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CONSTRUCTION OF IDENTITIES
IN TRANSNATIONAL MIGRATION:
CONTEMPORARY IMMIGRANTS FROM LITHUANIA
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

INTRODUCTION

In 1991, when the Independence of the Republic of Lithuania was reestablished,
there were 3.7 million inhabitants in the country, but according to the data of the lastest
2011 Census, there were 3.054 million inhabitants in Lithuania. V. Stankuniene (2011)
summarized the data provided by the Lithuanian Department of Statistics and stated that
from 1990 to 2010 315,000 people declared emigration from Lithuania. If undeclared
and illegal emigration were taken into account as well, it could be concluded that during
the period mentioned above, approximately 600 thousand people emigrated from
Lithuania. Although migration statistics evaluation methods provide a possibility to
evaluate the real situation with precision (Stankuniene 2011), it is, nevertheless, difficult
to talk about reliable and accurate statistical data, because the data from the Migration
Department under the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania and the
Lithuanian Department of Statistics often differ, and journalists, academics, foreign
Lithuanian communities, and Statistics Departments of host countries all provide
divergent data concerning migration. The mentioned situation emerged because of
illegal migration flows, when the migrants do not declare their departure.

The total emigration flow trends followed in the public space are clear — with the
laws of the free market economy coming into effect, with the cancellation of limits to
migration, and especially upon Lithuania’s entrance into the European Union in 2004,
some Lithuanian inhabitants have emigrated without plans of returning to live in
Lithuania; others have continually been going abroad for seasonal work; still others
have emigrated with plans to return to Lithuania upon gaining money and experience;
there are cases of remigration as well. Emigration processes necessarily influence the

economic, social and demographic life of Lithuania.



The relevance of the emigration topic is strengthened by the attention given in
the mass media to various life stories of people who emigrated from Lithuania and
established themselves in different foreign countries and their ambiguous position
toward Lithuania and the emigration processes in general. In the new place, the
“moved” (liet. “iSjudéje”) people tend to communicate with people of a similar ethnic
background, but sometimes the situation is opposite and the vicinity of fellow-
countrymen is avoided. Here the questions arise: why, in what circumstances, and how
do immigrants from Lithuania in the host country (not)befriend, (not)cooperate,
(not)communicate and (not)bond with people of the same ethnic background, with the
main community of the host country, and with other ethic groups living in the country?
Why does the contact with the country of origin, from which the person emigrated
either become more intensive, is maintained or terminated? That is to say, how do the
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania construct their identities in the USA?

This doctoral thesis distinguishes between two categories of people with
Lithuanian origins in the USA: a) contemporary immigrants from Lithuania are those
who migrated to the USA after the independence of Lithuania was reestablished, in
other words they are economic migrants or post-1990 arrivals (liet. treciabangiai), new
migrants (liet. naujieji migrantai), contemporary migrants (liet. Siandieniniai
migrantai);, b) the American Lithuanian category is comprised of political migrants
who left at the end of World War I, fleeing from the Communists regime, or displaced
persons (liet. dipukai) and their children. By our definition the American Lithuanian
category also includes 19" century economic migrants, greenhorns (liet. grynoriai), and
their descendants, although very few of them were met during the research. Therefore,
the differences between the first two emigration waves from Lithuania — at the end of
the 19" century and during World War II - were not accentuated and these waves are
presented as the illustrative context to develop the thesis topic about the contemporary
immigrants from Lithuania.

Thus the scientific problem of this thesis is formulated by the following questions:
¢ Because of what reasons and how do the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania
in the United States bond or do not bond among themselves, with American

Lithuanians, with the host country and with the country of origin?



e How important are the Lithuanian community and other ethnic organizations to
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania and American Lithuanians in the
United States for creating and retaining social relations, providing social
services to the immigrant families and their children, and keeping relations with
the native country?

¢ In what forms does inclusion and acculturation of contemporary immigrants take
place in the USA, depending on one’s association or dissociation with the

country of origin?

The object of the study. The identity formation in the United States of America of
the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania in various ethnic organizations of the
Lithuanian community, through their relationships with American inhabitants of
different nationalities and with Lithuania, or, in other words, identity construction in

transnational migration.

The main goal of the study. To identify the configurations of constructed identities
of the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania, which can be sensed in the ethnic
organizations of the Lithuanian community in the United States of America, in
relationships with inhabitants of different nationalities in America, and in transnational

ties with Lithuania.

Tasks of the thesis:

e To perform a theoretical analysis of concepts of transnationalism, transnational
migration, transnational community and their meaning in the research of
migration processes by stressing the capacity and association of the migrating
people with the surrounding people.

e To analyze the theoretical concepts of cultural, ethnic and institutional identities of
the migrants, opening various possibilities to study the identity construction of
the migrants.

e To identify the main ethnic spaces in the United States of America, where
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania create and prove socio-cultural

identity in one form or another.



e To empirically research the social relations of contemporary immigrants amongst
themselves, with American Lithuanians and with surrounding members of the
society of the United States.

e To define the forms of keeping ties with Lithuania as the country of origin, that
can influence the decision of the part of the immigrants to come back to
Lithuania or to be transmigrants instead of assimilating into the host country.

e To identify dominant “Lithuanian™ identity configurations of the contemporary

immigrants from Lithuania in transnational migration.

