalyvis atliko du interviu
su skirtingais avatarais, kuriy vienas buvo su SPV scenarijumi, o kitas — be SPV. Prie§
kiekvieng i§ stimuly ir po jy, dalyviy buvo pragoma uzpildyti klausimynus su jvairiais
papildomais klausimais, kaip parodyta 3-iame paveikslélyje. Visi duomenys buvo ren-
kami laboratorijoje, o visi klausimynai ir matavimai buvo integruoti i ,iMotions“ plat-
forma. Pasibaigus eksperimentui, dalyviai buvo supazindinti su apklausos rezultatais
ir tyrimo tikslu. Taip pat, po eksperimento, kiekvienas dalyvis gavo 10 eury dovany
kupong. Sio eksperimento planas pateiktas 3 paveiksle.

3.4 Statistiniai metodai

Disertacijos tyrimuose buvo taikomos skirtingos statistinés procediros. Apra-
$omoji statistika ir jprastinés analizéz (pvz., apibendrintos vertinimo lygtys (GEE),
ANOVA, t-testas, Pearsono r koreliacija)) buvo atliekama, naudojant SPSS programinj
paketa (angl. Statistical Package for Social Sciences). II-o tyrimo tikslui pasiekti buvo
atlikta linijiné misriy efekty analizé, naudojant R (4.1.0 versija). I$samesni kiekvienos
analizés apraSymai pateikiami kiekviename publikuotame straipsnyje tyrimo metody
skyriuje.

3.5 Pastabos apie indélj
Visos disertacijoje naudotos imtys, i$skyrus II-o tyrimo, buvo paimtos i§ didesnio
tyrimo ,UNCOVABUSE: Atskleisti seksualine prievarta prie§ vaikus” (projekto vado-
vé - prof. dr. Rita Zukauskiené), vykdyto Mykolo Romerio universiteto tyréjy grupés,
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bendradarbiaujant su Niujorko universiteto Sanchajuje profesoriumi dr. Pekka Olavi
Santtila. Viso projekto metu priklausiau tyréjy komandai ir buvau atsakingas uz eks-
perimentinés projekto dalies parengimg ir vykdyma, taip pat uz lietuviskai kalbanciy
avatary ir karimg ir integravimg. Vykstant projektui, abiejy profesoriy konsultuoja-
mas, padedant tyréjy komandai, buvau atsakingas uz I-o, III-io, IV-o ir V-o straipsniy
rankra$ciy raSymo procesg ir buvau pakviestas prisidéti prie II-o straipsnio rankrascio
rengimo.

3.6 Tyrimo etika

Visy tyrimy dalyviai prie§ pradedant dalyvavima tyrime davé informuota sutiki-
ma. Tyrimui buvo suteiktas Mykolo Romerio universiteto Psichologiniy tyrimy eti-
kos komiteto pritarimas (projekto pavadinimas ,,UNCOVABUSE: Uncovering Child
Sexual Abuse: Assessment of the Life Prevalence and Development of Simulated Inter-
view Software (EIT)“) ir dokumentuotas sprendime Nr.7/-2021.
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4. REZULTATAI

4.1 I tyrimas: Emocinés reakcijos j avatarus

Tyrimo rezultatai atskleidé, kad, remiantis tiek dalyviy saviZzina paremtais, tiek
objektyviais duomenimis, vaiky avatarai sukelia emocines reakcijas. Sios emocinés re-
akcijos, priklausomai nuo seksualinés prievartos (palyginus su prievartos nebuvimu)
scenarijy, nuspéjamai skiriasi. Skirtumai buvo labiau i$reiksti, priklausomai nuo su-
vokiamo avatary tikroviskumo. Taip pat, skirtumai buvo tuo didesni, kuo emocingiau
dalyviai vertino SPV apskritai. Sis tyrimas parodé, kad vaiky avatary apklausos yra
emociskai jtraukiancios, todél atsiveria galimybés tirti, kaip emocijos veikia mokymasi
ir apklausos rezultatus apklausos simuliacijoje.

4.2 II tyrimas: Patvirtinimo $aliSkumas SPV apklausose

Sio tyrimo rezultatai atskleidé, kad i3ankstiné dalyviy prielaida apie patirta seksu-
aline prievartg leido daryti i§vadg apie prievartg po apklausos, o kartu ir didino pasiti-
kéjima savo sprendimo teisingumu Be to, rezultatai rodo, kad i$ankstiné prielaida apie
patirtg prievarta sustiprina patvirtinimo $ali$kuma, todél dazniau naudojami nereko-
menduojami klausimy tipai ir sumazéja tikimybé padaryti teisingg ivada, turint tiek
pat turimy svarbiy detaliy.