Methods of the work. Analysis of scientific literature, in which the theoretical
paradigms of transnationalism and identity are discussed; migration and identity
research and their correlation and importance to the development of the topic of my
thesis are reviewed.

Empirical data analysis. Empirical data for this thesis was gathered by
performing an ethnogra phic field study in two stages. An exploratory field study was
done in March, 2007 on the West Coast of the USA, in California (CA): San Diego,
Santa Monica, Los Angeles, Mission Viejo, and Orange County. The main field study
was done in April-June, 2008, on the East Coast: New York (NY), Pittsfield (MA),
Jersey City (NJ), Philadelphia(PA,), Brattleboro (VT) and in the Central part: Chicago
(IL).

The structure of the thesis. The thesis consists of 7 parts. In the introduction the
relevancy of this topic, the problem of the thesis and its scientific novelty are presented,
and a short introduction of the United States of America as the immigrants’ target
country is added. The aim, object, and tasks of the thesis are formulated, methods used
are presented, and the key concepts used in the thesis text are defined. A broad review
of literature regarding questions of Lithuanian identity and emigration from Lithuania is
presented, and the characteristics of the emigration waves that are important to this
thesis are described.

In the theoretical part (I.) the key perspectives of transnationalism and
transnational spaces were introduced and theoretically validated. These theoretical
approaches, were meaningful for analyzing the nuances of contemporary migrants’

movements with an aim to understand why the migrants move, how, and in which forms



they establish themselves in foreign societies. The theoretical aspects of migrant identity
formation in transnational migration were analyzed, which provide a wide analytical
perspective that cannot be reduced to the construction of a narrow, one-sided image of
the migrants.

In the methodological part (II.) the methods used for data collection in the
anthropological field study were discussed, as well as their importance; a lot of attention
was paid to a reflexive consideration of the field study, which validates the
appropriateness of the anthropological approach for the analysis and presentation of this
thesis topic.

In the part of empirical data analysis (II1.) a detailed introduction to the stages of
establishment of contemporary immigrants from Lithuania in the United States of
America is provided. The creation of social relationships and interactions with the host
country, it’s inhabitants and other immigrants of post-socialist origin in the USA, as
well as with representatives of the same emigration wave and American Lithuanians,
the maintenance of ethnic spaces, in which the identification with Lithuanian people of
the same origin is being created, maintained or rejected, as well as keeping up
transnational relations with Lithuania — all of these elements are very important for the
formation of identities in transnational migration. The empirical part was concluded
with the most important, conclusive part of the created and dominant configurations of
the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania who moved to America.

At the end of thesis are conclusions, bibliography, and the annexes.

Novelty of the thesis. The novelty of the thesis is that it crystallizes the main
tendencies of identity configurations of one ethnic group of the United States of
America — contemporary immigrants from Lithuania. Research was done according to
an anthropological methodology and the theoretical perspective of transnationalism,
which have been quite rarely used in Lithuanian migration studies. The data regarding
the migration processes of contemporary immigrants from Lithuania to the USA, the
context of the host country, and certain ethnic spaces created in the host country where
social relationships with surrounding people and people of the same origin are up kept—
was gathered using the “emic” perspective. It is important to notice that people from

various social stratums, different education, age, and gender participated in our



research; some of them had contacts with the Lithuanian ethnic community, and others
did not.

An important accent of the thesis is a direct fixation of the forms of
transnationalism practiced by contemporary immigrants from Lithuania, which answers
why a part of the contemporary migrants do not become involved in transnational
practices. Migration policy-makers and lobbyists who initiate the development of
strategies for more productive economic and cultural cooperation with emigrants from
Lithuania living in foreign countries, should pay attention to such practical and
applicable aspects, as well as representatives of anthropology, sociology and other
social sciences, who study identity and migration. We hope that this thesis will
contribute to furthering and deepening theoretical and practical discussions on migration
by highlighting the creation and recreation of the “Lithuanian” identity of contemporary

immigrants from Lithuania who participate in transnational migration.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. In a time of globalization and intensifying migration it is very important
to understand the directions, intensity, localization and transnationalism of how
‘moving’ people’s identities are constructed and conditioned by migration processes.
Hence, anthropologic field studies are undoubtedly important not only for addressing
questions of immigrant integration, acculturation and rising conflicts with surrounding
people, but also primarily because they can provide explanations of immigrants’
decisions, needs, self-understanding, relationships, and thereby further the discussion
about the change of living place.

In this thesis one immigrant group of the United States was analyzed, with
the aim of focusing on the identity construction of contemporary immigrants from
Lithuania, namely, treciabangiai. By discussing their labor activities, the steps they take
to establish themselves in the USA, their selectively created social relations and the
links they forge with surrounding people, local Americans, other people of the same
emigration wave from Lithuania, as well as with immigrants from other post-socialist
countries, we compared the treciabangiai with the first and the second wave immigrants
from Lithuania. The contemporary immigrants’ from Lithuania involvement with or
disassociation from the ethnic organizations that were created, attended and supported
by people of various emigration waves from Lithuania was analyzed. An important
accent of the thesis is the analysis of the forms of transnational activity and of
maintaining relations with Lithuania.

2. After analyzing theoretical approaches and paradigms of
transnationalism, we found out that most theoreticians (e.g. Glick Schiller, Basch and
Blanc — Santon 1995, Faist 2000, Svasek 2002, Glick Schiller 2005, Vertovec 2009)
define transnationalism as the process or state in which the deliberate choices of
migrating people become very important. Transnationalism as a state is concurrent with
globalization processes where booming and accessible communication technologies
have enabled people to cross borders in other ways in addition to the physical one.
Rephrasing S. Vertovec (2009) and M. Svasek (2002) we can state that migrants,
participating in transnational processes should understand that it is not necessary to

belong to a particular locality or particular country; successful integration in the host
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country is possible at the same time as one remains integrated in the life of the country
of origin. In other words, transnationalism reveals the possibilities of migrating people
to live not in a “place”, but in a “space” among several states and question the necessity
of loyalty to just one state.

Transnationalism, as a theoretical approach, is presented in this thesis as
one of the most meaningful approaches for considering the value of social connections
to the migration processes. This approach allows one to better grasp the nuances of how
contemporary immigrants or transnational agents connect with each other, with the
surrounding people in the host country, and with the native country. In short, it helps to
grasp the dominant identity configurations of contemporary immigrants from Lithuania
who moved to the USA.

In this thesis transnational migration is understood as the movement of
people across states’ borders, while staying connected with the country of origin. We
agree with the opinion of Faist (2000) that such transnational processes usually take
place in three forms: contacting with close people of the native country while being in
the host country, traveling to the country of origin, and — the third form — participation
in the immigrants’ community organizations, created by the people with the same
country of origin. Participation in the transnational migration process usually creates
uncertainty about the future and raises questions about one’s origins and background as
well as about one’s loyalty, dependence or nonconformity to one or other country or
nation. For this reason participants of transnational migration make efforts to create a
transnational “home” — close, psychologically safe spaces that cross over the borders of
a state.

After analyzing the transnational community as a theoretical perspective
and agreeing with Adamson (2002) and Hernes (2004), we can state that transnational
communities are formations spanning several states as networks with flexible “borders,”
which involve immigrants communities’ organizations as well as organized and non-
organized initiatives in the native country that seek to cooperate with emigrants. For the
existence of such networks, voluntary activity based on similar values, is very
important.

3. Reviewing the theoretical collective identity paradigms of social

anthropology and sociology we can state that the identity constructed by migrants in
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transnational migration is a processual formation (Gupta and Ferguson 1992, Hall 1996)
- which is mobile, often culturally (Baumann 2002), ethnically (Barth 1996), and
institutionally (Castells 2004, Ciubrinskas 2008b) affected, and able to take on different
forms and aims, such as representing one’s ascription or non-ascription to the particular
group, comparison, categorization, stereotyping, and creating or recreating a variety of
ties with places, people and the past.

Applying the identity theoretical approach in this thesis allows the possibility of
considering the “emic” perspective to research the most important aspects of how the
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania establish themselves in the US. These aspects
include: various forms of bonding among themselves and with surrounding people in
the host society, the aims of forging social relations, as well as reasons for not bonding
but rather drawing “boundaries” between themselves and “strangers”, as well as forging
ties with the country of origin. At the same time, this perspective allows one to reveal
the variety of identities of the researched immigrant group, as well as the different aims,
contexts, and intensity of their construction.

Both the theoretical identity paradigm and an anthropological
methodology allow us to conclude that transmigration processes do not create universal
and unambiguous identities, but rather, highlight the complex, complicated, multiple,
variegated and multi-layered contours of the identities.

4. The participation of contemporary immigrants from Lithuania in the
organizations created by the people of the same origin, contributes to the creation of
their socio-cultural identity that is confirmed in ethnically isolated spaces. The findings
showed that attending ethnic Lithuanian schools, churches and associated parishes
where mass is held in Lithuanian, American-Lithuanian community organizations,
various ethnic clubs, camps, Lithuanian bars, restaurants, and shops reveals the
engagement of the contemporary immigrants to seek out people of the same origin and
forge ties with people of a similar fate. The immigrants seek to know or to remember
the history of their country of origin, and the customs and traditions for celebrating
festivals; likewise, they seek to spread the “Lithuanian spirit” that would not let the
children of immigrants or the people of Lithuanian origin become Americans. They
simultaneously seek to confirm/create an emotional attachment to the ethnic background

as well as create the basis for the transnational process.
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Ethnic “Lithuanian” organizations in New York usually perform a double
function. Each organization hosts formal and declared religious, educational, sports,
entertainment and cultural events and activities. The secondary function of these
organizations is very important as well: they are of practical use to the contemporary
immigrant as they help them to adapt to the foreign environment or provide
opportunities for self-realization.

If the declared purposes of the parishes and Lithuanian schools are
focused on fulfilling the social and practical needs of the Lithuanian community in the
United States, so too the formal activities of Lithuanian community organizations aim to
help Lithuania as well. These organizations can be described as missionary because
donations are collected and packages are prepared for Lithuanian schools, hospitals, and
museums; moreover, they cooperate with artistic groups from Lithuania. This is a direct
example of the transnational process, when participating transmigrants construct and
validate their Lithuanian identity.