4.3 I1I tyrimas: Emocijy vaidmuo SPV apklausy vertinimui

Sio tyrimo rezultatai parodé, kad per interviu perzitira padidéja litdesys ir pa-
sibjauréjimas, kaip reakcija j SPV detales ir palengvéja, kai SPV detaliy néra. Be to,
objektyviai labiau jtaigas interviu (palyginti su interviu, atliktais pagal geriausios prak-
tikos rekomendacijas) buvo vertinami kaip maziau jtaigts ir tinkamesni, o tai buvo
netikéta. Be to, SPV scenarijaus interviu (palyginus su interviu be SPV) buvo suvokia-
mi kaip maziau jtaigais. Daugiau pykcio ir lindesio isreiSke dalyviai padaré maziau, o
labiau atsipalaidave dalyviai padaré daugiau klaidy, prisimindami detales, kurias kon-
krediai i$saké (nepatvirtino) avataras interviu metu.

4.4 1V ir V tyrimas: Emocijos, psichofiziologija ir patvirtinimo SaliSkumas,
formuluojant klausimus SPV apklausose

IV-o tyrimo rezultatai atskleidé, kad didesnis bendras emocingumas SPV atzvil-
giu ir didesnis suvoktas avatary tikroviSkumas yra susijes su stipresnémis emocinémis
reakcijomis. Be to, veide iSreikstas pyktis buvo susijes su uzdaresniais (palyginus su
atvirais) klausimais, taip pat prie§ uzdarus (palyginus su atvirais) klausimus buvo di-
desnis GAL pasipriesinimas ir mazesnis SR. V-as tyrimas, kaip ir tikétasi, atskleidé,
kad didesnj pasibjauréjima patiriantys dalyviai (palyginus su maZesnj pasibjauré¢jima
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patirianciais) suformulavo daugiau SPV patvirtinan¢iy klausimy. Priesingai nei buvo
tikétasi, labiau nustebe dalyviai (palyginus su maziau nustebusiais) taip pat suformula-
vo daugiau j SPV patvirtinima nukreipty klausimy. Be IV-ame tyrime minéty rezulta-
ty, nustatyta, kad Zemesnis SRK lygis buvo susijes su daugiau prievarta patvirtinanciy
klausimy. Taigi IV-o ir V-o tyrimo rezultatai rodo, kad emocinés ir psichofiziologinés
bisenos, patiriamos stebint ir vykstant apklausai, yra susijusios su patvirtinimo $alis-
kumu, formuluojant klausimus.
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5. DISKUSIJA

Bendras $io darbo tikslas buvo i$nagrinéti anksc¢iau beveik nenagrinétg temg apie
apklausos atlikéjo emocijas ir jy ry$j su patvirtinimo $aliSkumu seksualinés prievartos
pries vaikus tyrimo apklausose. Siam tikslui pasiekti i§ anksto buvo suplanuoti ekspe-
rimentiniai tyrimai, kuriy dizainas kito priklausomai nuo ankstesniy eksperimento
rezultaty. Buvo pasirinktas naujas ir modernus metodas, t. y. objektyviai isreiksty vei-
do emocijy matavimas, naudojant veido atpazinimo instrumenta; psichofiziologiniy
reakcijy matavimas, naudojant belaidZius nesiojamuosius jutiklius; manipuliavimas
stimulais - virtualiais vaiky avatarais ir jy tariamos seksualinés prievartos scenarijais.
Siy tyrimy rezultatai atskleidé preliminary emocijy, psichofiziologiniy rodikliy ir pa-
tvirtinimo Sali$kumo vaidmens, vertinant ir vykdant apklausas dél seksualinés prie-
vartos pries§ vaikus, mechanizmg, todél leidZia geriau suprasti, kaip galima pagerinti
SPV apklausy mokymus.