Although the majority of active “Lithuanian” ethnic organizations in the
United States were established by the members of the first and the second migration
waves, our research showed that during the last ten years there are more initiatives of
the contemporary immigrants — the members of the third wave — to create new
organizations, to organize leisure activities that gather together fellow countrymen, to
continue the traditions of Lithuanian schools by highlighting the importance of
Lithuanian education and inculturation of those children whose parents migrated from
Lithuania. Nevertheless, there are very few such active people, who establish the
organizations, organize events and help the organizers. A relatively small part of the
contemporary migrants are passive participants of established organizations, who attend
events only during the biggest festivals. They tend to explain their inactiveness in the
Lithuanian community organizations by blaming the felt competition between displaced
people and treciabangiai. In their view, it is unacceptable to have a binding
membership, especially based on ethnicity, when living in a multicultural country with
unlimited possibilities.

5. After concluding the anthropological field study we empirically

determined that contemporary immigrants from Lithuania do not join the social circles
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of the local inhabitants and do not limit themselves by communicating and cooperating
with the members of the same third emigration wave for various reasons.

As the informants stated, there is a cultural gap between contemporary
immigrants from Lithuania and American Lithuanians and their descendents. A negative
attitude towards the reasons of emigration and their involvement/ non-involvement with
the “nurturance of Lithuanian spirit” prevails, and therefore the immigrants do not know
each other and do not communicate among themselves. Although part of the
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania quite often spend time with persons of the
same immigration wave, they nevertheless often have a negative opinion about each
other, criticize the treciabangiai for their the main goal of material benefit, their poor
education, provinciality, closure, dishonesty, their simulated forgetfulness of the
Lithuanian language and the fact, that children are not brought up in a Lithuanian way.

Contemporary immigrants from Lithuania often do not form close
friendships with local Americans or communicate only in formal working surroundings.
Although most of the contemporary immigrants to the United States fulfilled their
economical expectations, the country continues to impress them because of its cultural
variety, climatic conditions and natural variety. Yet a negative attitude also exists
toward Americans, different races, all American “culture” or the lack thereof, as well as
negative evaluation of American policy towards illegal migration.

Moreover, contemporary immigrants actively and for various purposes
communicate and form social and economical networks with immigrants from other
post-socialist countries with whom they share knowledge of Russian language, a
common history, experience, lifestyle, and attitude towards leisure time.

6. Direct connection with the country of origin is one aspect of
transnational migration and tangible evidence of being a transmigrant. Very few
contemporary immigrants experience transnationalism and the understanding of
belonging to a global place as a transitional state toward total dissociation from
Lithuania, rejection of the Lithuanian language and ethnic background, and assimilation
in the USA.

Voluntary, regular visits, communication in the virtual space, real estate
and business transactions in the country of origin and the host country, the decoration of

private home space using “Lithuanian” symbols and so on, all create the vision of a
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transnational “home”, which helps one to feel safe, comfortable and enables the
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania to talk about the possibilities of coming back
to live in Lithuania. Because of this most of the treciabangiai who participated in this
research had doubts about the mentioned necessity to be loyal to one state; they express
their dissatisfaction and participate in discussions and protests for the possibility to have
double citizenship—both a strategically useful American, and an emotionally meaningful
Lithuanian citizenship.

7. Although during the times of globalization people have many
opportunities to move, cross borders, and strategies such as “Global Lithuania” have
developed together with attempts to define the concept of “global Lithuanian”, the
conclusions drawn from this empirical study allow us to state that the identity of the
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania is, nevertheless, spatially constructed and
locally strengthened as having bonds with Lithuania in one way or another. Although
the people surveyed were of the same emigration wave, period, and geographical
territory, and despite the fact that they emigrated from the same economic, social, and
political conditions, they are not homogeneous in their socio-cultural identity. Rather, a
certain dissolution, and duality tend to surface as two dominant configurations of the
“Lithuanian spirit” emerge.

During the anthropological survey that was conducted in two stages on
the West coast and later in the East and Central parts of America with the aim of
documenting the everyday life activities of the contemporary immigrants from
Lithuania, their relationships in the USA and with the country of origin, it was
discovered that part of the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania tend to maintain
and sometimes to strengthen their “brought” and relatively static ethnic — “Lithuanian”
— identity. This involves creating Lithuanian families and teaching children to be
Lithuanians. Although we live in a global world where everything is constantly
changing, and migration can become a way of life, it seems as though one need not
strive to establish themselves in a certain country, nor stress their origins, but rather
could enjoy their “cosmopolitan” status to communicate freely through modern
technologies with people in all continents to create business, information and financial

flow networks. Nevertheless, in the abstracted “steady Lithuanian” identity
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configuration of the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania, the stability and relative
non-variation of “Lithuanian” identity is an important aspect.

This static “Lithuanian” configuration is closely related to the principles
of displaced persons not to assimilate into the foreign society, and to organize or at least
to participate in “Lithuanian” activity. The non-integration of contemporary immigrants
from Lithuania into the foreign society is expressed by the endogamy of Lithuanian
families, the search for partners from Lithuania, and in some cases a deliberate search
for roommates, colleagues, and friends to spend one’s leisure time with amongst the
contemporary immigrants from Lithuania. Treciabangiai search for a Lithuanian partner
not only because of economical interests, but also out of cultural interest, such as the
desire to celebrate festivals in a “Lithuanian” way, according to customs brought from
Lithuania. Although, for example, weekend Lithuanian classes in ethnic schools are
assigned to the static “Lithuanian” configuration, as they are geared toward learning the
Lithuanian language and getting acquainted with “Lithuanian” customs and their usage,
nevertheless, the children spend most of their time in American schools, are friends with
those who speak only English, and the Americanization trends tend to prevail in their
everyday lives.

Another part of the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania to the
USA in most of the cases understand their emigration from the country of origin and
present transnationalism as a challenge to their ethnic identity; the cultural, economic,
political, and social conditions of the host country enable them in different contexts and
circumstances to manipulate their ethnicity and to choose, as it was mentioned above,
either the “more useful” citizenship of the host country or to seek double citizenship.
Therefore another identity configuration created by the contemporary immigrants from
Lithuania was what we have called contextual-dynamic. It reveals, that
“Lithuanianness” is used differently in different contexts, depending on whether it is
expressed in a private or public space, and on the knowledge people have about
Lithuania or their interest to discuss and learn more about it. In many rising situations
people tend to manipulate their origin and present it as an advantage, but in some cases
when it is associated with a negative status of emigrant, this identity is not accentuated

or is even denied.
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For the configuration of a contextual-dynamic identity, social networks
amongst friends and acquaintances with a similar education background, interests or
common experience are created. Here there is an active communication with the people
of the same origin in informal surroundings where tourism is propagated and festival
customs are maintained, in such a way that there is a relaxation from work and the
psychological pressure emigrant stamp that is present in the public space. Very often
such informal communication of the contemporary immigrants from Lithuania with
other treciabangiai groups of friends is an alternative to participation in the formal
“Lithuanian” organizations, which were created and dominant by people of the first and
the second emigration waves from Lithuania. Usually there are no ties among such
groups, due to the tendency “brought over” from Lithuania to harbor negative attitudes
towards other Lithuanians, which are sometimes expressed as hate towards people of
the same origin, a mood of competition, and skeptical evaluations of their lack of
education, the strive for material prosperity, Americanization and lifestyle of the

contemporary immigrants from Lithuania.
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IDENTITETU KONSTRAVIMAS
TRANSNACIONALINEJE MIGRACIJOJE:
SIUOLAIKINIAI IMIGRANTAI IS LIETUVOS
JUNGTINESE AMERIKOS VALSTIJOSE

REZIUME

Siuolaikiniai globalizacijos procesai pristato naujas Zmoniy migracijos formas,
galimybes, akcentuojami ivairiis ju integracijos, akultiiracijos, adaptacijos ar izoliacijos
svetimose Salyse aspektai. Zmonés tapo kosmopolitiski, lengvai perzengiantys savo
gyvenimo jvairiy aspekty ir prasmiy sienas, pavyzdziui, klasés, rasés, lyties, kulttiros ar
gyvenamos valstybés. Tad bet kuris terminas su priesdéliu ,,trans—, kai viskas yra labai
salygiSka, nuolatin¢je kaitoje ir konfrontacijoje su ivairiakrypcCiais bei {jvairaus
intensyvumo i8$iikiais, tampa vis dazniau vartotinas kaip funkcionalus, reiskiantis ne
vien tik lokalumo, valstybiy, grupés sieny nuolatini perzengima, bet ir jvairiakrypciy
gyvenimo stiliy propagavima, atspindi nuolatinj identiteto ar kam nors priklausymo
konstravima / perkonstravima arba galbiit nepriklausymo sustiprinima.

Antropologinése  diskusijose  apie tarptauting migracija  dazniausiai
akcentuojamas individy poreikis keisti gyvenama vieta, isitvirtinimas tikslo Salyje
nevengiant migravimo tiek tarp Zemynuy, tiek tarp skirtingy valstybiy. Vienais atvejais
gyvenamoji vieta keiCiama viena karta, stabiliai jsitvirtinama ir net asimiliuojamasi,
kitais — kei¢iama daugybe karty, taip pat griztama i anksCiau gyventas vietas ar gimting,
tod¢l nieko nebestebina Zmoniy prisiriSimas prie keliy gyvenamy viety, ar
neprisiriSimas nei prie vienos vietovés, leidziantis kalbéti apie transnacionalinés
migracijos savokos prasminguma. Migracijos studijose, pasak C. B. Brettell,
antropologai labiausiai domisi migruojanéiyju individy isitikinimy ir elgesio
koreliacijomis, socialiniais santykiais ir rySiais su aplinkiniais bei vietos etnine
bendruomene, socialiniy organizacijy priimancioje Salyje formavimusi, taip pat
identiteto ir etniSkumo klausimais, biidingais tiek pafiam migraciniam procesui, tiek

imigranty bendruomenéms, kitaip tariant, antropologai domisi, kaip migraciniai
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procesai sukelia kultirinius poky¢ius ir kaip veikia etninj migranty identiteta (Brettell
2008: 114).