5.1 Emocinés reakcijos i seksualinés prievartos prie$ vaikus (palyginus su
prievartos nebuvimu) pasisakymus

I-o tyrimo tikslas buvo suprasti, ar virtualas vaiky avatarai sukelia emocines reak-
cijas ir ar galima toliau tirti apklausos atlikéjy emociniy reakcijy vaidmenj mokymams
ir rezultatams apklausos metu. Pirma rezultaty dalis atskleidé, kad dalyviai emociskai
reaguoja j iSsakytus tariamos seksualinés prievartos pasisakymus. Remiantis savizi-
nos biidu pateiktu vertinimu (subjektyvus matas), atskleista, kad dalyviai j patvirtintas
SPV detales reagavo su didesniu pyk¢iu, lindesiu ir pasibjauréjimu, o j nepatvirtintas
SPV scenarijaus detales — su didesniu palengvéjimu. Remiantis objektyviais matavi-
mais (naudojant veido atpazinimo instrumenta “iMotions”), nustatyta, kad dalyviai
iSrei$ké daugiau pykcio dél patvirtinty SPV ir nepatvirtinty SPV scenarijaus detaliy.
Liadesys, nuostaba, pasibjauréjimas ir palengvéjimas reik§mingai nesiskyré. Antra
rezultaty dalis atskleidé, kad emociniy reakcijy intensyvumui jtakos turi individua-
las skirtumai, susij¢ su bendru emocingumu ir suvokiamu avatary tikrovisSkumu. Re-
miantis saviZina paremtais duomenimis, dalyviai, kurie apskritai yra labiau emociona-
las SPV atzvilgiu, iSreiské daugiau pykcio j patvirtintas SPV ir daugiau palengvéjimo
j nepatvirtintas SPV scenarijaus detales. Remiantis “iMotions” veido i$raiSkos analize,
labiau emocionalas dalyviai j patvirtintas SPV detales reagavo su didesniu pyk¢iu, o
maziau emocionaliy dalyviy emocinés reakcijos j patvirtintas ar nepatvirtintas SPV
detales nesiskyré. Siame tyrime bendras nurodomas avatary tikroviskumas buvo san-
tykinai aukstas (aukstesnis nei vidutinis). Pagal savizing pateiktus duomenis, dalyviai,
kurie labiau suvokeé avatary tikroviskuma, nurodé stipresnes palengvéjimo reakcijas
i nepatvirtintas SPV detales, o dalyviai, kurie maZiau suvoké avatary tikroviskuma,
emocinémis reakcijomis nesiskyré. Remiantis ,,iMotions® veido i$raiSkos analize, da-
lyviai, kuriy avataro tikroviskumo suvokimas buvo aukstesnis, pranesé apie stipresnes
pyk¢io reakcijas i patvirtintas SPV detales, o ty, kuriy tikroviskumo jausmas buvo Ze-
mesnis, emociné israiska nesiskyré. Rezultatai buvo aiskas, kalbant apie paciy dalyviy
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vertinamas emocijas, taciau ne tokie aigkas, kalbant apie objektyvius rodiklius. Taip
gali bati todél, kad Zmogus vienu metu subjektyviai gali patirti kelias emocijas (Car-
rera and Oceja, 2007), tac¢iau, tikriausiai, vienu metu gali veide isreiksti tik stipriausia
emocijg. Si mintis atitinka Izard (1997), kuris teigé, kad emocijy i§raidkos komponen-
tai ne visada yra vizualiai pastebimi. Apskritai, I-o tyrimo rezultatai suteiké pagrindo
ir leido kelti hipotezes tolesniam tyrimui apie apklausos atlikéjy patiriamy ir isreiskia-
my emocijy vaidmenj jy interviu atlikimui.

5.2 Patvirtinimo $aliSkumas simuliuotose SPV apklausose

II-u tyrimu buvo siekiama issiaiskinti, ar patvirtinimo $aliSkumas atlieka tam tikrg
vaidmenj teismo ekspertizés sprendimy priémimo procesams ir apklausos stiliui, ap-
klausiant vaikus. Siam tikslui buvo panaudoti keliy eksperimenty, kuriy metu dalyviai
apklausé vaiky avatarus, duomenys. Rezultatai parodé, kad iSankstiné apklausos atli-
kéjo prielaida, jog prie$ vaika buvo panaudota seksualiné prievarta, prognozavo i$va-
da apie prievarta po apklausos, didesnj pasitikéjimg savo sprendimu, didesne nereko-
menduojamy klausimy tipy dalj ir maZesne tikimybe padaryti teisingg i$vadg. Pirma,
$ie rezultatai rodo, kad imituojant SPV apklausas, egzistuoja patvirtinimo $aliskumas.
Tendencijg patvirtinti prievarta gali lemti nataralus Zmogaus polinkis patvirtinti, o ne
paneigti pradines prielaidas (Tversky and Kahneman, 1974). Taip pat, verta paminéti,
kad teisiniame kontekste apklausos atlikéjai gali bati $aliski, siekdami padaryti i§vada,
kurios i jy tikisi tie, kurie paprastai inicijuoja apklausa, t. y. prokuratara (O‘Donohue
and Cirlugea, 2021). Taigi, tyrimais, kuriais siekiama sumazinti patvirtinimo $alisku-
ma, vykdant apklausas, nustatyta, kad apklausos atlikéjai, kurie nesigilino j kaltinimo
detales (Rivard et al., 2016) ir uzdavinéjo atviresnius klausimus (Powel et al., 2012), dél
to i$gaudavo tikslesne informacija ir nebuvo veikiami $aliskos informacijos. Be to, II-o
tyrimo rezultatai atitinka kity tyrimy, kuriuose i$ dalies buvo nagrinéjama pasitikéji-
mo, susijusio su apklausos atlikéjo emocine bukle, priimant sprendimus tiriamojo in-
terviu metu (pvz., Magnusson et al., 2021) rezultatus. Tai leidZia kelti prielaida, kad ap-
klausos atlikéjo patirtos emocijos, tokios kaip pyktis ir pasibjauréjimas, gali padidinti
pasitikéjima savo sprendimu, stiprinant patvirtinimo $aliskuma kuris skatina tikrintu
tik smurtines hipotezes ir atitinkamai paveikia surinkty duomeny interpretavima. Veé-
liau, tokiais subtiliais atvejais, apklausos atlikéjai turi kvestionuoti pagrindines hipo-
tezes, apsvarstydami alternatyvias hipotezes, kurios, tikétina, sumazinty patvirtinimo
$aliskumg sprendimy priémimo procese (Lidén et al., 2023). Apibendrinant, galima
teigti, kad $is tyrimas sudaro prielaidas toliau tirti patvirtinimo $alis$kumo, susijusio su
apklausos atlikéjo emocijomis, jtakg apklausos atlikimui, imituojant avataro apklausa.