P. Kalnius teigia, kad , kulttriskai vienartis¢je aplinkoje kultiriné tapatybé (arba
etniSkai vienart$éje aplinkoje — etniné tapatybé) yra i§ esmés mazai ka reiSkiancios
savokos. Turimoji tapatybé aktualizuojama ir labai sureikSminama patekus i kita
kultiring aplinka® (Kalnius 2002: 37). A. Cepaitiené papildyty, kad ,.tapatumas ar
su(si)tapatinimas, kaip asmens saves suvokimas, visais atvejais pabrézia samoningumo
aspekta ir liudija tai, kad jis néra kasdienyb¢je nuolat patiriamas {vykis ar reiskinys. Tai
konkregiy situaciju, konteksty, laikotarpiy ar lygmeny jvykis* (Cepaitiené 2010: 2). I.
W. Schréderis (2009) pritarty, kad identiteto, tapatybés savoka negali buti universaliai
vartojama neatsizvelgiant { marginalizuoty grupiy daugumos visuomenéje socialinés
nelygybes, socialinés erdvés, kurioje atsidirg veikéjai politizuoja tapatybés tematika bei
istoriSkai susiformavusiy tapatinimosi patir¢iy, veikly kategorijas, kurios yra
neiSvengiamos identiteto konstravime. Taigi identitety savoka migraciniy procesu
tyrimuose, ypac¢ atsizvelgus 1 kuriamus socialinius santykius ir rySius priimancioje
Salyje, yra neiSvengiamai prasminga, aktuali ir taikytina.

Transnacionallis migracijos procesai, kuomet globalizacijos procesy déka yra
nuolat perzengiamos vienos ar keliy valstybiu sienos, vyksta pakartotiné regioniné
integracija ir kultiiros sklaida, suteikia Zmonéms potencialo kurti naujus,
transnacionalius identitetus, kurie perzengia lokaliy identitety ribas, pasizymi savo
lankstumu, prisitaikomumu, kintamumu laike ir erdvéje. Daznu atveju transnacionallis
identitetai savyje inkorporuoja patirtis, vertybes i§ kilmés ir priimancios Salies, todél
neiSvengiamai kyla klausimai, pavyzdziui, kas a$ esu, kas nepriklauso ,,mums®, kaip
tinkamai elgtis naujoje aplinkoje?

1991 m., atkiirus Lietuvos Respublikos nepriklausomybg, Lietuvoje gyveno 3,7
milijono gyventoju, taCiau paskutiniojo visuotinio gyventojy suraSymo duomenimis,
2011 m. Lietuvoje gyveno 3,054 milijono gyventoju. V. Stankiinien¢ (2011)
apibendrina Lietuvos Statistikos departamento duomenis ir teigia, kad nuo 1990 iki
2010 mety emigravima i§ Lietuvos deklaravo apie 315 tukst. zmoniy, nors jvertinus
nedeklaruotos ir nelegalios migracijos galimybes, minimu laikotarpiu i§ Lietuvos

emigravo apie 600 tikst. Zmoniy.
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Bendros emigracijos i§ Lietuvos srauty tendencijos, stebimos vieSojoje erdveje,
yra aiSkios — pradéjus veikti laisvos ekonominés rinkos désniams, panaikinus
migracinius suvarzymus, Lietuvai 2004 m. istojus | Europos Sajunga vieni Lietuvos
gyventojai emigruoja neplanuodami grizti gyventi i gimtaja Salj, kiti svetur vyksta dirbti
sezoniniy darby, treti emigruoja, bet planuoja uzsidirbe pinigy, pasiséme patirties grizti
gyventi 1 Lietuva, pasitaiko ir reemigracijos atveju. Emigraciniai procesai
neiSvengiamai daro itaka ekonominiam, socialiniam, demografiniam Lietuvos
gyvenimui.

Emigracijos i$ Lietuvos temos aktualuma patvirtina ziniasklaidoje pasirodancios
emigravusiy i§ Lietuvos ir uZzsienio Salyse isikiirusiy asmeny skirtingos gyvenimo
istorijos, nevienareikSmiska pozicija Lietuvos ir apskritai emigraciniy procesy atzvilgiu.
Naujoje vietoje ,,i§judéje” asmenys yra link¢ bendrauti su panaSiy etniniy Sakny
asmenimis, taciau neretai yra kaip tik vengiama bendratauciy kaimynystés. Tad kyla
klausimai — kodél, kokiais atvejais ir kaip imigrantai i§ Lietuvos priimancioje Salyje
(ne)susidraugauja, (ne)bendradarbiauja, (ne)bendrauja ir (ne)susisaisto tarpusavyje su ty
paciy etniniy Sakny asmenimis, su priimancios Salies pagrindine visuomene, kitomis
toje Salyje gyvenanciomis etninémis grupémis? Kodél suintensyvéja ir kaip palaikomi ar
nepalaikomi rySiai su kilmés Salimi, i§ kurios buvo emigruota? Tai yra, kaip
Siuolaikiniai imigrantai i§ Lietuvos JAV konstruoja savo identitetus?

Darbo problema. Kiekybiskai gausiame, {jvairiakrypiame nuolatiniame
Lietuvos gyventoju judéjime, eurointegracijos, globalizacijos procesu veikiamame
kontekste atsiranda poreikis suprasti, kokia $Siuo metu yra migruojanciy lietuviy tautiné
tapatyb¢, vieSajame diskurse bandoma net kelti klausimus, kaip ja iSsaugoti ir ar reikia /
imanoma ja saugoti? Kokios yra masiskai i§ Lietuvos emigruojanciyjuy pozicijos ir
nuostatos Lietuvos atzvilgiu, grizimo gyventi | Lietuva perspektyvos, ar aktualus jiems
patiems ,lietuviSkasis® identitetas, kokios jo formos kuriamos, ar vyksta etninio
identiteto kaita globaliame pasaulyje? Taip pat reikéty pazyméti, kad Siandieniné
emigracija i§ Lietuvos néra naujas reisSkinys. | Vakarus i§ Lietuvos didZiausias srautas
zmoniy patrauké dar XIX a. pabaigoje, taip pat Antrojo pasaulinio karo pabaigoje, tad
uz Lietuvos riby, ypaC¢ JAV, gyvena nemazai lietuviy, ju keliu karty palikuonys
(Eidintas 1993).
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Siame disertaciniame darbe i$skiriame dvi i§ Lietuvos kilusiy ir JAV gyvenanéiy
zmoniy kategorijas: a) Siandieniniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos JAV kategorijai priskiriami i$
nepriklausomos Lietuvos Respublikos emigrave asmenys, dar kitaip vadinami
ekonominiai migrantai arba treciabangiai, naujieji migrantai, Siandieniniai migrantai,
b) Amerikos lietuviy kategorijai priskiriami Antrojo pasaulinio karo pabaigoje nuo
komunistinio rezimo i§ Lietuvos pasitrauk¢ politiniai migrantai, kitaip dipukai, ir ju
vaikai. Musuy pasirinkimu, Amerikos lietuviy kategorijai priskirtini ir XIX a. pabaigos
ekonominiai migrantai grynoriai ir ju palikuonys, nors pastaryjy tyrimo metu buvo
sutikta labai mazai. Taigi neakcentuojami pirmyju dvieju — XIX a. pab. — Antrojo
pasaulinio karo laikotarpio — emigraciniy bangu i§ Lietuvos skirtumai, Sios bangos
pateikiamos kaip iliustratyvus kontekstas disertacinio darbo temai apie Siuolaikinius
imigrantus i§ Lietuvos plétoti.

Disertacinio darbo moksling problema formuluojame tokiais klausimais:

e D¢l kokiy priezasCiy ir kaip Siandieniniai imigrantai i§ Lietuvos JAV saistosi ar
nesisaisto tarpusavyje, su Amerikos lietuviais, su priimanc¢ia ir su kilmés
Salimis?

e Kieck JAV Lietuviu Bendruomené, etninés organizacijos yra svarbios
Siuolaikiniams imigrantams i§ Lietuvos ir Amerikos lietuviams Jungtinése
Amerikos Valstijose kuriant bei i§laikant socialinius rySius, suteikiant socialines
paslaugas imigranty Seimoms ir juy vaikams, palaikant rySius su gimtaja Salimi?

e Kokiomis formomis vyksta Siandieniniy imigranty isitraukimas, akultiiracija JAV,

tiek jauciant sasajas su kilmés Salimi, tiek nuo jos atsiribojus?

Darbo objektas. Siuolaikiniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose
identitety konstravimas jvairiose lietuviy bendruomenés etninése organizacijose ir per
santykius su skirtingy tautybiy JAV gyventojais bei Lietuva, kitaip tariant, identitety
konstravimas transnacionalingje migracijoje.

Darbo tikslas. Nustatyti Siuolaikiniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos konstruojamy identitety
konfigtiracijas, kurios gali biti iprasminamos etninése lietuviy bendruomenés
organizacijose JAV ir santykiuose su skirtingy tautybiy Amerikos gyventojais bei

transnacionaliniais rysiais su Lietuva.
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Sio disertacinio darbo uZdaviniai:

o Atlikti teoring transnacionalizmo, transmigranty, transnacionalios migracijos,
transnacionaliy bendruomeniy savoky, ju reikSmés migraciniy procesu
tyrimuose, pabréziant erdviSkuma ir migruojancéiyjy saistymasi su aplinkiniais
gyventojais, analizg.

e [Sanalizuoti migranty kultiiriniy, etniniy ir instituciniy identitety teorines savokas,
atveriancias jvairiapusiSkas migranty identitety konstravimo tyrimo galimybes.

¢ Nustatyti pagrindines etnines erdves, kuriose Siandieniniai imigrantai i§ Lietuvos
JAV vienokia ar kitokia forma kuria, pasitvirtina sociokultiirini identiteta.

e EmpiriSkai iStirti imigranty 1§ Lietuvos formuojamus socialinius rySius
tarpusavyje, su Amerikos lietuviais ir su kitais JAV visuomengs atstovais.

e Apibrézti rySiy palaikymo su Lietuva, kaip kilmés Salimi, formas, galinias daryti
itaka dalies imigranty sprendimams grizti gyventi | Lietuva ar biti
transmigrantais, o ne asimiliuotis priimancioje Salyje.

e Nustatyti dominuojancias Siuolaikiniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos ,lietuviskojo*

identiteto konfigtiracijas transnacionalinéje migracijoje.

Darbo metodai

Mokslinés literatiiros, kurioje aptariamos transnacionalumo, identitety teorinés
paradigmos, apzvelgiami migraciniai, tapatybiy tyrimai, ju koreliacija ir reikSmé miisy
disertacijos tematikos plétojimui, analizé.

Empiriniy duomeny analizé. Disertacinio darbo empiriniai duomenys gauti
atliekant etnografinj lauko tyrima dviem etapais. Zvalgomasis lauko tyrimas buvo
atlickamas 2007 m. kovo ménesi JAV Vakary pakrantéje, Kalifornijoje: San Diege,
Santa Monikoje, Los AndZzele, MiSen Viedzio (Mission Viejo), Oranzijos apygardoje
(Orange County). Pagrindinis lauko tyrimas buvo atlieckamas 2008 m. balandZio —
birzelio ménesiais Ryty pakrantéje (Niujorke, Pitsfilde (Masaciusetso valstija), DZersio
Sityje (Naujojo Dzersio valstija), Bratlebore (Vermonto valstija), Filadelfijoje) ir
Vidurio Amerikoje (Cikagoje (Ilinojaus valstija)).