5.3 Emocijy poveikis seksualinés prievartos pries vaikus apklausy
vertinimui

III-ias tyrimas buvo suplanuotas taip, kad dalyviams nereikéjo patiems atlikti in-
terviu, o jiems buvo pateikiami avataro interviu jradai ir praSoma jvertinti tuos interviu
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jtaigumo ir tinkamumo poziariu. Po to, buvo praSoma prisiminti tikslias avataro i$sa-
kytas detales, o dalyviy veido i$raiskos buvo fiksuojamos taip pat, kaip ir ankstesniuose
eksperimentuose (subjektyvus emocijy matavimas prie$ ir po eksperimento bei viso
eksperimento metu veide iSreikstos emocijos). Emocinés reakcijos i avataro interviu
i§ dalies buvo panasios j ankstesniy eksperimentuy, t. y. dalyviai j SPV interviu reagavo
su didesniu lindesiu ir pasibjauréjimu, o j interviu be SPV - su didesniu palengvéjimu.
Tadiau, palyginus su I-u tyrimu, buvo tam tikry specifiniy emociniy reakcijy neatitiki-
muy, kurie galéjo atsirasti dél kitokio pobudzio sgveikos (dinamikos pozitriu) su stimu-
lais. Be to, priesingai, nei buvo tikétasi, bet sutampant su Finnild-Touhimaa ir kolegy
(2009) paaiskinimais, objektyviai jtaigiis interviu buvo suvokiami kaip maziau jtaigas
ir tinkamesni klausimy formulavimo pozitiriu, palyginus su objektyviai geresniais in-
terviu. Galima kelti hipotezg, kad dalyviai jsitikino, jog jtaigesnis apklausos stilius gali
atsirasti dél to, kad apklausos atlikéjas yra labiau jsitikines savo vertinimu ir kaltinimu
(Finnild-Touhimaa et al., 2009). Be to, dalyviai galé¢jo tikétis ir manyti, kad avatarai
turéjo prievartos scenarijy (dél eksperimento pobudzio), ir taip atmesti jtaiguma, o tai
atitinka patvirtinimo $aliSkumo teorija (Ask et al., 2008), kad sprendimams jtakos turi
pradinés sprendimus priimanciy asmeny prielaidos ir jsitikinimai. Galiausiai, priesin-
gai nei buvo tikétasi, nustatyta, kad neigiamas emocinis susijaudinimas turéjo teigia-
ma poveikj atmindiai. Taciau §i i$vada atitinka kitus tyrimus, kurie rodo, kad specifinés
neigiamos emocijos, tokios kaip pyktis ir litdesys, sustiprina selektyvy informacijos ar
pagrindiniy jvykio aspekty ($iuo atveju SPV detaliy) kodavima, o teigiamos emocijos,
tokios kaip laimé, sustiprina gebéjima prisiminti visa jvykj (Levine and Burgess, 1997;
Talarico et al., 2009). Jdomas buvo dar keli rezultatai, tikétina, susije su kaltés jausmu
ir patvirtinimo $aliSkumu. Aprasomoji analizé atskleidé, kad SPV scenarijaus grupése
dalyviai neklydo darydami i$vada dél prievartos, o tik ketvirtadalis dalyviy nebuvo
tikri dél savo sprendimo, ta¢iau ne SPV scenarijaus grupése tik astuoni dalyviai padaré
i$vada, kad prievartos nebuvo, o pusé dalyviy nebuvo tikri ir tre¢dalis priémé netei-
singg sprendimg. Sie rezultatai rodo, kad dalyviai apskritai linke daryti i§vada apie
prievartg net ir situacijose, kai prievartos nebuvo. Apibendrinant, galima teigti, kad $io
tyrimo rezultatai rodo skirtinga emocijy poveikj SPV interviu vertinimui ir pabrézia
tolesniy emocijy ir patvirtinimo $aliskumo poveikio tyrimy svarba ne tik stebint, bet
ir realiai atliekant SPV interviu.

5.4 Emocijos, psichofiziologija ir patvirtinimo $aliSkumas SPV apklausose

IV-as ir V-as tyrimai yra $io darbo baigiamojo eksperimento rezultatas. Siame eks-
perimente dalyviai atsitiktine tvarka buvo priskirti arba SPV, arba ne SPV, arba neu-
traliai grupei, t. y. jiems buvo pateiktas avataras, iSrei$kiantis pagrindines su jais nuti-
kusio jvykio detales (I-o tyrimo pakartojimas). Paskui dalyviams buvo pateikta dalis
to paties, i§ anksto jrasyto, interviu su avataru (III-io tyrimo pakartojimas), o po to
kiekvienas dalyvis atliko po du interviu su avataru. Apskritai IV-ame tyrime buvo ana-
lizuotas manipuliacijos poveikis tolesniam klausimy formulavimui po i$ anksto jrasy-
to interviu dalies perzitros. V-ame tyrime buvo analizuotas klausimy formulavimas
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vykstanciuose interviu su vaiky avatarais. Siame eksperimente, kitaip nei ankstesniuo-
se, buvo matuotas dalyviy GOL ir SR, o visi kiti matavimai buvo tokie patys kaip ir
ankstesniuose eksperimentuose. IV-as tyrimas atskleidé, kad manipuliacija (poveikis
SPV, be SPV arba neutraliam scenarijui) turéjo jtakos tolesnio klausimy formulavimo
$aliSkumui. Musy Ziniomis, tai pirmasis tokio pobudzio eksperimentinis tyrimas, ku-
riame nustatyta, kad dél ankstesnio SPV (palyginus su SPV nebuvimu ir neutraliu sce-
narijumi) detaliy poveikio vélesniame pokalbyje formuluojama daugiau SPV patvirti-
nanciy klausimy. Panasus rezultatas nustatytas Powell ir kolegy (2014) tyrime, kuria-
me interviu vedimo patirtis buvo neigiamai susijusi su atviry klausimy formulavimu,
jvertinty i karto po mokymy. Si i§vada rodo, kad tiriamosios apklausos mokymai
turéty buti vykdomi specialisty karjeros pradzioje. Be to, nustatyta, kad labiau nusivyle
dalyviai formuluodavo tendencingesnius klausimus, nukreiptus j SPV patvirtinima.
Si i§vada sutampa su Schnall ir kolegy (2008) nuomone, kad moralinis pasibjauréji-
mas, sukeltas moraliniy nusikaltimy, gali lemti grieztesnius vertinimus. Kalbant apie
psichofiziologiniy rodikliy vaidmenj, $is tyrimas atskleidé rysj tarp dalyviy Zemesnés
SRK ir $aliskumo, formuluojant klausimus taip, kad patvirtinty prievartg. Zemesné
SRK siejasi su prastesne adaptacija ir fiziologiniu funkcionavimu (Vanderlei et al,,
2009) ir yra uzduoties kognityvinio kravio rodiklis (Jo and Kim, 2020). Jei apklausos
uzduotis suvokiama kaip sunki, dalyviai gali rinktis lengviausig buda formuluoti klau-
simus, kurie grei¢iausiai leisty gauti tam tikros reikémingos informacijos, pavyzdziui,
SPV patvirtinanciy detaliy. Taigi, rezultatai rodo, kad tam tikros emocijos ir psicho-
fiziologinés busenos, kurias dalyviai patiria stebédami SPV apklausa, yra susijusios
su patvirtinimo $ali$kumu, formuluojant klausimus. Tolesnis tyrimas (V-as tyrimas)
taip pat davé nemazai jdomiy rezultaty. Pirma, nustatyta, kad bendras emocingumas,
susijes su SPV ir suvoktu avatary tikroviskumu, yra susijes su stipresnémis bendromis
emocinémis reakcijomis viso interviu metu. Si i$vada atitinka $ios disertacijos I-o ty-
rimo rezultatus, todél $io rezultato pakartojimas imituojamuose interviu reiskia, kad
avatarai yra tinkami tokiems procesams tirti. Antra, prie$ uzdarus (palyginus su atvi-
rais) klausimus buvo daugiau pyk¢io, atsispindéjusio veido i$raiskoje. Nors, buvo tiké-
tasi kur kas aiSkesniy skirtingy veidy emocijy israiskos modeliy, kuriuos imituojamo
interviu metu isreiské apklausos atlikéjas, galima kelti hipoteze, kad SPV kontekste
pyktis buvo stipriausia tuo metu patiriama emocija. Si hipotezé atitinka kitus tyrimus,
kuriuose teigiama, kad apklausos atlikéjai, tirdami sunkius nusikaltimus, gali stengtis
nuslopinti veide pastebimas emocijas (pvz., Oxburgh et al., 2006). Taip pat emocijos
gali bati apskritai nepastebimos ar neisskiriamos dél to, kad tuo metu traksta neuro-
raumeninio judesio (Izard, 1997), todél kitos emocijos gali aiSkiai nepasireiksti. Trecia,
pries uzdarus (palyginus su atvirais) klausimus, buvo didesnis GOL pasiprieSinimas ir
mazesnis SR. Sis rezultatas rodo, kad dalyviai, prie§ uzduodami uzdarus klausimus,
jauté mazesnj stresa (Dua and King, 1987; Villarejo et al., 2012) ir, tikriausiai labiau
pasitikéjo (Rees and Freeman, 2007) savo interviu atlikimu. Pats interviu procesas
yra sudétinga uzduotis, reikalaujanti, kad apklausos atlikéjas vienu metu atlikty kele-
ta uzduociy, pavyzdziui, suformuluoty kita klausima, jvertinty vaiko atsakymg tiesos
pozitriu ir santykyje su hipotezémis, kurias apklausos atlikéjas tikrina, o visus Siuos
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procesus lydi emocinés reakcijos. Pagal Kognityvinés apkrovos teorija (angl. Cognitive
Load Theory; Chandler and Sweller, 1991): kuo labiau Zmogus yra kognityviai apkrau-
tas, tuo didesné klaidy tikimybé, o tai, galiausiai, sumazina uzduoties atlikimo kokybe.
Taigi, pastarajg i§vada galima interpretuoti ir taip, kad po tam tikro apklausos momen-
to apklausos atlikéjas gali jaustis perkrautas, dél to sukeliama daugiau neigiamy emo-
ciniy reakcijy ir taip pereinama prie lengvesnio apklausos proceso, t. y. uzduodami
daugiau glausti klausimai, kuriuos, tikriausiai, veikia patvirtinimo $aliS$kumas. Taigi,
psichofiziologiniai GOL ir SR parametrai gali biti kognityvinés apkrovos lygio rodi-
kliai ir gali bati susije su patvirtinimo $aliSkumu. Apskritai, $io darbo rezultatai leidzia
sudaryti preliminary emocijy ir psichofiziologiniy parametry vaidmens patvirtinimo
$aliSkumui, formuluojant klausimus SPV tiriamojo interviu metu modelj, kuris patei-
kiamas V-o tyrimo rankrastyje.