Disertacinio darbo naujumas. Remdamiesi Lietuvoje migraciniuose tyrimuose
dar pakankamai mazai taikyta antropologine metodologija ir teorine transnacionalizmo

perspektyva iskristalizuojame vienos JAV etninés grupés, t. y. Siandieniniy imigranty i$

25



Lietuvos, identitety konfigiiravimo pagrindines tendencijas. Duomenys apie
Siandieniniy imigranty 1§ Lietuvos 1 JAV migracinius procesus, priimancios Salies
konteksta, priimancioje Salyje sukurtas etnines erdves, kuriose palaikomi socialiniai
santykiai su aplinkiniais gyventojais bei bendrakilmiais, buvo gauti per ,,emic*
perspektyva. Svarbu pazyméti, kad miisy tyrime dalyvavo ivairiy socialiniy sluoksniy
atstovai — skirtingo iSsilavinimo, amziaus, lyties, taip pat tiek dalyvaujantys, tiek
nepalaikantys jokiy ry$iy su JAV Lietuviy Bendruomene asmenys.

Svarbiu disertacijos akcentu yra tiesioginis Siandieniniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos
praktikuojamo transnacionalizmo formu fiksavimas bei atsakymai, kodél tam tikra
Siandieniniy migranty dalis nejsitraukia i transnacionalias praktikas. [ tokius prakting ir
taikomaja verte turinCius aspektus deréty atsizvelgti migracijos politikos formuotojams,
lobistams, inicijuojantiems produktyvesniy ekonominio, kultiirinio bendradarbiavimo su
emigrantais 1§ Lietuvos svetimose Salyse strategiju kiirima, taip pat antropologijos,
sociologijos, kity socialiniy moksly atstovams, vykdantiems identiteto, migracijos
tyrimus. Tikimés, kad §is disertacinis darbas, kuriame akcentuojamas transnacionalingje
migracijoje dalyvaujanciy Siandieniniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos ,lietuviSkojo* identiteto
kiirimas ir perktirimas, prisidés prie tolimesnés, gilesnés teorinés ir praktinés diskusijos
migracijos tema plétojimo.

Disertacijos struktiirg sudaro 7 dalys. [vadingje dalyje pristatytas disertacinio
darbo temos aktualumas, darbo problematiSkumas, mokslinis naujumas, trumpai
supazindinama su JAV kaip imigranty tikslo Salimi. Suformuluotas disertacinio darbo
tikslas, objektas, uzdaviniai, pristatomi naudoti darbo metodai, operacionalizuojami
svarbiausi disertacijos tekste vartojami terminai. Pateikiama plati lietuviskosios
tapatybés, emigracijos i§ Lietuvos literatiiros apZvalga, supazindinama su emigraciniy
bangy i§ Lietuvos, kurios vienaip ar kitaip reikSmingos miisy darbe, charakteristikomis.

Teoringje dalyje (I.) pristatomos ir teoriSkai pagrindziamos svarbiausios
transnacionalumo, transnacionalios erdvés perspektyvos, teorinés prieigos, kurios yra
reikSmingos analizuojant Siandieniniy migranty judéjimo niuansus, bandant suprasti,
kodél jie juda, kaip, kokiomis formomis isitvirtina priimanc¢iose visuomenése. Taip pat
analizuojami migranty identitety darybos transnacionalinéje migracijoje teoriniai
aspektai, kurie pateikia placia ju analizés perspektyva ir neleidzia apsiriboti siauru,

vienpusiu migranty paveikslo formavimu.

26



Metodologinéje dalyje (II.) aptariami antropologinio lauko tyrimo metu
empiriniy duomeny rinkimui naudoti metodai, jy svarba, ypa¢ daug démesio skiriama
refleksijy, kurios tik pagrindzia antropologinés metodologinés prieigos taikluma
disertacinei problematikai analizuoti, apie lauko tyrima pristatymui.

Empiriniy duomeny analizés dalyje (III.) nuodugniai supazindinama su
Siuolaikiniy imigranty i§ Lietuvos isitvirtinimo JAV etapais. Socialiniy santykiy ir rySiy
su priimancigja Salimi, jos gyventojais, su kitais posocialistiniy Saliy kilmés imigrantais
JAV, su tos pacios emigracinés bangos atstovais ir Amerikos lietuviais kiirimas, etniniy
erdviy, kuriose vienaip ar kitaip kuriamas, pasitvirtinamas ar niveliuojamas
tapatinimasis su lietuviais, bendrakilmiais, taip pat transnacionaliy santykiy su Lietuva
palaikymas — neiSvengiamai svarbiis identitety transnacionalinéje migracijoje
formavimuisi. Empiriné dalis baigiama svarbiausia, iSvadine Siuolaikiniy imigranty i§
Lietuvos Amerikoje susikuriamy ir dominuojanc¢iy konfigtracijy dalimi.

Disertacinio darbo pabaigoje pateikiamos iS§vados, bibliografija (abécé¢line tvarka
pateiktas literatiiros saraSas, internetinés nuorodos, Saltiniai), o paskutiniojoje dalyje

pateikiami priedai.
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