Apibendrinant, galima teigti, kad $i disertacija sitillo naujoviska apklausos atlikéjo
emocijy, psichofiziologijos ir patvirtinimo $ali$kumo tyrinéjimg seksualinés prievar-
tos pries vaikus tiriamojo interviu kontekste ir jne$a svary indélj | teisés ir kriminali-
nés psichologijos sritis. Metodologinis pozitris, taikomas atliekant eksperimentinius
tyrimus, kartu su technologiniy pazangy integravimu, padeda geriau suprasti, kaip
emocijos formuoja apklausose dalyvaujanciy asmeny elgesj ir sprendimy priémimo
procesus. Patvirtinimo $aliskumo atpazinimas simuliuotuose interviu ne tik atitinka
esamus tyrimus, bet ir jveda iki $iol neistirtus aspektus, jtraukiant psichofiziologinius
rodiklius. Netikéti rezultatai, tokie kaip, kad objektyviai jtaigesni interviu buvo su-
vokiami kaip maziau jtaigas ir tinkami, meta i§$ukj jprastoms prielaidoms ir atveria
galimybes tolesniems tyrimams. Kadangi teisinés sistemos siekia pagerinti tiriamojo
interviu patikimumag ir objektyvuma, $ioje disertacijoje atrastos jZvalgos yra vertingas
argumentas praturtinti jrodymais pagristas mokymo programas ir intervencijas. Sis
darbas ne tik padeda suprasti emocijy ir patvirtinimo SaliSkumo saveikg teoriniame
lygmenyje, bet ir sitilo praktinius sprendimus nuolatiniam teismo ekspertizés pokalbiy
praktikos tobuléjimui.

5.5 Ribotumai, privalumai ir praktinés rekomendacijos

Sig disertacija sudarantys empiriniai tyrimai turi nemazai apribojimy, visi jie ap-
tarti atitinkamuose rankra$ciuose. Apskritai, minétuose tyrimuose yra du ribotumai.
Pirmas ribotumas yra teorinio pozitrio ir apskritai emocijy, o konkreciai - pasirinkty
emocijy - pyk¢io, litidesio, pasibjauréjimo, nuostabos ir palengvéjimo — matavimo su-
bjektyviai (naudojant savizina paremtus klausimynus) ir objektyviai (naudojant vei-
do atpazinimo programine jranga “iMotions”) klausimas. Keturias i§ penkiy minéty
emocijy galima vadinti bazinémis emocijomis (Matsumoto and Ekman, 2009). SPV
apklausos kontekste neatrodé logiska matuoti dziaugsmg ir baime dél stimuly pobu-
dZio ir eksperimento konteksto. Dalyviai neturéjo ko bijoti, nes eksperimentai buvo
suprojektuoti taip, kad interviu buty galima stebéti arba atlikti saugioje laboratorijos
aplinkoje atskirai nuo kity dalyviy ir net nematant eksperimentatoriaus. Tyrimo, ar
vaikas (net ir virtualus) patyré seksualine prievarta, pobudis turéty bati tolimas nuo
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dziugios patirties. Ta¢iau, buvo manyta, kad, jei $io tyrimo rezultatas lems dalyvio
sprendima, kad vaikas nebuvo i$naudojamas, neigiamas laukiamas emocijas gali pa-
keisti nuostaba, o po to - palengvéjimas. Dél to nataraliai kyla pasirinkty emocijy
matavimo klausimas. Dalyviy buvo prasoma uzpildyti savizina paremtus klausimy-
nus pries ir po kiekvieno pateikto stimulo, todél perkélimo poveikis galéjo turéti jta-
kos emociniy reakcijy skirtumams patvirtintais ir nepatvirtintais SPV atvejais. Be to,
dalyviams nebuvo pateikti operacionalizuoti emocijy apibrézimai, o tai galéjo turéti
jtakos subjektyviy matavimy patikimumui. Antras ribotumas yra susijes su palengve-
jimo objektyviu matavimu. “iMotions” turi integruota veido atpazinimo mechaniz-
ma pyk¢iui, liadesiui, pasibjauréjimui ir nuostabai, tac¢iau ne palengvéjimui. Dél $ios
priezasties buvo naudotas labiausiai paplites veido judesio vienetas AU12 Lip Corner
Puller, kuris “iMotions” sistemoje atitinka Lip Corner Depressor, ir jis buvo laikomas
palengvéjimo reakcijos veido atvaizdu. Be to, V-ame tyrime buvo nustatyta, kad liide-
sys buvo stipriai susijes su lipy kampucio pritraukéjo aktyvumu, todél kilo abejoniy,
ar tai tinkamas palengvéjimo rodiklis. Be to, empiriniy tyrimy imtys nebuvo profesi-
onaly imtys, todél tyrimo dalyviy emocinés reakcijos, interviu vertinimas ir klausimy
formulavimas SPV interviu galéjo skirtis, palyginus su profesionalais. Taigi, $ig tyrimy
kryptj dar reikia pakartoti profesionaly imtyje.

Tyrimai turi ir tam tikry privalumy: avatarai yra palyginti standartizuotas biidas
tirti emocine reakcijg j rei$kinj, kurj kitaip sunku tirti. Nepaisant to, kad stimulai yra
standartizuoti, jie vis tiek suteikia galimybe dinamiskai saveikai tarp avatary ir ap-
klausos atlikéjy su skirtingais galimais interviu rezultatais, kurie atspindi realy pokalbj
su vaiku. Taip pat buvo naudojami subjektyvis ir objektyviis emocijy matavimai, ir
duomenys $iek tiek sutapo. Be to, mes pirmieji iStyréme ir praneséme apie emocijy ir
psichofiziologiniy parametry (GOL, SR ir SRK) sgsajas, formuluojant klausimus SPV
apklausose. Megaanalizé leido atlikti ekologiSkesnj patvirtinimo $aliskumo tyrima
SPV interviu kontekste, palyginus su vinjec¢iy (scenarijy) skaitymu ir atvejy apragymu.

Kalbant apie praktine reik§me, tyrimo rezultatai vienareik$miskai atskleidé, kad
emocijos vaidina svarby vaidmenj, atliekant apklausg jtariamo SPV atvejais, todél $iy
tyrimy rezultatai galéty praturtinti apklausos mokymo programas ir instrukcijas prie§
apklausg, taip pat griztamajj ry$j po apklausos. Apklausos atlikéjai galéty bati infor-
muojami apie galimg jy emociniy buseny ir apskritai emocionalumo poveikj, o tai ga-
léty paskatinti geriau suvokti, kokias emocijas jie patiria vykstancios apklausos metu.
Antra, su rezultatai, susij¢ su SPV apklausy vertinimu, gali buti tiesiogiai naudingi
psichologams, advokatams ir prokurorams, taip pat sprendimy priéméjams, pavyz-
dZiui, teiséjams ir vaiko teisiy apsaugos tarnyby darbuotojams tam, kad jie galéty nu-
statyti arba bent jau Zinoti apie galimg neigiamg poveikj apklausos kokybei ir apklau-
sos i$vadai. Galiausiai, musy i$vados rodo, kad asmenims, kurie apskritai yra labiau
emocionalis SPV tema, gali buti sunku suvaldyti ar reguliuoti savo emocijas, todél jie
gali atlikti apklausg Saliskiau, o tai vercia atvirai diskutuoti, ar kai kurie asmenys yra
tinkami SPV apklausoms atlikti.
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6. BENDROSIOS ISVADOS

Remiantis $ios disertacijos kontekste atliktais tyrimais, daromos $ios iSvados:

1. Vaiky avatarai sukelia jvairias nuspéjamas emocines reakcijas:

- Dalyviai ireiSké daugiau neigiamy (pyktj, litdesj ir pasibjauréjima) ir dau-
giau teigiamy (palengvéjima) emocijy j atitinkamai patvirtintas ir nepatvir-
tintas SPV detales, o veide i$reikstos emocijos buvo ne tokios aigkios.

- Didesnis bendras emocionalumas, susijes su SPV, ir didesnis suvoktas ava-
tary tikroviskumas sustiprino emociniy reakcijy skirtumus (I-as tyrimas).

2. Patvirtinimo $aliSkumas pasireiskia imituojamuose SPV apklausose ir daro jta-
kg apklausos ir sprendimo priémimo procesui, t. y. pasitikéjimui, daznesniam
nerekomenduojamy klausimy naudojimui, sumazéjusiai tikimybei priimti tei-
singg sprendima ir kaltés $aliskumui (II-as tyrimas).

3. Emocijos turi jtakos seksualinés prievartos prie$ vaikus simuliaciniy apklausy
vertinimui, kalbant apie jtaiguma, atmintj ir sprendimy priémima (III-ias ty-
rimas).

4. Emocijos ir psichofiziologiniai rodikliai GOL, SR ir SRK yra susij¢ su patvirti-
nimo $ali$kumu, formuluojant uzdarus ir atvirus klausimus simuliacinése SPV
apklausose (IV-as ir V-as tyrimai).
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Allegations of child sexual abuse often present procedural challenges, primarily stem-
ming from a lack of supporting evidence. In these instances, the child interview emerges
as a pivotal element in the investigation, underscoring its significant importance. It is
strongly recommended that interviewers adhere to best practices to facilitate the child in
providing pertinent details related to the case. Employing open-ended questions is advi-
sed to reduce the risk of introducing suggestive influences and contaminating the child’s
narrative. Despite these recommendations, research indicates a tendency among inter-
viewers to deviate from best practices, resorting to leading and confirming questions.
Literature analysis suggests a connection between confirmation bias and the tendency to
ask closed questions, with emotions playing a role in this deviation. Particularly in cases
of child sexual abuse, emotions come into play, and their psychophysiological correlates
serve as indicators of the cognitive demands of the task and are related to confirmation
bias. This thesis aimed to explore the relatively unexplored realm of interviewer emotions
and their correlation with confirmation bias in investigative interviews related to child
sexual abuse. To achieve this objective, a series of pre-planned experimental studies were
conducted, with slight modifications based on prior experiment outcomes. A contem-
porary approach was adopted, involving the objective measurement of facial emotions
through a facial recognition engine, the assessment of psychophysiological responses using
wireless portable sensors, and the manipulation of stimuli through virtual child avatars
and scenarios depicting alleged sexual abuse. The findings from these studies unveiled a
preliminary understanding of the interplay between emotions, psychophysiological in-
dicators, and confirmation bias in the assessment and execution of child sexual abuse
interviews. This knowledge contributes to a better understanding of how training for such
interviews can be improved.

Pareiskimai del seksualinés prievartos pries vaikus daznai sukelia procesiniy sun-
kumy dél to, kad dazniausiai triksta patvirtinanciy jrodymy. Tokiais atvejais vaiko
apklausa tampa svarbiausiu tyrimo elementu, todél pabréziama jos svarba. Rekomen-
duojama, kad apklausy atlikéjai laikytysi geriausiy praktiky rekomendacijy, kad vai-
kui bty lengviau papasakoti svarbig, su byla susijusig, informacijg. Atviry klausimy
formulavimas maZina rizikg, kad vaiko pasakojimas nebus iskraipytas netinkamais
klausimais. Nepaisant Sios rekomendacijos, tyrimai rodo, kad apklausy atlikéjai yra
linke nukrypti nuo geriausios praktikos ir naudoti uzdarus, jtaigius ir patvirtinamuo-
sius klausimus. Literatiiros analizé atskleidé esant patvirtinimo Saliskumo ir polinkio
uzduoti uZdarus klausimus rysj, emocijoms vaidinant svarby vaidmenj Siame nuokry-
pyje nuo normy. Seksualinio smurto pries vaikus atvejais pasireiskia emocijos, o jy psi-
chofiziologiniai parametrai yra uZduoties kognityviniy poreikiy rodikliai ir yra susije su
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patvirtinimo $aliskumu. Siame darbe buvo siekiama istirti santykinai netyrinétq apklau-
sos atlikéjy emocijy sritj ir jy rysj su patvirtinimo Saliskumu tiriamosiose apklausose,
susijusiose su seksualiniu smurtu pries vaikus. Siam tikslui pasiekti buvo atlikti keli i§
anksto suplanuoti eksperimentiniai tyrimai, kuriy eiga buvo koreguota, atsizvelgiant j
ankstesniy eksperimenty rezultatus. Taikytas naujoviskas metodas, apimantis objektyvy
veido emocijy matavimg, naudojant emocijy veide atpaZinimo platformg, psichofiziolo-
giniy reakcijy vertinimg, naudojant belaidZius neSiojamuosius jutiklius ir manipuliavi-
mgq stimulais, naudojant virtualius vaiky avatarus ir scenarijus, vaizduojancius galimg
seksualinj smurtq. Siy tyrimy rezultatai atskleidé preliminary supratimg apie emocijy,
psichofiziologiniy rodikliy ir patvirtinimo Saliskumo sqveikg, vertinant ir vykdant vaiky,
galimai patyrusiy seksualinj smurtg, apklausas. Sios Zinios padeda geriau suprasti, kaip
bty galima pagerinti mokymus, skirtus rengti tokius apklausy atlikéjus.
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